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HE propriety and obligation of pub- 
lic worſhip in general, I muſt here 
take for granted. It is the univerſal prac- 
tice of chriſtians in every part of the 
world; and it is the moſt natural method 
of making that public profeſſion of our re- 
ligion, that is required of all chriſtians. 
In the moſt hazardous circumſtances, we 
muſt ſhew that we are not aſhamed of 
Chriſt, as we expect that he will not be 
aſhamed of us; and as we hope that he 
will acknowledge us for his true diſciples 
and followers, before his heavenly fa- 
ther, the holy angels, and the aſſembled 
world at the laſt day. | 
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One great end of this public profeſiion 
of chriſtianity is to make it conſpicuous 
to the world ; that it may engage the at- 
tention of mankind, and afford them an 
opportunity of examining it ; in order to 
their embracing it, and deriving from it 
that advantage which it is deſigned, and 
calculated, to impart to all the human 
race. And for the ſame reaſon that we 
ought to make a public profeſſion of 
chriſtianity in general, we ought to ex- 
hibit it in its greateſt purity, and what 
we apprehend to be its moſt advantageous 
form; ſuch as will beſt recommend it to 
the acceptance of the ſerious and rational 
part of mankind; and we ought not by ſtat- 
ed attendance to countenance any mode of 
public worſhip, that we think exhibits our 
religion. in a light that is really injurious 
and diſgraceful to it; ſuch as we mult think 
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is more likely to procure it enemies than 
friends. 


Beſides, it is contrary to the plaineſt 
rules of morality, directly or virtually to 
affirm what we do not believe to be true, 
and eſpecially to do this repeatedly and 
habitually. No Proteſtant, for inſtance, 
can think himſelf juſtifiable in receiving 
the conſecrated wafer at the hands of a 
Popiſh prieſt ; becauſe by that action he 
muſt be underſtood to confider the eucha- 
riſtical elements of bread and wine as the 
real body and blood of Chriſt, and proper 
objects of worſhip. It is, in fact, to pro- 
feſs himſelf a member of the church of 
Rome, and to hold alt her diſtinguiſhing 
tenets.” Every perſon, therefore, who is 
convinced of the abſurdity of conſider- 
ing bread and wine as the body and blood 
of Chrift, and proper objects of wor- 
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ſhip, is bound in conſcience to abſtain 


from the Popiſh maſs, and profeſs bim 
ſelf a Proteſtant. 


For the very ſame obvious reaſon, 


therefore, every member of any chriſtian 
church, in which Chriſt is conſidered as 
an object of worſhip, though not in 
. the form of bread and wine, and in 
the daily ſervice of which he is ad- 
dreſſed as our maker, and a being capable 
of hearing and anſwering our prayers, 
ought, in conſcience, to ceaſe to be 2 
member of ſuch a church, and renounce 
her communion, upon being convinced 
that Chriſt is not an object of worſhip, 
that he is not our, maker, or capable of 


hearing and anſwering our prayers. 


I there ever was, or can be, any ſuch 


thing as ideletry, it is. paying religious 
worſhip 
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worſhip to any other than the one only 
living and true God ; and if it be of any 
conſequence to preſerve inviolate the firſt 
article of all revealed religion, viz. the 
unity of God, and the exclufive worſhip: 
of him (which was the one great object 
of the Jewiſh religion, and continues to 
be ſo in the chriſtian) it muſt be in- 
cumbent upon us to frequent no fociety 
of chriſtians, however pious and ſincere 
they may be, if we be convinced that 
they err in ſo effential an article of faith 
as this. It is innocent in them, who 
are ignorant, and act agreeably to their 
conſciences ; but it js criminal in us, 
who know better. There are, no doubt, 
differences in leſſer matters which may 
be borne with, in members of the ſame 
ſociety; but if any difference in opinion 
or practice will juſtify a ſeparation, it | 
muſt be this, * t3 
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That ſuch a corrupt mode of religion 
_ 16. enjoined by the civil powers under 
which we live, will no more authoriſe, 
or excuſe, our conformity to it, than 
the ſame conſideration would have juſ⸗ 
tifed the primitive chriſtians in con- 
forming to the rites of the pagan worſhip, 
which were enjoined by the laws of the 
Roman empire. The anſwer of the 
apoſtles Peter and John to the Jewiſh 
high- prieſts ſhould be adopted by all 
chriſtians: We ought | to * God, 
_ mona | : 


F If x we. Lad profeſſion of any religion 
at all, we ought: to be ſerious and con- 
fiſtent in that profeſſion; and, as the 
nature of it neceflarily demands, make 
all other things ſubſervient to it, not it 
to them. For if we really believe that 
there is another and an endleſs life, to 
*aP oo which 
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which the preſent life is only preparatory, 
all the things of the latter bear no ſen- 
ſible proportion to thoſe of the former; 
ſo that it muſt be the extreme of folly 
and .inconfiſtency--to heſitate a moment 
which to prefer, or to make a primary 
object. The advantages, or the authority 
of this world will not even be attended 
to, by one whoſe mind is duly impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of the infinite ſuperiority of 
things eternal to thoſe that are temporal. 
But for a full and judicious account of 
the reaſons why unitarians ſhould difſent 
from trinitarian worſhip, I refer my 
readers to an excellent tract lately pub- 
liſhed, intituled, ¶ free and ſerious Addreſt 
to the Chriſtian Laity, eſpecially ſuch as 

embracing Unitarian Sentiments conform to 
Trinitarian Worſhip. To which is prefixed, 
An Introduftion ; wherein the Worſhip of 
the Holy Scriptures is contraſted with the 
b 4 Worſhip 
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Worſhip of the Church of England, and of 
Diffenters. | | j 


Theſe conſiderations will abundantly 
juſtify me, in the opinion of ſerious 
perſons, in this attempt to excite all 
chriſtians, who are unitarians, to a juſt 
ſenſe. of the importance of their prin- 
ciples, to diſtinguiſh” themſelves in the 
eye of the world by their profeſſion 
of them, and to remove as far as I can 
every obſtacle to this public profeſſion 
of pure chriſtianity ; by making it eaſy 
to all unitarians to form ſeparate ſocieties, 
and to enable them to conduct their 
public worſhip, though there ſhould be 
no perſons of learning among them; and. 
though, by reaſon of their ſmall num- 
bers, or low circumſtances, they ſhould 
be unable to engage the ſervices. of any 


perſon liberally educated, ſc. 4 
| * „ he Such 
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Such chriſtian ſocieties as I wiſh 
to ſee eſtabliſhed, need give no alarm 
to politicians. They wilt never create 
any diſturbance in a ſtate, and will 
only add to the number of intelli- 
gent and conſcientious members of 5 
the community, which muſt ever be 
an advantage to any country. No re- 
formation can ever proceed with more 
quietneſs and tranquility than this; 
and theſe unitarians, diſclaiming al! 
aid from civil power, will thereby 
give the greateſt ſecurity againſt any at- 
tempt to ſupplant chriſtians of other de- 
nominations, in the excluſive favours of 
the civil magiſtrate; though they cannot 
help wiſhing, that the time may come, 
when the body of the people of this, and 
of every other country, ſhall be ſo far en- 
lightened, as to ſee that civil and reli- 
gious matters have little or no neceſſary 
con- 
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connexion; and that, in reality, the civil 
magiſtrate has no more occaſion to embar- 
raſs himſelf with any thing relating tq 
religion, than he has with medicine, or 
philoſophy. 


From the nature of the things, indivi- 
duals are much better qualified to provide 
for themſelves in all theſe reſpects, than 
the united wiſdom of the whole commu- 
nity ; as I have ſhewn at large in my 
Eſſay on civil government. And the time 
will certainly come, when mankind in 
general will not only ſee things in this 
light, but when they will view with 
aſtoniſhment what their anceſtors have 
ſuffered by their ignorance in'theſe mat- 
ters; and feel how dearly they have paid 
for ſomething bearing the name of aſſiftance 
in matters of religion, when it has only 
contributed to keep them in the moſt de- 
plorable 
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plorable darkneſs, and the moſt diſgrace- 
ful ſervitude. 


However, though this be a ſubje& which 
[cannot help wiſhing that all men of en- 
lightened minds may ever keep in view, 
in order that no opportunity may be loſt: 
of bringing forward ſo great a reformation 
in the ſtate of the world; my preſent 
views are much more limited, and termi- 
nate in what we are, in this country, 
abundantly ripe for; and which every 
ſcrious and rational chriſtian muſt rejoice 
to ſee carried into immediate execution, 
For it is certainly deſirable that thoſe 
who, from a principle of conſcience, 
cannot at preſent join in any mode of 
public worſhip, within a convenient 
diſtance from them, may have that ad- 
vantage; and this with the leaſt trouble 
and expence poſſible to themſelves, - and 


none- 
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none at all to the ſtate, or to any other 
perſons whatever. 


— U—— 


A few things more I would obſerve in 
this Preface with reſpect to the prayer: 


and offices themſel ves. 


1. The firſt is, that the reader muſt 
not be offended at a few repetitions of 
the ſame ſentiments or expreſſions, that 


may occur in different ſervices of a 


ſimilar nature. When there was an equal 


propriety for them in their reſpective 


places, I did not always think it neceſſaty, 


merely for the ſake of variety, to intro- 


duce others that would have been leſs 


proper for the purpoſe. 


2. I could not conveniently provide 


forms for all particular ſituations of 
public 
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public affairs, in the interceſſory part of 
the devotions for the Lord's day; and 
have therefore contented myſelf with 
ſome general expreſſions, which will 
hardly ever be wholly improper, but 
which may be omitted whenever they 
are perceived to 'be ſo. Thus the part 
that relates to harve/?, page 69, may be 
omitted, except during the time of har- 
veſt, or a month or two, preceding it; 
and, in like manner, other expreſſions, 
not diſtinguiſhed as this clauſe is, by 
the Italic character, may be omitted, and 
others inſerted in the ſame part of the 


prayer. As for the caſes of individuals, 
there will perhaps be found a ſufficient 


number of forms for the purpole, and 


a proper place is marked for the intro- 
duction of them. 


* have provided more forms than 
were abſolutely neceſſary for the Lord's 
ſupper, 
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upper, not only for the ſake of variety, 
but alſo to make this work of ſome uſe 
in a practical reſpect to individuals, 
independently of the proper uſe of it in 
religious ſocieties. Thoſe addrefles to 
the communicants, and alſo that which 
is inſerted in the office for adult baptiſm, 
contain ſuch views of things as chriſtians 
cannot too carefully impreſs their minds 
with, And though the ſocieties which 
I with to ſee eſtabliſhed are to be formed 
upon an important ſpeculative principle, 
we ſhould ever bear in mind, that mat- 
ters of ſpeculation (though they may 
recommend our religion to others) are of 
no uſe to ourſelves, but as they are ſub- 
ſervient to practice; tending to- inſpire 
good diſpoſitions of mind, and leading | 
to a right conduct in life. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


SECTION I. 


REASONS. FOR FORMING UNITARIAN 
 SoCIETIES FOR PUBLIC WoRSHIP, 
"WITHOUT A LEARNED MINISTRY. 


TT is the duty of every perſon who is 
apprized of an evil, freely to propoſe. 


whatever ſhall appear to him to be 
a proper remedy for it. I ſhall, there- 
fore, without any farther preamble, men- 
tion what I think to be wanting with 
teſpect to RATIONAL CHRISTIANITY, 
the cauſe of which I hope I have at 
heart; and 1 ſhall then make a propoſal 
of what I flatter myſelf may contribute 
to the greater extenſion, and the more 
permanent eſtabliſhment of it in this 
country. N | 
B wr 
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Now, though it cannot be denied that, 
in conſequence of freedom of inquiry, 
and the force of truth, numbers are con- 
tinually brought over from the rjgid 
doctrines of Calviniſm, and become Uni- 
tarians; there are few ſocieties openly 
profeſſing thoſe ſentiments, with whom 
they can conſcientiouſly join in public 
worſhip, ſo as to make their opinions ag 
conſpicuous, as, for the honour of pure 
chriſtianity, it is defirable they ſhould be. 


The eſtabliſhed churches of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland are avowedly Tri- 
nitarian. In the liturgy of the church 
of England divine worſhip is perpetually 

paid to Jeſus Chriſt, ſo, that no ſerious 
conſiſtent Unitarian can, join, in it; and 
as to the Diſlenters, there are few of their 
ſocieties that are clearly and profeſſedly 
Unitarian; nor, indeed, could it be ex- 
pected that they ſhould. be, lo, when the 
change from rigid Calviniſm has been 2 
gradual thing, and they were not origi- 


nally formed — that principle. Be- 
ſides, 
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g des, it is too evident to be denied, that 
the ſocieties of thoſe who are called ra- 
tional Diſſenters, whether they be properly 
Unitarian or not, do generally decline; 
many of them having become actually 
extinct, and others being in ſuch a con- 
dition that they cannot be ſupported 
much longer. This is more eſpecially 
the caſe in London, and in the South 
of England; but, from the ſame cauſes, 
it may in time extend to the North, 


On the other hand, though the Cal- 
viniſtic Diſſenters are frequently loſing 
the younger, the more thoughtful, and 
inquiſitive part of their congregations, 
numbers of the more illiterate people 
are continually joining them, and ſocieties 
of Calviniſtic Baptiſts are readily formed, 
and eaſily extend themſelves; ſo that 
of late years their numbers are very con- 
ſiderably increaſed. This is, in ſome 
meaſure, owing to the zeal of thoſe who 
hold ſuch tenets ; a zeal which is eaſily 
accounted for, from the ſtreſs which 

B 2 they 
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they have been led to lay upon them; 
imagining that men's future happineſs 
depends upon their holding the right 
faith: whereas the rational Diſſenters do 
not think that the future ſtate of any 
man will depend upon his opinions, but 
only on his diſpoſition of mind, and his 
conduct in life. They have, therefore, 
naturally leſs zeal for all matters of 
opinion than the Calvinifts have, and 
for the ſame reaſon they are leſs ſoli- 


citous about making converts. 


Another reaſon why the Calviniſtic ſo- 
cicties are more eaſily kept up is, that, 
conſiſting for the moſt part of perſons of 
little reading, or knowledge, they do not 
make ſo much account of the articles of 
learning or knowledge in their miniſters ; 
and often keep together in ſocieties with- 
out any regularly educated miniſters at 
all, or with perſons whoſe edycation has 
been ſo ſuperficial, that it cannot raiſe 
them much above the level of their 
ordinary hearers in that reſpe& ; and if 

they 
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they be entirely deſtitute of miniſters, 
they ſtill meet together for mutual edifi- 
cation, by prayer, reading the ſcriptures, 
and other religious exerciſes. Now in 
this it 1s my earneſt wiſh that the rational 
Diſſenters, and eſpecially the Unitarians, 
would imitate them. | 


It is rather unfortunate, that the prin- 
cipal members of moſt Unitarian ſocie- 
ties, being perſons of ſome reading, 
education, and taſte, cannot bear with 
any thing mean or low in the per- 
formances of their miniſters. They 
muſt, therefore, have ſuch as have had 
an expenſive education, and theſe have 
generally no reſource for a maintenance 
but from their ſalaries as miniſters, 
which, I may ſay, are no where adequate 
to their ſupport, except while they con- 


tinue ſingle v. Conſequently, whenever 
the 


It is ſuppoſed that the proper ſalaries of Diſſenting 
miniſters do not much more than half ſupport them, 


Conſequently the miniſters do, from other reſources, 
| 33 either 
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the funds of ſuch ſocieties are too ſmall 
to enable them to keep ſuch a miniſter, 
they are broken up and diſperſed. 


For the ſame reaſon, no new ſocieties 
of rational Diſſenters can be formed ex. 
cept in large towns, where a ſufficient 
number (and among them ſome perſons 
of opulence) adopt the ſame ſentiments, 
and likewiſe agree in ſeeing ſufficient 
reaſon for ſeparating from the ſocieties 
with which they have been connected. 
And many of theſe perſons, conſidering 
all matters of ſpeculation as only of 
ſecondary importance, and influenced too 
much by the force of habit, and the 
influence of former connexions, will 


bear a great deal before they can bring 


either their private fortunes, or their induſtry in ſome 
other way, nearly half ſupport the cauſe in its preſent 
ſtate. I do not kno any place that will enable a 
miniſter even to maintain a family, in a manner in 
which his congregation expects him to live; much 
leſs will it enable him to make any decent proviſion 
for a family. | | 


themſelves 
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themſelves to do this. Alſo; men of 
ſome figure, and filling conſpicuous ſta- 
tions in life, are peculiarly ſenſible of 
the ridicule that they may draw upon 
themſelves by any fingularity in their 
conduct, while perſons of no education, 
and of no conſpicuous rank in life, feel 
leſs reſtraint in following their real in- 
clination in matters of religion, as well 
as in things of leſs moment ; which is 
one of the happy privileges attending 
mediocrity of fortune, A little re- 
flection, however, may, I hope, be ſuf- 
ficient to induce many perſons to think 
and act differently from what they wave 
hitherto done in this * 


Much of the difficulty in 7 way y of 
ſuch an undertaking as I would recom- 
mend, viz. the forming of Unitarian ſo- 
cieties, conſiſting of laymen only, wall 
ariſe from the habit of attending upon mi- 
niſters regularly educated, though a great 
deal of the notion of their importance is 
nothing more than the remains of that 


B 4 ſuper- 


g rennen 


ſuperſtition, with which the clerical 
character was ſo long reſpected in the 
dark ages. On this account, however, 
even many liberal minded perſons would 
feel ſome reluctance to receiving the 
Lord's ſupper at the hands of a layman, 
or having a child baptized by ſuch a per- 
ſon; though there is nothing more facred 
in thoſe offices than in any other chriſ- 
tian duty. But men of underſtanding 
| ſhould endeavour to get above ſuch weak 
prejudices as theſe, and, as we continually 
do in other things, learn to facrifice ſmall 
er to _ 


What were thoſe RIP whom we 
now call the C/ergy, originally, but the 
more reputable members of chriſtian 
focieties (all of whom we ſhould now 
call laymen) to whom the government 
of the chriſtian church was delegated. 
They had no particular character but 
what the votes of their fellow chriſtians 
inveſted them with, and what they could 


at * deprive them of. All the 
reſt 


 UNITARIAN SOCIETIES. 9g 


reſt of what is now called a ſpiritual 
character has been the addition of men, 
in times of groſs Wee and ſuper- 
ſtition. 


If we n occaſions of the 
chriſtian church at large, learned men 
are certainly of very great uſe. It is 
from men of learning, leiſure, and en- 
quiry, that we muſt expect an accurate 
inveſtigation of the doctrines of the goſ- 
pel, after the groſs corruption of it in 
the dark ages, and a juſt ſtating of its 
evidence in anſwer to unbelievers. It 
cannot be denied, alſo, but that ſuch 
men would be of great uſe in every 
place; but they are by no means neceſ- 
ſary in every particular congregation; 
eſpecially ſince there have been ſo many 
valuable publications on all the ſubjects 
that can intereſt the members of chriſ- 
tian ſocieties. For it will hardly be 
denied, that by means of a proper choice 
of printed compoſitions, a chriſtian con- 
gregation, „ of laymen only, 

might 
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might make a better proviſion for their 
inſtruction, than they could do by en- 
gaging the ſervices of the generality of 
perſons educated for the miniſtry as a 
profeſſion, provided they were confined, 
(as indeed ĩt is generally expected) to give 
only their own compoſitions. Let a 
chriſtian ſociety of laymen have the aſ- 
ſi ſtance of miniſters, and other learned 
chriſtians, in pointing out to them the 
beſt illuſtrations of the ſcriptures, the 
beſt printed ſermons, and alſo the beſt 
forms of devotion for all their occaſions, 
and whether they can bring themſelves 
to think ſo, or not, they will certainly 
have a better fund of rational inſtruction, 
and alſo of uſeful devotion, than is to 
had in moſt chriſtian ſocieties, 
Another and principal uſe of chriſtian 
ſocieties /is, that the members of them 
may watch over one another, to ſee that 
the principles of ' chriſtianity have their 
proper effe& in reforming the lives and 
manners of men; that others ſeeing their 

| conver» 
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converſation may be led to think well of 
chriſtianity. This, in my opinion, is 
too little attended to in all chriſtian ſo- 
cieties. But in this reſpect learned mi- 
niſters are of very little uſe, and indeed 
it requires talents that cannot well be 
expected in men of a ſtudious and retired 
life, becauſe it requires ſome knowledge 
of the world, and alſo an influence, 
and an authority, which mere learning 
not only cannot give, but which it often 
unqualifies men for. The buſineſs of 
diſcipline, therefore, or of good order 
in chriſtian ſocieties, does not require 
learned miniſters. Indeed, we no where 
ſee more attention to diſcipline, and the 
decent conduct of the members of chriſ- 
tian ſocieties, than among the Quakers, 
who have not only no learned miniſtry, 
but who have very often no ſermons, or 
ſpeaking at all; and who frequently meet 
without any public devotional exerciſes. 


I would therefore, earneſtly exhort 
all ſerious Unitarians, who cannot with 
ſatisfaction, 


„ ᷣͤ nenden 

ſatis faction, or indeed with a good con- 
ſcience, join in worſhip with Trinitarians 
to form themſelves into ſeparate ſocieties, 
though their numbers in any place ſhould 
be ever ſo ſmall, or even though there 
ſhould be no more than a ſingle family 
in a place, and to obſerve the Lord's day 
for the purpoſe of public worſhip ; always 
letting it be known that there is ſuch 
worthip, and admitting and encouraging 
any perſons who may chuſe it to join 
with them. 


1 1 there be many denden tea 
ly qualified in any one place, let a 
proper number of them be choſen to 
conduct the affairs of the ſociety, 
with the title of Elders, or any name 
of a ſimilar import; and let theſe per- 
ſons either themſelves read the ſeveral 
offices, or appoint other perſons to read 
them. For the qualifications of a pub- 
lic reader, and thoſe of a proper gover- 
nor of a ſociety, are very different. It 
will be deſirable, however, for ſome of 
theſe 
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theſe elders to go through ſeveral of the 
offices themſelyes, eſpecially that of pub- 
lic prayer, in order to give more ſolem- 
nity and dignity to them. 


As there is nothing peculiarly ſacred 
in the offices of baptiſm, and the Lord a 
ſupper, let the elders of ſuch ſocieties by 
all means perform thoſe ſervices, when 
ever there ſhall be occaſion for them, 
without having recourſe to miniſters of 
neighbouring places ; and let thoſe of the 
elders who have moſt leiſure and ability 
catechize the childen, and inſtruct young 
perſons belonging to the ſociety, 


By this means every thing will be done 
that the real occaſions of a chriſtian church 
require. I ſhould alſo think it adviſeable, 
if there ſhould be no great objection to 
it, that all the members of ſuch a ſociety: 
ſhould have their namesregularlyentered in 
a regiſter ; engaging at the ſame time to 
have their children brought into the ſame 
ſyſtem of catechetical inſtruction, and 


to 
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to take in good part ſuch admonitions, 


with reſpect to their conduct, as any 
member of the ſociety may think proper 
to give them. If any cauſe of more 


public cenſure ſhould occur, let the pro- 


ceedings be according to the direQion of 


our Saviour; and if any offending mem. 


ber ſhould, notwithſtanding, prove re- 
fractory, let his name be ſtruck out of 
the regiſter, 'and let him be declared to 


. be no n of the fooiarys 


Such diſciplines as this would 7 
the reputation of the ſociety, and would 
deter no perſon whoſe connexion would 
be defirable; and as wealth is not wanted 
in ſuch ſocieties as theſe, there would be 
little temptation to bear with the rich 


more than the poor; a circumſtance 


which has principally contributed to the 


ruin of church diſcipline, and has been a 


diſgrace to chriſtianity. I ſhould greatly 
rejoice to hear of ſuch regular ſocieties 
of ſerious Unitarians being formed in 


different places, and ſhould think it to 


be 
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be the commericement of a new and im- 
pom Era in ane chriſtian ano 


Hase as © pecjudion againſt 
every thing that can be called charch 
diſcipline (ariſing from the groſs abuſe of 
it in paſt ages) are ſo very great with 
many rational and well-diſpoſed perſons, 
I would be far from making this a ne- 
ceſſary article to the formation of Uni- 
tarian churches. Let them only unĩte 
upon that ſingle great principle of chriſ- 
tian faith, viz. that there is one God, 
and that Chriſt is the creature, the ſervants 
and meſſenger of God; and let them 
afterwards add others, relating to church 
government, &c. as W ſhall find them 
to be expedient. „ Hui: 


It is only from 8 in the middle, 
and rather the lower claſſes of life, that 
any important reformation, ſuch as I 
have now propoſed, can be expected. 
Theſe have the moſt leiſure for reading 
and reflection, and conſequently their 

ge: minds 
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minds are, in general, the beſt informed; 
and what is of particular conſequence, 
they have the feweſt obſtacles to prevent 
their doing what they really think to 
be the beſt. Perſons of wealth and 
faſhion cannot be expected to come into 


ſuch a ſcheme as this till it ſhall begin 


to be faſhionable; and the government 
of a country cannot be expected to coun- 
tenance any mode of religion, till a con- 
fiderable majority of the ſubjects ſhall 
ſhew a diſpoſition to conform to it. But 
it is to be hoped that the civil powers 
will never do more for ſuch a religion 
as this, than merely let it be unmoleſted; 
and there can be no reaſon why they 
ſhould concern themſelves at all about 
it. It will never want-any thing from 
government beſides protection from in- 
ſalt; and it will repay this obligation 
by a. greater attachment than can be 
ſecured by any unreaſonable preference 
or partiality ; becauſe ſuch. ſocieties will 
conſiſt of . perſons governed by better 


| . than that of worldly intereſt. 
While 
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While the principles on which theſe 
ſocieties are formed are the ſame, and ſo 
great and important as that of holding 
up to the world the great doctrine of 
the unity of God, it may be hoped that 
all matters of mere form, and every thing 
of leſs moment, will be eafily accom- 
modated. For my own part, I would 
recommend to, ſuch ſocieties as theſe to 
conduct their public devotions with the 
help of a liturgy and reſponſes ; that all 
of them (eſpecially as they would be 
nearly upon a level) may bear their parts 
jointly in the ſame ſervice. This will 
tend to make 'it more animated and 
intereſting ; and either the litany uſed 
by Mr. Lindſey in his unitarian chapel 
in London, or that which was uſed in 
the octagon chapel at Liverpool, may 
anſwer the purpoſe very well. 


But left thoſe perſons who have been 
uſed to the mode of worſhip among the 
Difſenters, ſhould not be able to recon- 


eile themſelves to the uſe of a liturgy, 
C I herg 
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T here preſent them with a ſet of forms 
* for all the parts of public worſhip, and alfo 
for all the other occaſions of a chriſtian 

ſociety, ſuch as are commonly u | 
Diſſenters; that no perſons may 
vented from forming ſuch ſocieties by 
the want of ſuch helps as may be moſt 
agreeable to themſelves. I think, how- 
ever, that it might have a good effect, 
if both a liturgy, and alſo theſe forms, 
were ſometimes uſed i in the ſame ſociety. 


The greateſt dificulty in hh was of 
the ſcheme which I would now recom- 
mend, will ariſe from the modeſty and 
diffidence of temper' of many perſons, 

producing an averſion to making them- 
ſelves ſo conſpicuous as it muſt do to take 
the lead in any thing that is new and ſin- 
gular ; and. others will even be aſhamed 
of ſocieties ſo inconſiderable as theſe 
muſt be in their infancy. We naturally 
| like to ſee ourſelves ſurrounded by num- 
bers in whatever we do, and then we can 
proceed with more chearf ulneſs and con- 


fidenee. 


2 To 
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To this I can only reply, that the 
greater the ort, the greater will be the · 
merit; and that where duty is concerned, 
all other conſiderations, be their weight 
greater or leſs, ought to be poſtponed to 
it. As to the figure that thele ſocieties 
may make, it ſhould be conſidered, that 
great things have often very unpromiſing 
beginnings; and if reputation be an ob- 
jet, poor as it is, and improper in a caſe 
of this nature, it may however be ſug- 
geſted to thoſe who make it one, that no 
man ever diſtinguiſhed himſelf much, and 
acquired great fame, who had not the cou- 
rage to be./ingular, and to bear oppoſition 
even for a conſiderable length of time. 


We chriftians ought to be thankful 
that we have nothing more difficult to 
encounter. What would we have done 
in the day of adverſity, if we cannot bear 
proſperity? And it ought not to be for- 
gotten, that none will be diſtinguiſhed 
by our Saviour as his worthy diſciples 
and followers, but thoſe who ſhall be 

| Cy ready 
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ready to riſk, and to abandon every thing 
in the world, and even to take up their 
croſs for the ſake of his goſpel. Every 
ſituation and circumſtance of things has 
its peculiar difficulties, which wiſe and 
conſcientious - men will lay their ac- 
count with meeting, and be prepared to 
bear. This, in fact, muſt be done 
by every man who does not adopt the 
principle of univerſal conformity to the 
world, and who will not make his reli- 
gion ſubſervient to it. But what will 
ſuch religion do for a man, when the 


world, and all the follies and vanities of 
it ſhall be no more? | 


Let every man of ſenſe but have an 
opportunity of ſeeing what is commonly 
called the world, or the great world, and 
of conſidering what are the purſuits, the 
enjoyments, and the turn of thinking, 
that are moſt prevalent in the faſhionable 
and ſplendid circles of it; and let him 
compare them with the purſuits, the en- 
joyments, and the turn of thinking in 
thoſe 
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thoſe men who are governed by a princi- 
ple of perfect and fearleſs integrity, who 
habitually reſpect not he world, but the 
great maker of the world and of them- 
ſelves, and who dread nothing ſo much 
as his diſpleaſure, and the diſapprobation 
of their own conſeiences: let any per- 
ſon, I ſay, attentively conſider theſe two 
claſſes of men, and he cannot long heſitate 
which to follow. In the latter, that is, 
among true chriſtians, who are not moved 
by the cenſures of this world, oraſhamed to 
be ſingular in a good cauſe, he will find 
à real and ineſtimable ſuperiority of mind, 
and an inexhauſtible ſource of the trueſt 
enjoyment, even in this life. I need not 
ſay how little there is to balance this 
on the fide of the men of the world ; 
and with reſpet to diſtant proſpects, . 
eſpecially the great diſtant proſpect of 
4 future life, the object of the chriſ- 
tian's firmeſt faith and hope, the lat- 
ter hath every thing, and the former 
nothing to look to. A little reflec- 
tion of this kind, of which any perſon 
Er of 
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of underſtanding is capable, if he will 
give himſelf time for it, will enable him 
not only not to fear, but even to deſpiſe 
the cenſures of the world, when they 
would deter him from the practice of his 
duty, or from doing any thing in which 
he apprehends the honour of religion, and 
the great, though diſtant intereſts of man- 
kind are concerned. 


I am ſenfible, however, that it is one 
thing to write theſe things in one's cloſet, 
and another to act upon them in real life. 
I am far from ſaying what I myſelf ſhould 
have been able to do in the caſe propoſed, 
and I am truly thankful that my ſitua- 
tion hath never laid me under any temp- 
tation to act otherwiſe than I think my 
duty required, I mean in any great and 
conſpicuous tranſaction. Still, however, 
doubt not but that this difficulty, like 
moſt others, will be found not quite fo 
great in reality as it may appear in pro- 
ſpect. At moſt, every difficulty that can 


ariſe from mere _— and /ingularity is, 
of 
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of courſe, the greateſt at firſt, and after- 
wards entirely vaniſhes ; and I am wil- 
ling to hope that this in a ſhort time 
will diſappear by the forming of Unita- 
rian ſocieties, confifting of laymen only, 
in ſeveral places; and then it will be 
enquired who was the firſt to eſtabliſh 
them. A ſociety of this kind has been 
formed by Mr. William er Jun. 
of Montroſe, i in Scotland. 


Were this ſcheme to be adopted by all 
who, being Unitarians, cannot but think 
it right, ſuch ſocieties of Unitarian lay- 
men would ſoon be very numerous, ſo 
as to hold all ridicule in contempt. For 
it is notorious, and lamented by the 
Trinitarians themſelves, that men of 
learning and enquiry in theological mat- 
ters are now generally Unitarians, and 
that learned Trinitarians are compara- 
tively few. But the cauſe of truth has 
ſuffered greatly by the pains that Unita- 
rians ſeem to have taken to reconcile 


. to 
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to themſelves the modes of 'Trinitarian 
| worſhip. 


It is particularly to be lamented that 
the excellent Mr. Firmin, and other ac- 
knowledged Unitarians, about the time 
of the revolution, when it appears that 
they were ſufficiently numerous, were 
not aware of the great impropriety, to 
fay nothing worſe, of ſuch conduct. Had 
they gone upon a different plan, openly 
avowing their opinions, and acting upon 
them, ſeparating themſelyes from all 
public worſhip that was not ſtrictly 
Unitarian, and forming ſocieties, whe- 
ther they could have been ſerved by 
men of learning or not, the ſtate of 
chriſtianity in general would by this 
time, I have no doubt, have worn a 
very different aſpect, and would not 
have been ſo open as it now is to the 
objections of unbelievers; who, in this 
age of good ſenſe, will never be recon- 
ciled to ſuch doctrines as the Trinity, 


original fin, atonement, &c. &c. 
Unbe- 
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Unbelievers, being then better in- 
formed than they now are concerning 
what chriſtianity truly is, would have 
found that their former ſuppoſed tri- 
umphs had no conſequences, and that 
they had another, and a much more dif- 
ficult combat to ſuſtain. It is not even 
impoſſible, but that Jews and Mahome- 
tans might before this time have been 
brought to entertain a more favourable 
opinion of chriſtianity than they now 
do, and conſequently the time of their 
converſion, to which all chriſtians look 
with the moſt earneſt deſire, and the 
firmeſt faith, would have been nearer 
than it now is. 


If this, or any of my publications, 
ſhould, in the ſmalleſt degree, promote 
ſo great and deſirable an end, as the 
better underſtanding, and the more ge- 
neral ſpread of chriſtianity, which is 
deſtined to be the greateſt bleſſing to 
all the world, I ſhall think myſelf happy. 
But with whatever ſucceſs I have la- 

boured, - 
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boured, I ſhall have the ſatis faction to 
reflect that it has been my objec, and 
my wiſb; and conſidering myſelf as a 
follow labourer with Mr. Lindſey, and 
other Unitarians, I may certainly add 
that our ſoint lalours have not been 
. in Win. 14. 


SECTION 


UNITARIAN SOCIETIES. #3 


n 9 ; , n % ? - 
1111 7 171 1 t Ta - Th. "g7 


serien 1 


o ee ON THESEVERAL Wr 
Of CHRISTIAN WORSHIP, AND, THE 
DIFFERENT OFFICES FOR CHRISTIAN 
SOCIETIES, |» CON TAIN ED IN THIS 
WoRK.__ 13 10 2 1s Alle 


. 2 5. public wor ſhip of the Lord's day. 


Pm: proper object of public worſhip 
on the Lord's day is to preſerve in 
our minds the knowledge and influence of 
the great principles of chriſtianity, to join 
in acts of devotion' to the common pa- 
rent of the univerſe,” the God and father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and withal to 
bear'a public teſtimony to the truth and 
importance of the chriſtian religion, in 
what we ol to be i its 5 ſtate. 


The kivwiedhe of tighter 1s beſt 


taught by the frequent reading of the 
books 
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books of ſcripture, which are the ori- 
ginal records of it, and eſpecially by 
making the hiſtorical parts of ſcripture, 
and more particularly ſtill, the hiſtory 
of our Saviour in the goſpels familiar to 
us. This, therefore, I conſider as a 
moſt valuable part of the buſineſs of 
public aſſemblies of chriſtians. Tt is 
of leſs conſequence to thoſe who have 
ſufficient. leiſure and inclination to read 
the ſcriptures every day in the week; 
but many of thoſe who compoſe our 


_ aſſemblies have little leiſure for reading; 


ſome are not able to read; and many, 
being men of the world, and having no 
more knowledge of religion, or regard 
for it, than is barely neceſſary to bring 
them to attend chriſtian worſhip, will 
really want the inſtruction which they 
may derive from this part of the ſer- 
vice. It may alſo ſerve to excite their 
attention, and induce them to read and 
ſtudy the IP at their own houſes 
3 | 


This 
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This end I conceive would be- ſtill 
more effectually anſwered, if the public 
reading of the ſcriptures was accompa- 
nied with a ſhort explanation of ſuch 
paſſages as muſt be difficult to be un- 
derſtood by the unlearned of the preſent 
age. Such explanations will be found 
in the notes to my Harmony of the Gof- 
belt, a ſection of which, together with 
the principal of the notes, I | would 
therefore take the liberty to recommend 
for this purpoſe. In future time I may 
perhaps enlarge thoſe notes, and prepare 
others for the more uſeful parts of 
ſeripture, ſuch as are moſt proper to be 
read in the public aſſemblies of chriſ- 
tians. A principal advantage which at- 
tends this expounding of the ſcriptures is, 
that it gives the miniſter an eaſy oppor- 
tunity of informing his audience of many 
things, which it may be very uſeful and 
proper for them to know, but which he 
could not eaſily find an opportunity of 


intro- 
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introducing into his ſermons, or which 

might give offence if 0 were ſo As 
Py IE 11 0 8 


i uſed! t to We objeQion to the 
recitation of the apoſtles creed, or any 
creed, in public worſhip. 'But when 
I conſider that the object of chriſtian 
aſſemblies is not merely devotion, but 
likewiſe general inſtruction, and that the 
great principles of chriſtianity, and eſpe- 
cially the outlines of the goſpel hiſtory, 
cannot be too firmly impreſſed on the 
minds of all, I now think that the ſhort 
time that is taken up in the recital of 
that creed, as corrected by Mr. Lindſey, 
is very well employed. The- recitation 
of the ten commandments, as a compen- 
dium of the moſt important moral duties, 
may alſo have a ſimĩ lar good effect; and 
ſome ſelect paſſages from our Saviour 


ſermon on the Mount, and other parts of 


the New Teſtament, ofa comprehenſive 
| nature, 


a — — 1 W 


UNITARIAN SOCIETIES. 37 
nature, and practical tendency, might 
with much advantage be joined to them, 
and be recited about once a month. 


I alſo think that the recitation of ſome 
particular pſalms in which the verſes 
have the leaſt connexion, by the miniſter 
and the people jointly,” or even alter- 
nately, may be of uſe, though it has an 
aukward effect when it is applied to all 
the pſalms indiſcriminately. But of this 
practice different perſons will judge dif- 
 ferently, according to their: education and 
habits, and we ſhould endeavour'to ac- 
commodate to one —_—_— in PO ING 
of this nature. | 


On the uſo of ee W 
diſcourſes, either in illuſtration of par- 
ticular paſſages of ſcripture, or of ſeparate 
articles of chriſtian faith, or practice, I 
have no occaſion to enlarge. I ſhall 
therefore only mention a few ſets of thoſe 
that may be moſt propet for the uſe of 
Unitarian. ſocieties. But of theſe there 
| will 
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will be few that it may not be adviſable 
For ſome of the more intelligent members 
of thoſe ſocieties previouſly. to look over, 
in order to omit what may be reprehen- 
ſible in them, and perhaps to make ſome 
alterations. In ſermons, however, it 
is by no means neceſſary that every 
thing ſhould be what the audience will 
approve, as they may edify by what is 
unexceptionable, and ſhould learn not to 
be offended with the reſt. Whereas in 
Prayer, every word ſhould be ſuch as all 
perſons may, without ſcruple, make uſe 
of, becauſe they are ſuppoſed to adopt 
it, and thereby make it their own; and 
to be employed in ſelecting what they 
can uſe, and what they can not, would 
be to 1 and n the effect of 
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PTR the "SUED or diſcourſes which 
Uanitarias ſocieties may in general make 
uſe of are Tillatfon's, Clark's, Balguy , 
Pyie s, Fortin's, Foſter's, Duchal's, Lard- 


_ Bourn's (father and * Holland's, 
and 
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and Dr. Enfie/d's. I would alſo recommend 
his collection of ſermons, called The 
Engliſh Preacher, and ſome of Biſhop 
Wilſon's, which are excellent for their 
plainneſs and energy, in enforcing moral 
duties; but in the beſt of them it will 
be neceſſary to leave out what relates to 
church power, and to alter expreſſions 
favouring of Calviniſm. 


SINGING, I conſider as a moſt uſeful 

part of public worſhip, and indeed of 
private; but different perſons will be 
very differently affected with reſpect to 
it, according to their different ſenſibility 
as to muſic in general. For my own 
patt, I am by no means of opinion that 
pſalms, or hymns, ſhould be confined to 
the celebration of the praiſes of God, 
or the purpoſe of thankſgiving, though 
ſinging is peculiarly uſeful when ſo ap- 
plied. For muſic, being an aid to expreſs 
any emotion of mind, may be of uſe in 
ſorrow, as well as in joy. 


D The 


as 240701208 $440, 
The pfalms of David are of a very 


mixed nature, a great number of them 


expreſſing the deepeſt humility and con- 
trition (the language of ſome of them 
even bordering upon deſpair) while others 
are expreſſive of the moſt pleaſing emo. 
tions of mind, indicating the firmeſt 
confidence in the divine favour and bleſſ- 
ing, and a joyful perſuaſion of the divine 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, as diſ- 
played through all his works. Others 
again are of a moral nature, inculcating 
uſeful moral precepts, and expreſſing 
proper reſolutions agreeable to them; and 
ſeveral of them are hiſtorical. Excluſive 
of religion, we ſee that poetry and muſic 


have, in all ages, been applied to the 


purpoſe of morality and hiſtory, as well 
as for the expreſſion of all the affections 
of the mind. I appeal to the experience 
of thoſe who judge by their real feelings, 
whether they do not ſing pſalms and 
hymns of all the kinds above - mentioned 
* advantage. | 
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| There are ſeveral collections of pſalms 
and hymns ſufficiently corre& for the 
purpoſe of Unitarian worſhip, as thoſe 
for the uſe of the octagon chapel at 
Liverpool, Mr. Lindſey's, and that which 
Mr. Chriſtie has compiled for the uſe of 
his ſociety at Montroſe. 


PRAYER bak ag been conſidered 
as an eſſential part of the buſineſs of 
chriſtian, aſſemblies; and in this it is 
deſirable that all who attend ſhould viſi- 
bly, if not audibly, bear their part. 
I, therefore, very much approve of all the 
audience joining in ſuch parts as are more 
particularly intereſting to all, as the 
general confeſſion of ſin (which however, 
for this reaſon, ought to be very general) 
and in the petition for mercy; and if 
proper reſponſes cannot be introduced 
into the ſervice, without too much in- 
terrupting it, and ſpoiling its effect, I 
ſhould approve of, proper - pauſes, as at 
the end of each of the paragraphs in the 
following prayers, to give the audience 
2090 D 2 an 
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an opportunity of ſaying Amen, which 
might ſerve to keep up their attention, 
and intereſt them the more in what the 
miniſter was reciting. For want of ſome. 
thing of this kind, there is too viſible 
an indifference and inattention during 
prayer in moſt of the congregations of 
Diſſenters. To make this moſt impor- 
tant buſineſs in leſs danger of becoming 
languid, I do not think it adviſeable 
that any prayer ſhould take up more than 
ten minutes, or a quarter of an hour, 
though I do not admire the very ſhort 
collefts in the ſervice of the church of 
England. The general confefion, the 
general thankſgiving, and the | prayer for 
all conditions of men, are excellent models, 
and the /ifany with its reſponſes, as cor- 
rected wh e 2 1 much We 


In praying for particular beds 
would adviſe the omiſſion of all proper 


names, even that of the king; and com- 
plimentary epithets fhould be avoided 
with more care than names, as peculiarly 

improper 
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improper in the preſence of that great 
being before whom all kings and princes 
are, like all other men, as dt and aſbes. 
The terms thy ſervant our ſovereign, the 
queen, the heir apparent of the crown, &c. 
are ſufficiently characteriſtic. 


Befides my own compoſitions, I have 
here printed the excellent large form of 
prayer in &;/bop Hoadley's plain account of 
the Lord's ſupper, with ſome little altera- 
tion, and a new arrangement of the ſeve- 
ral parts of it. As it ſeems intended to 
contain every article that can with 
propriety be introduced into, a prayer, 
it is much too long to be uſed at any one 
time; but it will be very eaſy to ſelect 
from all the different heads as many pa- 
ragraphs as will ſuffice for the time men- 
tioned above; and by uſing ſome of the 
paragraphs at one time, and others at 
another, this prayer alone will furniſh 
matter for a very great variety. For {till 
greater variety recourſe may be had to 
Mr. Holland's prayers for public wor- 
2 | ſhip 
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ſhip which accompany his Sermons, in two 
volumes; and alſo to Dr. Foſter's in 


his Diſcour ſes. 


I have added prayers for ſuch particular 
caſes as are moſt frequently brought before 
chriſtian ſocieties, of which ſeveral are 
taken from thoſe which are inſerted in the 
Forms for families, annexed to my Addreſs to 
maſters of families. There'is a great pro- 
priety in bringing ſuch. caſes before 
chriſtian afſemblies, as they tend to make 
the ſituation of the ſeveral members of 
them known to each other, and to inte- 
reſt them one for another. 

| | | 

As the: Foitts ute inden led for the 
uſe of Unitarian ſocieties only, I think it 
may not be amiſs once in every year to 
make uſe of a prayer peculiarly adapted 
to their views of chriſtianity, and ex- 
preflive of their wiſhes with reſpect to 
the general prevalence of it in the world. 
I have therefore inſerted for this purpoſe 
that which I ſubj oined to the Illuſtration 


7 
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of particular texts of ſcripture, which is 
a ſequel to my ſhort Appeal to the ferigur 


profe effors of chriſtianity. 


I cannot ſay that I would recommend 
the obſervance of any other time for pub- 
lic worſhip, except that of Sunday, or 
the Lord's day. If any other be thought 
proper, I ſhould have the leaſt objection 
to Eaſter, for the purpoſe of leading the 
meditation of chriſtians to the ſubject of 
the reſurrection of Chriſt, and the bleſſings 
of chriſtianity. On this account, how- 
ever, it might not, I think, be amiſs to 
make uſe of the prayer above mentioned on 
the morning of that day. Every ſerious 
Unitarian muſt approve of the ſentiments 
of this prayer, and the occaſional uſe of 
it may be the means of reviving a juſt 
zeal for the purity of our religion, and 
may excite us to uſe our moſt active en- 
deavours for the propagation of what we 
apprehend to be truths of ſuch importance 
as thoſe of the unity of God, the placa- 
bility of his nature, and the equity of his 
D4 moral 
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moral government, together with that of 


the proper humanity of Chriſt, and his 
ſubordination to God, as his creature, 
ſervant, and meſſenger. 


One ſervice in the year will hardly be 
thought too much to appropriate to ſuch 


a purpoſe as this, in ſocieties profeſſedly 


Unitarian, and the morning of Eaſter 
Sunday may be as proper for it as any 
other. In general, I think it right 
that the whole ſervice of the uſual aſ- 
ſemblies of chriſtians ſhould be adapted 
to promote the ultimate end of them, in 
explaining the general principles, and 
inculcating the moral duties of chriſ- 
tianity, from a reſpec to that future ſtate 


of retribution with which it brings us 
acquainted. 


It has always been the cuſtom to diſ- 
miſs chriſtian aſſemblies with a ſolemn 
benediction, recommendin g the congrega- 
tion to the divine bleſſing, with an im- 
wk pour. that * may derive the 


pore 
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| proper benefit from the ſervices they have 
been attending. This is certainly very 
decent and proper. The only difficulty 
reſpects the choice of a proper form. 
There are ſeveral in the ſcriptures, of 
which the miniſter may take which he 
ſhall think the beſt; and though there is 
no reaſon why he ſhould be confined to 
them, yet they will generally 'be pre- 
ferred becauſe they are ſcriptural, and 
have been long uſed for the purpoſe. 


The moſt uſual form of benediction is 
May the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
holy ſpirit, be with us all ever more; and 
this I have uſed among others, though 
I own I have ſome objection to it, as the 
communion of the holy ſpirit appears to me 
to allude to the miraculous gifts, of 
which it is probable that all chriſtians 
partook in the age of the apoſtles. How- 
ever, as the words are not now underſtood 
in that ſenſe, ſome will not be moved 
with this objection, nobody being miſled 

or 


42 FORMS FOR 
or deceived by it. Thoſe who think it 
univerſally wrong to uſe any ſcripture 
phraſe, except in its original and proper 
ſenſe, may avoid this, and take any 
other. 


II. Or BAPTISM. 


1 DO not ſee any reaſon why Unite- 
rian chriſtians may not aſſemble together 
for the purpoſe of public worſhip, though 
ſome of them ſhould think proper 
to baptize their children, and others 
ſhould omit it; leaving it to their 
children to apply for it themſelves, when 
they ſhall be of adult age ; alſo why they 
ſhould not form one ſociety, and receive 
the Lord's ſupper together, though ſome 
of them ſhould think the rite of bap- 
tiſm not obligatory on the deſcendants 
of profeſſing chriſtians ; or laſtly, why 


they ſhould not worſhip together, and 


form one ſociety, though ſome of them 
ſhould think both baptiſm and the Lord's 
ſupper not to have been intended as ſtand- 
| ing 
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ing ordinances in the church: For my 
own part, I much approve of both thoſe 
ordinances, and think them very valu- 
able, for the reaſons which may be found 
in my Hiſtory of the Corruptions of Chris- 
tianity, and, I have accordingly drawn 
_— forms for the adminiſtration of _— 


7 


In the form for baptiſm it will be per- 


ceived that I conſider it not as any thing 
done in the name of the child, that can lay 
him under any obligation, or properly en- 
title him to any privileges afterwards; but 
fimply as what belongs to the profeſſion 
of chriſtianity in the parent; as Abraham's 
circumciſing his ſlaves was a thing fim- 
ply incumbent upon himſeff, and in which 
they were not at all intereſted. But when 
by doing any thing that 1s peculiar to 
chriſtians, a man-declares himſelf to be 
one, he neceſſarily lays himſelf under an 
obligation to act as becomes a chriſtian, 
and conſequently to educate his children 
in that faith. I therefore make this the 
fun object in the form for the admi- 

niſtration 
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niſtration of baptiſm ; and the exhorta- 
tion to the parents is ſimply to diſcharge 
their duty to their children in that 


It may be thought ſingular, that in 
the adminiſtration of baptiſm, I have 
not directed the child to be baptized 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy G But I do not 
_ underſtand that our Lord, when he gave 
his commiſſion to the apoſtles to pro- 
ſelyte and baptize all nations, meant to 
preſcribe any particular form of words, 
ſo as that they ſhould be abſolutely con- 
fined to the uſe of them; and we find 
no example in the book of Acts of any 
perſon being baptized with that form, 
but ſeveral inſtances of baptiſm ia the 
name of Chriſt only. I alſo diſlike it on 
account of the abuſe that has been made 
of it, it having been uſed as a charm, 
| and been thought to have ſome peculiar 
virtue in it; on which account it has 
been introduced into all the ſeven facra- 


ments 
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ments of the church of Rome, and has 
been uſed on various other occaſions in a 
ſuperſtitious manner. However, it may 
not be amiſs to ſay the ſame thing in 
other wards, or a kind of - paraphraſe, 
which I have therefore ſet down, to be 
uſed by the perſon who officiates, if he 
ſhould think proper; that if there be any 
propriety in that form, it may at leaſt be 
expreſſed in ſuch a manner as that its 
meaning may be underſtood, which cer- 
tainly cannot hinder any 1 yu 1 
it may have. 


I think it would be very proper for 
baptiſm to be adminiſtered, ſometimes 
at leaſt, in public; that the whole 
congregation may be reminded of their 
obligation to educate their children as 
becomes chriſtians. But if this ſhould 
be inconvenient, it is ftill adviſeable that 
a number of the perſon's friends be pre- 
ſent, to give it mote of the appearance 
and uſe of a public religious ordinance, 
and that thete may be, as it were, wit- 

neſſes 
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neſſes of the engagement which the 
parents lay themſelves under for the 
einig education of their children. 


u. 8 ＋ H E Lon p- 8 rn 


.T-HI, 8 ordinance being partioulady 
appointed, by. Chriſt. as a memorial of 
himſelf, and eſpecially of his death, it is 
natural. to conſider it as the moſt proper 
and public declaration of our. being chriſ- 
tiags, and as an opportunity of impreſſing 
our minds with a ſenſe of the great ob- 
jects and value of Chriſtianity. Theſe 
ideas I have therefore kept in view in the 
forms that I have drawn up for its ad- 
miniſtration. I have a ſtill greater variety, 
but theſe appear to me 60 be quite al 
cient 05 the purpoſs. e Or leg 
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Moſt 3 ** * * the ſarips 


ture account of this inſtitution, eſpecially 
| that very full and diſtin& one which is 
given by Paul in his epiſtle to the Co- 


, as an authority for the Pragzice 5 
but 
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but this being admitted by all the com- 
municants, I do not think it neceſſary. 
There cannot, however, be any thing 
amiſs in it, and it may be introduced 
after the firſt addreſs, and immediately 
before the firſt prayer. 


Several pſalms, or hymns, may be pro- 
per for this occaſion, but 1 have printed 
one which I generally make uſe of my- 
ſelf, as peculiarly ſuited to the purpoſe; 
being expreſſive of the proper and great 
views of chriſtians, with reſpe& to the 
preſent life of trial and diſcipline, and to 
2 future happy ſtate to whiclit leads. 
With ſuch ſentiments as theſe the minds 
of chriſtians cannot be too ſtrongly i im- 
preſſed. In a time of outward peace and 
reſt we mix with the world, and are apt 
to conform too much to it. It is of more 
conſequence, therefore, frequently to re- 
collect that we are chriſtians; and what 


are our great duties and en Pr oy as 
ſuch. | | 


I can- 


I cannot help taking this opportunity 
of expreſſing my earneſt with, that the 
celebration of the Lord's ſupper may be- 
gin at an earlier period of life than hag 
been uſual in this country. With foreign 
Proteſtants it commences. in early youth; 
and I ſee no reaſon why children may not 

be brought to this, as ſoon as to any other 
| part of chriſtian worſhip. They are 
equally. incapable of underſtanding what 
is ſaid and done in all of them; but 
their attention is excited, a general idea 
of reverence and reſpect for religious or- 
dinances is impreſſed, and in due time they 
will enter into them with underſtanding. 
Whereas, when communion is omitted 
till the age of diſcretion, we have ſuffici- 
ent proof in the conduct of the rational 
diſſenters, that perſons eafily fall into a 
habit of negleQing the ſervice. entirely. 
Had there | been any fixed period, and eſ- 
| cially an early one, for receiving the | 

Lord 8 ſupper, ſo that it would have been 
thought 2 and have been parti- 
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cularly noticed, if any perſon had not 
then communicated, the attendance upon 
this ordinance would, no doubt, have 
been as general as it is upon any other part 
of public worſhip. But when the habit 
of non-attendance is formed, perſons 
have the averſion to any thing which is 
neu or /ingular to overcome, before they 
can bring themſelves to it, 


It may be ſufficient to adminiſter the 
Lord's ſupper once in every month, or 
two months; and then let part of the 
preceding ſervice be omitted, ſo as to 
bring the whole within the compaſs of 
an hourand a half, or at moſt, of two hours. 


IV. Or THE FUNERAL SERVICE. 


OF this office no particular account 
is neceſſary. I have endeavoured, in the 
whole of it, to impreſs the minds of chriſ- 
tians with ſuch ſentiments as it becomes 
them to cheriſh on the removal of their 


friends by death; reminding them of 
E the 
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the neceſſary condition on which we hold 
this life, and all its enjoyments, of the 
certainty of death, the uncertainty that 
there is with reſpe to the time and the 
manner of it, and of that reſurrection and 
future ſtate to which we ſhould be ha- 
bitually looking. 


I have no office for marriage, becauſe, 
by the laws of this country, no Diſſen- 
ters, except. Quakers, are permitted to 
ſolemnize it. If the legiſlature ſhould 
hereafter think proper to remove this in- 
croachment on our chriſtian liberty, a 
form may be drawn up for the purpoſe; 
or that which is in Mr. Lindſey's prayer- 
book may ſuffice. In the mean time it 
is to be wiſhed that this office in the book 
of common prayer (which is but ill 
conſtructed, and in ſome reſpects rather 
indelicate) might be reviſed and im- 
proved. 
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V. Or SERVICES FOR DAYS OF PUBLIC 
FASTING AND THANKSGIVING. 


IT may be thought difficult to provide 
proper ſervices for days of public faſting 
or thankſgiving, becauſe they are only 
appointed on particular occaſions, and 
reſpe& particular conjunctures of public 
affairs. But notwithſtanding this, there 
is no occafion for the ſervices being very 
particular. On the contrary, I think it 
is, on the whole, more proper that the 
language of devotion on ſuch occaſions 
be general, capable of being mentally 
applied to any particular occurrences or 
events. 


Alſo, whether the occaſion be a joy- 
ful one, requiring thankſgiving, or a 
mournful one, requiring humiliation, ge- 
neral thankſgiving for national bleſſings, 
and general confeſſion of national fins are 
equally proper; ſo that, in fact, there is 
no reaſon for much difference in the ſer- 

E 2 VICES, 
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vices. However, as forms of devotion 
are always prepared and publiſhed for the 
uſe of the eſtabliſhed church on theſe 
occaſions, it will be eaſy for the mem- 
bers of Unitarian ſocieties to take what- 
ever may be thought proper from them, 
and to introduce it into the prayers that I 
ſhall inſert for thoſe occaſions in this 
work. | 


It will alſo be eaſy to chuſe /ermons 
relating to national calamities, national 
mercies, or national duties in general; 
ſo that, upon the whole, ſocieties con- 
fiſting of laymen only, may with great 


advantage aſſemble for the purpoſe of 
public worſhip, and mutual edification, 
on days of public faſting and thankſ- 
giving, as a part of the whole commu- 
nity, feeling and expreſſing themſelves 
accordingly, as well as on the Lord's day, 
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FOR THE 


SERVICE OF THE LORD's DAY. 


Let the ſervice begin with finging the 
hundredth pſalm, by Dr. Watts, or 
any other that may be thought more 
proper ; in order to give the congre- 
gation an opportunity of aſſembling, 
and of ſeating themſelves with the 
leaſt diſturbance to each other. 


THE INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 


LMIGHTY and ever bleſſed 
God: We thank thee that we, who 

are now aſſembled in thy preſence, 
have, by the care of thy providence, 
been preſerved through the various em- 
ployments of the week paſt, that we 
now reſt from our labours, and can unite, 
E 3 in 
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in theſe favourable circumſtances, in acts 
of public worſhip ; celebrating thy per- 
fections, as the only proper object of 
religious homage, gratefully acknow- 
ledging thy manifold goodneſs, as the 
author of all our powers, both of action 
and of enjoyment, humbling ourſelves 
before thee for our ingratitude and tranſ- 
greſſions of thy law, and devoting our- 


ſelves to thy ſervice, in the faithful 
diſcharge of our duty in life. 


May our regular and due attendance 
upon the ordinances of thy worſhip on 
theſe days be a means of impreſſing our 
minds with theſe juſt and important 
ſentiments, and thereby equally prepare 
us for the chearful and proper diſcharge 
of the duties of life, and alſo for that 
reſt which remains for thy people when 
the labours of life ſhall be over. 


That our waiting upon thee in acts 
of public worſhip may anſwer theſe 
valuable ends, we would now exert all 

0 the 
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the force of our faculties to call off our 
attention from every foreign and im- 
proper object, and to realize to our minds 
things unſeen; that we may contemplate 
with pleaſure and conftancy the things 
that relate to our everlaſting peace and 
welfare, before they ſhall be for ever hid 
from our eyes. We would above all 
things dread to draw nigh to thee with 
our lips, and worſhip thee with our 
mouths only, when our hearts are far 
from thee. 


Bleſs all the aſſemblies of thy wor- 
ſhipping people on this day. May thy 
word have its free courſe, and be glori- 
fied, and may it not be the complaint of 
thy miniſtering ſervants, Who hath be- 
lieved our report, and to whom hath the 
arm of the Lord been revealed. When 
on this day we join with our fellow 
creatures, and our fellow chriſtians, in 
one common addreſs to thee, the Father 
of our ſpirits, expreſſing our joint ſenti- 
ments, deſires, and expectations, do thou 
| E 4 hear 
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hear in heaven, and grant us an anſwer 
of peace. And when we thus unite in 
preſenting our ſupplications to thee, grant 
to us we beſeech thee thoſe things which 
thou knoweſt to be truly good for us, 
though we, through our ignorance, 
ſhould negle& to pray for them; and 
avert from us thoſe which thou knoweſt 
to be hurtful to us, though we, through 
like ignorance, ſhould n deſire 
them as bleſſings. 


Do thou, we entreat thee, in all re- 
ſpects, more and better for us than we 
are able to aſk or think, according to 
thy infinite goodneſs, manifeſted to us 
in the goſpel of thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. This we aſk in his name, 
and as his diſciples, and through him 
we aſcribe unto thee, the only living 
and true God, everlaſting praiſes, Amen. 


A leſſor 
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A leſſon out of the Old Teſtament, and 
another out of the New ; with illiſ- 
trations, if they can be conveniently 
procured. | 


A P8ALM OR HYMN. 


TE PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


A LMIGHTY and ever-blefſed God : 

We adore thee as a being ſelf- 
exiſtent, independent, and abſolutely per- 
fect, the ſource of life and of happineſs 
to all that enjoy them. We reverence 
and adore thee as the maker, and con- 
ſtant preſerver of all things. Thou 
ſpakeſt and it was done, thou commandedſt 
and this goodly frame of nature ſtood 
faſt ; and all things ſtill continue accord- 
ing to thy original appointment, for all 
things ſerve thee. Thine, O Lord, is 
the greatneſs, and the glory, and the 


majeſty. 
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majeſty. All things in heaven and earth 
are thine, and thou art exalted as King 


over all. 


We adore thee as a being who art 
preſent through the whole extent of thy 
works. The heavens, yea the heaven 
of heavens, cannot contain thee; but 
thou art every where, keeping in vigour 
the laws which thou haſt eſtabliſhed in 
nature, and likewiſe controuling them 
at thy ſovereign pleaſure, for thou doeſt 
whatever thou pleaſeſt in the armies of 
heaven above, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth. None can ſtay thine hand, 
| or ſay unto thee, what doeſt thou. 


We rejoice in the conſideration of our 
being the objects of thy care, and the ſub- 
jects of thy government; for thou art 
good and doſt good continually. From 
thy bounty we receive all the bleſſings 
af this life, and all our hopes with re- 
ſpe& to another and a better. From thee 


it 18 that we receive the bread that we 
cat, 
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eat, the raiment with which we are 
cloathed, the habitations in which we 
dwell, the manifold advantages which 
we derive from domeſtic and from civil 
ſociety, and whatever tends to make our 
abode here below in any meaſure com- 
fortable and happy. 


But above all are we indebted to thee 
for bleſſings of a moral and ſpiritual na- 
ture, which extend beyond this preſent 
tranſitory life ; for the communication of 
thy will to us, reſpecting our conduct 
here and our expectations hereafter; more 
eſpecially, that in this land of darkneſs, 
this region of the ſhadow of death, where 
we ſee that the grave is the houſe ap- 
pointed for all living, life and immor- 
tality are fully brought to light to us 
in the gofpel; and that in the reſur- 
rection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from 
the dead, we have not only a proof, but 
alſo a pattern exhibited to us of a future 
univerſal reſurrection, when all that are 
in the grave ſhall hear the voice of the 

ſon 
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fon of man. Hereby we are alſo abun- 
dantly confirmed in our faith in his goſ- 
pel, which aſſures us, that whoſoever 
believes in him, and obeys his goſpel, 
ſhall not finally periſh, but ſhall have 
everlaſting life. We rejoice that by his 
reſurrection we are begotten again to the 
hope of an inheritance, incorruptible, un. 
defiled, and that fadeth not away, ſurely 
reſerved in heaven for us. 


What ſhall we render to thee, O God, 
for this thy diſtinguiſhing goodneſs to us, 
Bleſs the Lord, O our fouls, and all 
that is within us, bleſs his holy name. 
But, alas! when we look back upon our 
paſt lives, we muſt charge ourſelves with 
much ingratitude and diſobedience. Of 
thee, our God, in whoſe hands our breath 
is, and whoſe are all our ways, have we 
been unmindful. Though thou haſt 
nouriſhed, and brought us up as children, 
we have rebelled againſt thee. Too 
often, alas! have we followed thedevices 
and deſires of our own. depraved hearts, 

till 
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till we have been betrayed into ſinful ex- 
ceſſes. We have done many things that 
we ought not to have done, and have left 
undone things that we ought to have 
done; ſo that ſhouldſt thou be ſtrict to 
mark iniquity, no fleſh living could be 

juſtified, and our future proſpects would 
be moſt alarming. 


All our hope is founded on the conſi- 
deration of that mercy which is eſſential 
to thy nature, as a being infinitely good, 
and which thou haſt publiſhed to all the 
world, in the moſt ſatisfactory manner, 
by thy ſervants the prophets, and by thy 
fon Chritt Jeſus; by means of whoſe goſ- 
pel thou art reconciling a ſinful world to 
thyſelf, not imputing to them thoſe treſ- 
paſſes of which they repent, and which 
they fincerely forſake. Thou haſt ſaid, 
Let the wicked forſake his ways, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and let 
him turn to thee, his God, and thou will 
have mercy upon him, yea, thou will 
abundantly pardon. e 

It 
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It is upon theſe merciful terms that 
we ſolicit thy favour, repenting of our 
fins, and endeavouring to bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance. In whatever 
reſpects we are now convinced we have 
in our paſt lives done amiſs, we will 
reſolve for the future to do ſo no more, 
but make it our ſincere and our conſtant 
endeavour to walk in all thy holy com- 
mandments blameleſs. 


Having hitherto lived too much the 
ſlaves of ſin, we would for the future 


become the ſervants of righteouſneſs, 
that our fruit may be holineſs, and our 


end everlaſting life. We would hence- 
forth exerciſe ourſelves unto godlineſs, 
in order to preſerve a conſcience void of 
offence, towards thee our God, and to- 
wards all our fellow creatures. 


In the performance of all the great 
duties of life, may we derive inſtruction 
and aſſiſtance from the principles of the 
goſpel which we profeſs, By its pre- 


I cepts 
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cepts and motives may we be enabled 
to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly lufts, 
and to live righteouſly, ſoberly, and 
piouſly here below ; ever looking towards 
the bleſſed hope, which is ſet before us 
in the goſpel, even the glorious appear- 
ance of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and that he might purify to himſelf a 
peculiar people zealous of good works ; 
and who, at his fecond coming, fhall 
change theſe bodies of ours, that they 
may be faſhioned like unto his glorified 
body, even in that day when this cor- 
ruption ſhall put on incorruption, and 
this mortal ſhall put on immortality. 
While, therefore, we name the name 
of Chriſt, by calling ourſelves chriſtians, 
and aſſembling ourſelves together as ſuch, 
may we be careful to be chriftians not 
in name and profeffion only, but alfo 
in deed and in truth; approving our- 


ſelves to be the friends and followers of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, by doing whatſoever he hath 
commanded us. 


While we thus endeavour to a& in 
all reſpects as becomes the diſciples of 
Chriſt, and to approve our hearts before 
thee by well doing, may we be enabled 
to caſt all our anxious care upon thee 
who careſt for us; not diſtreſſing our- 
ſelves about what we ſhall eat, or what 
we ſhall drink, or wherewithal we ſhall 
be cloathed ; knowing that thou our 
heavenly father art acquainted with all 
our wants, and that thou will provide 
for them as far as will be truly fit and 
proper for us; being well aſſured that, 
if we in the firſt place ſecure an intereſt 
in thy favour, by the conſcientious diſ- 
charge of our duty in life, every thing 
that is truly good and needful for us 
will certainly be added to us; that we 
ſhall be fed with food conyenient for 
us, and when we have done thy will, 
and have ſeen thy goodneſs here below, 
an abundant entrance will at length be 
adminiſ- 
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adminiſtered unto us into thine ever- 
laſting kingdom in glory, 


Having this great proſpect continually 
before us, we would endeavour to perfect 
holineſs in thy fear, even that holineſs 
of heart and of life, -without which no 
man can ſee the Lord, 


Hear us, Almighty God, we humbly 
entreat thee in theſe our requeſts. We 
aſk it as the diſciples of thy ſon Chriſt 
Jeſus, in whoſe words we farther call 
upon thee, as Our Father who art in 
heaven ; hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us day 
by day our daily bread. Forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen. 


F A PSALM 
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A Psairm OR HyMN. 


THE SERMON. 


A PSALM OR HYMN $UITED To 
THE SUBJECT OF THE OER MON. 


THE CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


LMIGHTY God and moſt merciful 
father : We thank thee for all thy 
gifts, and for all our privileges. We 
thank thee for the valuable gift of 
reaſon, whereby we are naturally capable 
of religion, of knowing our dependence 
upon thee, our maker, with the various 
duties arifing from our fituation, and have 
the-power of fulfilling them. More eſpe- 
cially would we thank 'thee at this time 
for the advantages which we derive from 
the chriſtian religion, and the privilege of 
chriſtian worſhip, which we have now 
I | 
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May we return from our meditations 
upon thy word, and from theſe exerciſes 
of devotion, into the various buſy ſcenes 
of life, with hearts better able to with- 
ſtand the temptations to which we ſhall 
be expoſed, and better prepared for the 
diſcharge of every duty; that it may ap- 
pear to have been good for us thus to 
draw nigh unto thee; that good impreſ- 
ſions having been made upon our minds, 
we may with greater alacrity run the 
chriſtian race that is ſet before us; and, 
acquiring daily more of a chriſtian tem- 
per and of a divine likeneſs, we may in 
due time be ripe for glory and a happy 
r 


Do thou, who art the father of all 
the families of the earth, extend thy com- 
paſſion to all our brethren of mankind. 
May the great bleſſings of thy ſon's goſpel 
be univerſally. diffuſed. Purify chriſ- 
tian churches from every thing that de- 
baſes true religion, and obſtructs its effi- 


cacy on the minds of men; and may it 
| "7 finally 
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finally prevail to the extirpation of idola- 
try, Mahommedan deluſion, and Popiſh 
ſuperſtition. May thine antient people 
the Jews be at length brought within the 
pale of the church of Chriſt, together 
with the fulneſs of the gentiles ; that, 
in thy due time, all thy rational oftspring 
may be worſhippers of thee, the only liv- 


Ing and true God, by Jeſus Chriſt whom 
thou haſt ſent. 


Shew thy favour to this land of our 
nativity. Pardon our many fins, which 
might juſtly bring dæwn upon us thy 
heavy judgments. Promote the great 
work of reformation among all ranks and 
degrees of men among us; and upon the 
folid foundation of public virtue may the 
public happineſs and tranquility be eſta- 
bliſhed. Bleſs thy ſervant, our ſovereign, 
eſtabliſh his throne in righteouſneſs, and 
may the preſent reigning family be the 
inſtruments in thy hands of continuing 
to us, our invaluable liberties, civil and 
religious, Bleſs the queen and every 
branch 
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branch of the royal family; and make 
them as eminent for their princely vir- 
tues and accompliſhments, as they are 


for their high ſtations in life. 


Give peace in our times, O Lord, or 
grant ſucceſs to our arms, in every juſt 
and neceſſary war. May our manufac- 
tures and commerce flouriſh. May we 
have proper weather for bringing to per- 
feflion, and for gathering in the fruits 
of the earth. Thus may our poor be 
ſatisfied with bread ; and while we live 
in the enjoyment of every temporal bleſſ- 
ing, may we not abuſe thy goodneſs, by 
indulging to luxury and exceſs, but 
may we expreſs our gratitude to thee, 
the giver of all good, by the temperate 
and generous uſe of all our bleſſings. 


Bleſs, O Lord, we entreat thee, the 
great council of the nation whenever they 
are aſſembled, and make all their con- 
ſultations to iſſue in the public good. 
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May thoſe who are intruſted with the 
conduct of national affairs be endued 
with wiſdom and integrity proper. for 
their important ſtations, Proſper their 
juſt apd good deſigns, and over-rule all 
their meaſures for the real good of this 


people. 


Bleſs all ranks and degrees of men 
among us, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, May thoſe who are great, be 
the more conſpicuouſly, and the more 
exemplarily, good, patterns of virtue, 
and of proper behaviour, to their inferiors, 


Moore eſpecially, bleſs thy ſervants the 

miniſters of thine everlaſting goſpel, 
of every denomination throughout the 
land, Succeed their faithful labours 
in thy ſon's vineyard, and make them 
mighty, by. thy power, in converting 
finners from the evil of their ways, and 
eſtabliſhing thy people in the ways of 
truth and of EEG. 


Bleſs 
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Bleſs this congregation now aſſembled 
before thee. May they be equally diſ- 
tinguiſhed by maintaining, and holding 
up to the view of the world, the genuine 
doctrines of the goſpel, and by a life and 
converſation agreeable to it. May their 
light ſo ſhine before men, that others, 
ſeeing their good works, may glorify 
thee, their father in heaven; that, at 
length, they may make part of that 
church which ſhall be gathered from all 
nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, 
complete in Chriſt their head. 


Attend, we humbly entreat thee, to 
the devout thankſgivings and the reaſon- 
able requeſts of the individuals that com- 
poſe this ſociety, 


* * * * * 


SanRify to us, we entreat thee, all the 
diſpenſations of thy wiſe and juſt pro- 


*,* Here introduce the forms for particular occaſions. 
F 4 vidence 
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vidence reſpecting us, that we may grow 
wiſer and better by all that we enjoy, 


and by all that we ſuffer here below, 
being trained up in thy love and in thy 


fear for a glorious and happy immortality, 
Now to the king eternal, immortal, and 
inviſible, the only wile, living, and true 
God, be glory for ever, Amen. 


THE BLEzSSING. 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the love of God, and the communion 
of his holy ſpirit, be with us all ever. 
more, Amen, 


Or, | 


Grace, mercy, and peace, from God 
the Father, And from Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, be with us all evermore. 


Or, 
Bleſſed are all they who hear the word 
1 God, and _ it, 


Or, 
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Or, 


May the God of all grace, who 
has called us to his eternal glory by 
Chriſt Jeſus, make us perfect, eſtabliſh, 
ſtrengthen, and ſettle us. To him be 
glory and dominion, for ever and ever, 
Amen, 


FORMS FOR PARTICULAR OCCASIONS, 


To be introduced in the laſt prayer. 


I. For a woman near her time of delivery. 


M AY thy favour and bleſſing attend 

thy hand-maid who is expecting 
. the painful hour of child birth. Bring 
her to her proper time, and make joy 
and gladnefs ſucceed to anxiety and pain. 


IT. A thankſgromg after a ſafe delivery. 
WE join with thine hand-maid in re- 
turning thee thanks for delivering her in 
the perilous hour of child-bearing, and 
making her the living mother of a living 
and 


74 FORMS FOR 


and perfect child. May a ſenſe of this 
thy goodneſs to her deeply impreſs her 
heart, and influence her future conduct; 
and may both thy ſervants join to educate 
their child in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. May it live to be the joy 
of its parents, and a blefling to ſociety, 


III. Another form to be uſed when the 
child is dead. | 


WE join with thine hand-maid in re- 
turning thee thanks for delivering her in 
the hour of child-bed, though it has 
ſeemed good to thy wiſe providence not 
to ſpare the life of the child. Sanctify 
the affliction, Perfect the recovery of thy 

ſervant, and may a ſenſe of this thy good- 
neſs to her deeply impreſs her mind, and 
influence her future conduct. 


IV. For a perſon under inoculatian for the 
ſmall pox, 


BLESS the means that are made uſe 


of to leſſen the malignity of an infectious 
| and 
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and dangerous diſorder. Carry thy ſer- 
vant in ſafety through all the flages of it, 
and may the life which thou preſerveſt be 
devoted to thy ſervice, 


V. Por a perſon who is dangerouſly fick. 


DO thou, our moſt merciful God and 
father, who art a preſent help in time of 
trouble, and who haſt in thy word parti- 
cularly encouraged thoſe who are afflicted 


to pray, have compaſſion on thy ſervant, 
on whom thou haſt laid thy afflictive 


hand. Thou fayeſt to diſeaſes, Go, and 
they go; Come, and they come, to anſwer 
the wiſe and gracious purpoſes of thy pro- 
vidence. If it be thy pleaſure, reſtore thy 
ſervant to his health, and a capacity of 
uſefulneſs in life. But above all do thou 
fit him, and all of us, who are concerned 
for him, for thy holy will; and whatever 
be the ifſue, may all theſe afflictions, 
which are but for a moment, be a means 
of working out for us a far more exceed- 
ing and an eternal weight of glory, by 
making 
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making us look not ſo much at the things 


which are ſeen and temporary, as at thoſe 
things which are unſeen and eternal. 


VI. A thankſeiving for recovery from fichneſs, 


WWE join with thy ſervant in returning 
thee thanks for the great mercy thou haſt 
ſhewn to him in his recovery from a dan- 
gerous diſorder. May a grateful ſenſe of 
this thy goodneſs deeply impreſs his mind, 
and all our minds; and may his life, 
| which thou haſt ſpared, and may our lives 
which thou preſerveſt, by the watchful 
care of thy providence over us, be devoted 


to thy ſervice. 


VII. For a perſon undertaking a journey. 


Do thou, who preſerveſt man and 
beaft, protect thy ſervant who is under- 
taking a journey, from all the dangers 


to which he may be expoſed in the 
courſe of it. Teach him to acknowledge 
thee in all his ways, do thou direct his 

paths, 


UNITARIAN SOCIETIES. 77 


paths, and cauſe him to return in health 
and ſafety to his family and friends. 


VIII. A thankſgrving after a return from 


a journey. 


We join with thy ſervant in returning 
thee thanks for preſerving him from all 
the dangers to which he has been expoſed 
in a journey, and for reſtoring him to 
his family and friends in health and 
ſafety. While we rejoice in thy goodneſs 
on this account, may we be careful to 
expreſs the ſenſe we have of our obli- 
gation to thee by a ſuitable life and 
converſation. 


IX. To be uſed before a voyage. 


Do thou who ſayeſt to the ſea, Be 
calm, and its waves obey thy command- 
ment, preſerve thy ſervant, who 1s 
undertaking a voyage, from the dangers 
to which he will be expoſed on that 
unſtable element ; and give his friends 
an opportunity of rejoicing with him, 

and 
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and praifing thy name, on his ſafe re- 


turn. 


X. To be uſed after a voyage. 


We thank thee, Lord of heaven and 
earth, who raiſeſt and ſtilleſt the waves 
of the ſea, that thou haſt graciouſly pre- 
ſerved thy ſervant from the dangers to 
which he has been expoſed in his voyage. 
May he be duly ſenſible of his obligation 
to thee the author of all good, and live 

to thy praiſe. | 


XI. For per ſons newly married. 


Bleſs thy ſervants who have entered 
upon a new and endearing relation in 
life. May they ſeriouſly attend to the 
important duties, that they may enjoy 
the proper ſatisfactions of it. May they 
walk before their houſe in a perfect way, 
and live together as heirs of the grace of 
life, being helpers of each others joy, 
and promoting each others temporal, but 
more eſpecially their everlaſting intereſt. 
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May they live together in love and peace, 
that thon, the God of love and of peace, 
mayeſt be with them. 


FoR THE AFTERNOON SERVICE: 


The order the ſame, in all reſpects, as in 
the morning 


Tag INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 


LMIGHTY and ever-blefied Lord 
our God: We adore thee as the 
king eternal, immortal, and inviſible, 
the only living and true God. Thon 
dwelleſt in light which no man can 
approach unto, whom no man hath ſeen 
or can ſee, Yet, great as thou art, 
infinitely - exalted above all adoration, 
bleſſing, or praiſe, and ſtanding in no 
need of the ſervices of the moſt exalted 
of thy creatures, thou art pleaſed to 
extend thy goodneſs to the loweſt of 
them; and with reſpe& to us, thine 
offspring of the human race, thou haſt 


conde- 
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condeſcended to ſtile thyſelf a God heat 
ing prayer, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 
greſſion and ſin; and thou haſt appointed 
one day in ſeven on which we ſhould 


worſhip thee in a more public and ſolemn 
manner. 


Do thou, whoſe preſence fills heaven 
and earth, but who art more peculiarly 
preſent in the aſſemblies of thy worſhip- 
ping people, correct whatever may be 
amiſs in our preſent diſpoſitions, that we 
may worſhip thee, who art a ſpirit, in 
ſpirit and in truth, with reverence and 
with godly fear ; that we may enter with 
a proper frame of mind into every part 
of the ſolemn work before us; confeſſing 
our fins with truly humble, penitent, 
and contrite hearts ; ſinging thy praiſes 
with devotion and underſtanding ; aſking 
favours of thee with a diſpoſition of 
mind proper for the receiving of them, 
and offering up our thankſgivings to thee 
for favours. already received with hearts 


duly ſenfible of the value of them, and 


ſincerely 
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fincerely diſpoſed to make the moſt pro- 
per returns, 


We profeſs thus to aſſemble ourſelves 
together to render that homage which is 
due from thy depending creatures, to 
thee who art our creator, preſerver, and 
conſtant benefactor; to impreſs our minds 
with a juſt ſenſe of the purity of thy 
nature, and the equity of thy moral 
government, and to acquaint ourſelyes 
with thy will and our duty ; in order to 
acquire a habit of obeying thy laws 
through the whole courſe of our lives. 
Grant that our preſent aſſembling together 
may anſwer theſe important moral pur- 
poſes ; and to this end may that portion 
of thy word, which ſhall be recommended 
to our more particular conſideration at 
this time, be thoroughly underſtood, be 
duly meditated upon, and eſpecially be 
reduced into practice by us. 


Grant that by thus waiting upon thee, 
according to thy wiſe and gracious ap- 
G pointment, 
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pointment, we may improve in every 
thing amiable, excellent, and praiſe- 
worthy, ſo as to. be qualified for the 
proper diſcharge of our duty in this life, 
and to be better prepared for ſpending 
an everlaſting ſabbath of Teſt and joy 
with thee in the world above. This we 
aſk in the name, and as the diſciples, of 
thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, through 
whom to thee, O Father, the only living 
and true God, be glory for ever, Amen, 


The large form of prayer by Biſhop Hoadley, 
with the parts aa to be ofed before 
the ſermon. 


I. ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING, 


O0 GOD, thou maker and governor 

of the world, who art perfect in all 
that is truly great and lovely: We, thy 
unworthy ſervants, appear before thee 
under the deepeſt ſenſe of thy glorious 
perfections, and of our own great and 
many failings and imperfections. 


. 


We 
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We know, O God, that thy perfections 
are far exalted above all that can be con- 
ceived of expreſſed by us; that thy mer- 
cies are above all our thanks, and that 
thy unalterable attributes ſtand not in 
need of any homage that we can pay: 
but it becomes us to acknowledge, and 
celebrate them. 


The glories of thy nature are the glo- 
ries of perfect power and perfect holineſs, 
adorned with perfect goodneſs, and guided 
by unerring wiſdom and knowledge ; 
ſuch glories as are in themſelves worthy 
of our higheſt admiration and praiſes, as 
well as the foundation of all the happi- 
neſs that we ourſelves can poſh bly enjoy | 


or hope 12 1 


A808 it . us to celebrate the 
lovely perfections of thy nature, as it is 
in itſelf; ſo are we indiſpenſably obliged 
to pay thee our moſt grateful acknow- 


ledgments for the diſplay of thoſe per- 
G 2 fections 
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fections in all thy diſpenſations towards 
thy creatures, and for every inſtance of 
thy tender regard to us. Accept, there- 
fore, O gracious Lord, and merciful 
father, the poor tribute of our unfeigned 
thanks for the manifold experience which 
we have had of thy loving kindneſs, and 
the many marks we have received of thine 
undeſerved favour. To thee we owe our 
exiſtence, and together with it all the 
faculties and powers that diſtinguiſh our 
nature from that of the lower animal 
world. And as it is impoſſible to con- 
ceive any end in creating us, and placing 
us in that rank of creatures to which we 
belong, but the glory of communicating 
thy own happineſs in all fitting propor- 
tion: ſo when we conſider what it is 
to be made capable of knowing thee, the 
fountain of all good, of imitating thee, 
the great original of all perfection, and 
of enjoying thy favour, the foundation 
of all laſting and ſubſtantial happinels ; 
we muſt acknowledge thy undeſerved 
| goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, and for ever praiſe thee for 
making us capable of ſuch 11 
bleſſings. 


We muſt remember, likewiſe, with 
the higheſt gratitude before thee, that, 
in order to ſecure and carry forward this 
gracious end of our creation the more 
effectually, it hath pleaſed thy goodneſs 
to ſend thy beloved ſon into the world; 
to teach, and live, and die, in order to 
ſave us from our ſins, and to conduct us 
effectually to our true and everlaſting 
happineſs. We bleſs thee for the divine 
inſtructions he hath given his followers 
concerning the certain method of obtain- 
ing eternal life; for the blameleſs and 
perfect example of holineſs and patience, 
he hath ſet before us; for his humbling 
himſelf, even to the death upon the 
croſs, and ſhedding his blood in obe- 
dience to thy will; and for his plain 
declarations of thy gracious acceptance 
of all ſuch as fincerely receive him as 
their maſter, and heartily endeavour to 

G 3 | know 
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know and comply with his terms. We 
bleſs thee for the mighty evidences he 
gave that he was truly ſent by thee on ſo 
gracious an errand, by the purity of his 
doctrine, by the integrity of his life, by 
the nature and number of his miracles, 
by the glory of his reſurrection after an 
ignominious death, by his aſcenſion into 
heaven, and by his pouring down from 
thence the wonderful gifts of the holy 
ſpirit, in order to the propagation of 
his religion, and the ſettlement of his 
church: by all theſe arguments eſtabliſh. 
ing our conſciences in peace and truth. 
Me bleſs thee that the joyful ſound of 
thy goſpel hath arrived to this part of 
the world ; that it hath here, by the 
_ peculiar favour of thy good providence, 
been [reformed from many groſs abuſes 
under which it long laboured ; and now 
lies open to the ſtudy and view of all 
men: that by thy merciful appoint- 
ment we have been called to the know- 
ledge of it, as it is in itſelf, and ſo are 

| the 
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the better aſſured of the true way to 
happineſs ; the more engaged to follow 
after it; and the more likely to obtain 
great degrees of it, if we be not wanting 
to ourſelves : for all which inſtances of 
thine undeſerved and ineſtimable good- 
neſs, no words can ſufficiently expreſs 
the grateful ſentiments which ought to 
fill and poſſeſs our ſouls. 


Accept, likewiſe, O God, our moſt 
hearty and unfeigned thanks for the con- 
ſtant regards of thy good providence to- 
wards us; to which we are indebted for 
many fingular and peculiar happineſſes. 
To thee we owe that we were born in 
a country where chriſtianity is ſecurely 
profeſſed ; that we have been inſtructed 
in the principles of true religion and 
virtue, and our minds led to the know- 
ledge of the moſt uſeful and impor- 
tant truths; and particularly that we 
have been ſecured by thy goodneſs from 
many of thoſe great and hazardous trials, 


1 have ſo often proved fatal to 
G 4 others. 
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others. To thee we owe whatever op- 
portunities we have enjoyed of improv- 
ing ourſelves in what is truly ' praiſe 
worthy; whatever peculiar advantages 
there are in that condition in which it 


| hath pleaſed thee to place us with re- 


ſpe& to this world, towards the attaining 
the greateſt good and happineſs of rea- 
ſonable creatures. To thee, the great 
creator and governor of the world, we 
owe all theſe bleflings; and to thee we 


offer up our ſincere * 
for them. 

We bleſs thee for that daily care of 
thy government over this world, by 
which we have been preſerved ever ſince 
we were born, from a variety of dan- 
gers, many more than we can number, 
and many more than we know of. A 
mercy which we ought thankfully to ac- 
knowledge, not merely with reſpect to 
this life, but to a better; as by theſe 


means we have ſtill greater opportunities 
advancing yet farther in the paths of 
2180. virtue, 
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virtue, and adding an increaſe of our 
happineſs in the world to come. 


We Frag likewiſe, + to e our 
unfeigned thanks for all thoſe tem poral 
bleſſings and conveniences by which thou 
haſt made our paſſage through this world 
much more tolerable and eafy than it 
could otherwiſe have been; for the uſe 
of our reaſon and underſtanding preſerved 
to us, without which all other bleſſings 
are vain; for that meaſure of health and 
ſtrength, that eaſe and freedom from pain 
which we have enjoyed ; for the ſupport 
of friendſhip and ſociety ; for the com- 
forts of food, raiment, and habitation, 
and for all the good things with which 
thou haſt in mercy ſurrounded us, and 
thoſe in whoſe good eſtate we are nearly 
concerned; whilſt ſo many others paſs 
their lives under the heavy "1298 * 
bh contrary. evils. 


What can we e unto thee, O 
_ worthy of all the numberleſs in- 
| ſtances 
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ſtances of thy favour which we have ex- 
perienced. We praiſe and magnify thy 
great and glorious name; and acknow- 
ledge ourſelves under the ſtricteſt and 
moſt indiſpenſable obligations to live and 
act, in all reſpects as becomes thoſe who 
have taſted ſo largely of thy loving kind- 
neſs. We profeſs, O Lord, our hearty 
reſolution of endeavouring to do ſo; and 
offer up our ſincere deſires, that, by the 
conſideration of what we have now re- 
membered before thee, we may be led to 
make returns in ſome degree ſuitable to 
ſo many, and ſo great inſtances of thy 
goodneſs. | 


Let the ſerious contemplation of thy 
glories and perfections, excite us to en- 
deavour conſtantly to adorn our own 
natures with - thoſe moral perfections 
which we acknowledge to be ſo worthy 
of praiſe, and engage us to imitate what 
appears ſo truly lovely and glorious. 
Let the conſideration of thy merciful 


deſign in making us capable of knowing 
1 
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\ 
thee, and being eternally happy in thy 
favour, powerfully move us to make ſuch 
an uſe of thoſe faculties with which 
thou haſt endowed us, that they may 
lead us to a ſenſe of this happineſs, and 
conduct us ſafe to the poſſeſſion of thoſe 
pleaſures which are at thy right hand. 
Let thy unſpeakable mercy in ſending 
thy ſon into the world, for the ſecuring 
and promoting our happineſs, effectually 
influence us to embrace his offers, to 
fulfil his commands, to imitate his ex- 
ample, and to live in all reſpects as 
becomes his diſciples. Let the ſenſe of 
thoſe peculiar advantages which we have 
by thy ſpecial favour enjoyed, lead us 
to ſuch a careful uſe and improvement 
of them, that they may be the happy 
occaſion * of more than ordinary degrees 
of perfection and glory hereafter. 


Let the conſideration of thy gracious 
deſigns in affording us ſo many temporal 
good things, and ſo many comforts in 
this imperfect ſtate, influence us to uſe 
them 
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them all to thy glory, as periſhing un. 
certain goods, to be enjoyed with tem- 
perance, and to be employed for the uſe 
and ſupport of others as well as ourſelves. 
And let the ſerious remembrance of all 


thy great and undeſerved goodnefs to 


us open and enlarge” our hearts towards 
others, lead us to imitate what we praiſe 
and celebrate ſo much in thee, and teach 
us to be ready to do good to all, to pity 
the follies and miſeries of mankind, and 
as far as we are able to promote the 
happineſs of all around us ; that by ſuch 
a return to all the inſtances of goodnefs 
and mercy, we may fhew ourſelves truly 
ſenſible of them, and ede n 
for them. 


II. ConrEs810N, 


But, alas l we muſt acknowledge, 00 
we truſt we do it with truly humble, 
penitent, and contrite hearts, that we 
have not been ſufficiently ſenſible of our 
manifold obligations to thee, and have 
made an ungrateful return for all thy 
favours. 
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favours. Under the ſenſe of our ingra- 
titude, unworthineſs, and diſobedience 
to thy laws, the only ſupport and ſatiſ- 
faction to our minds, is that thou art 
too juſt and too good not to accept of 
the ſincere endeavours of thy creatures 
to reform whatever has been amiſs in 
their paſt conduct; and that thou haſt 
ſent thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt into the world 
to ſave us from our ſins, and to declare 
to us plainly the terms of thy forgiveneſs 
and favour. In his name, therefore, we 
preſent ourſelves before thee : and as his 
diſciples, we entreat of thee the pardon 
of whatſoever thou haſt ſeen amiſs in us 
from the beginning of our rational lives 
unto this day. Forgive, O Lord, every 
wilful thought of our minds which has 
been diſagreeable to thy nature and pre- 
cepts, every word of our mouths un- 
worthy of men or of chriſtians, every 
inſtance of our behaviour which has 
been diſpleaſing to thee, or our own 
conſciences, every offence of whatever 
ſort or degree againſt thee, our neigh- 
| bour, 


2 
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bour, or ourſelves. | Forgive us all the 
fins which we ourſelves can now call to 
our remembrance, and forgive us, like. 
wiſe, all our tranſgreſſions of thy holy 
will, which may now be out of the 
reach of our memory, but which have 
been open to thy all- ſeeing eye, and are 
known to thee, with all their circum- 
ſtances and aggravations. Pardon us, 0 
Lord, according to the abundant good- 
- neſs of thy nature, and the declarations 
made by thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and grant 
us that forgiveneſs - which we neither aſk 
nor expect, but upon thoſe terms and 
conditions which thy holineſs and mercy 
have laid down in his goſpel. Behold, 
O Lord, we entirely and willingly for- 
give all who have, in any inſtance, or 
in any degree, offended or injured us, 
without which we ought to entertain no 
hopes of our own forgiveneſs. And if 
we have ourſelves injured any perſon, we 
are as truly diſpoſed and ready to make all 
poſſible reparation, as we are to entreat 


thy favour to ourſelves, And as we are 
ſenſible 
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ſenſible that no forgiveneſs can be ex- 
pected, according to thy goſpel, without 
amendment of life, we ſeriouſly renounce 
all communication with whatſoever is 
diſpleaſing to thee, and fincerely reſolve 
to make it our great endeavour to correct 
every thing that is amiſs in our temper 
and behaviour, and to bring ourſelves 
ſtill nearer to thy holineſs and happineſs. 
Forgive us, therefore, as thou haſt pro- 
miſed by thy fon. Accept us to thy 
mercy, and give ſucceſs, we earneſtly 
beſeech thee, by thy gracious favour 
and providence to theſe purpoſes and 
deſigns of our ſouls. 


III. PET1T10N. 


And now, O Lord, according to the 
ſame goodneſs to thy creatures, graciouſly 
receive the earneſt petitions which we 
offer to thee for every good that is fit 
for us to pray for. We acknowledge thee 
to be the great author of all our beings, 
and the original of all our happineſs, 

| the 
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the giver of all good gifts, and the 
diſpoſer of all events; and therefore, we 
profeſs our dependence upon thee alone 
for every thing we ought to wiſh for or 
deſire. We ate ſenſible, O Lord, that 
to thee entirely we muſt owe every de- 
gree of happineſs we can ever enjoy, or 
hope for. We are ſenſible, O Lord, that 
thou art the tendereſt father, and the 
beſt friend to thy creatures, diſpoſed to 


lead them to their greateſt good, and 


ready to promote and aſſiſt their ſincere 
endeavours after it. And, therefore, 
before thee, and in thy preſence, we 
willingly lay open the deſires and wiſhes 
of our ſouls, which we think are agree- 
able to reaſon and thy holy will. We 
eſteem it the glory of our nature that we 
are made capable of ſuch an exal ted and 
rational happineſs as reſults from the 
knowledge of thee, and the imitation of 


thy moral perfections. And as thou. halt 


more fully aſſured us of this in the 
chriſtian religion, let the ſerious con- 
ſideration of that grace and mercy which 
1 hath 
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hath appeared in that diſpenſation effec- 
tually lead us to the good end propoſed 
in it. Let the holy precepts of that 
perfect inſtitution, by which we profeſs 
to be guided, and the unſpotted example 
of that great maſter, whoſe followers we 
defire to be accounted, engage us to live 
in all reſpects as becomes the goſpel, and 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. Particularly, 
O Lord, let the confideration of the 
peculiar genius of that goſpel, and of 
thoſe virtues which the great author of 
it accounted the glory of his own life, 
influence us to endeavour to excel in 
them, and engage us to love the whole 
race of mankind with an univerſal charity 
and beneficent diſpoſition; to rejoice at 
all opportunities of doing good either to 
the ſouls or bodies of men, and of adding 
to the ſatisfaction and happineſs of all 
about us; to ſtoop even to the loweſt 
offices of kindneſs to others; to be ready 
to forgive the ſharpeſt and moſt unde- 
ſerved injuries, and to return pity and 
benevolence for them; and to be ever 

H willing 
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willing to condeſcend and yield for the 
good of others; that ſo the pureſt humi- 


lity, and the moſt extenſive charity, may 
adorn every action and circumſtance of 


our lives; and all pride and paſſion and 


uncharitableneſs may be checked and 


| ſubdued by the power of religion, and 


the lovelineſs of the contrary virtues. 


Let the ſenſe of our own many failings, 
and the imperfections of our nature, diſ- 
poſe us to be willing to put a candid and 
favourable interpretation upon all thoſe ac- 
tions of others, which can juſtly and rea- 
ſonably demand it, or admit of it, as well 
as to be ever ready to forgive the offences 
of others towards ourſelves; and let the 
ſenſe of thy goodneſs in allowing till 


time and opportunity for perfecting our 


ſouls in all that is praiſe-worthy, induce 


us to ſtudy more conſtantly and 2 | 


to N and imitate the. 


OF 


Our outward 1 with reſpect 


to the good yy of this world, it 
is 
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is our happineſs, as well as duty, to re- 
fer wholly to thy will and pleaſure. But 
as thou haſt ordained us to belong to this 
world, as well as to expect another, and 
haſt framed us ſo that we cannot but be 
ſenſibly affected with our good and bad 


ſtate here below; of thee, therefore, it 
becomes us to beg, with ſubmiſſion to 
thy providence, the ſecurity and continu- 
ance of the good things which we already 
enjoy, and the encreaſe of them, if that 
be truly good and needful. And as by 
thy appointment, we have already experi- 
enced in this world many evils and afflic- 
tions, and have been witneſs to many more 
around us, ſuffer us to implore thy gra- 
cious regard, and thy fatherly affection 
towards us, and to pray to thee with re- 
ſpect to them, according to the pattern 
of thy Son. Jeſus Chriſt, Father, if it be 
poſſible, if it. be confiſtent with, and 
agreeable to thy wiſe and gracious pur- 
poſes, ſecure us, and all in whoſe hap- 
, pineſs we are moſt nearly concerned, from 
b H 2 all 
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all fad accidents and calamitous events, 
from all tormenting pains and grievous 
diſeaſes, and from every thing 'incon- 
ſiſtent with ſuch an happineſs as may 
lawfully be defired in this - tranſitory 
world. Nevertheleſs, not as we will, but 
as thou wilt. And, therefore, O Lord, 
if thine unerring wiſdom ſhall otherwiſe 
determine, let the ſerious meditation on 
the example of Chriſt himſelf, and that 
innumerable company of the beſt of men 
who have gone before us in this conflict, 
inſpire us with zeal to imitate their pa- 
tience ; and let the contemplation of thy 
fatherly goodneſs engage us to an hearty 
and rational ſubmiſſion to all thy diſpen- 
ſations; remembering what an happineſs 
it is to be under the government of 4 
being who knows what is, in all re- 
ſpects, beſt, and who cannot afflict his 
creatures but for wiſe and good ends. 
And let the ſenſe of thy gracious deſigns 
in all our afflictions lead us to the true 
and right uſe of them, to diſengage our 

affections 
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affections more and more from this world, 
and to ſeek for happineſs in a better and 
never changing ſtate, 


Let the conſideration of the certainty 

of death, the laſt of all temporal evils, 
influence us to endeavour to make it 
happy, by ſueh a virtuous life, as may 
give us a well grounded hope in thy 
merey. Let the review of thoſe uncer- 
tainties and troubles, which we have met 
with in this world, render us the more 
ready and contented, at thy appointed 
time, to leave it; and let the proſpect of 
glory and happineſs hereafter exalt our 
minds above any fond regard to this 
ſtate of ſin and miſery, and enable us to 
act as becomes thoſe who truly believe 
that life and immortality are * to 
ite through the goſpel. 


Finally, O Lord, our great and'chief 
requeſt is, that by the diſpoſitions-of thy 
good providence, we may attain-everlaſt- 
ing happineſs hereafter, and that the ſtate 
H 3 of 
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of this world, with reſpect to us, may be 
ſo ordered, and the trials to be appointed 
for us in it may be ſo proportioned to 
our condition and powers, as moſt effec- 
tually to promote and ſecure our eternal 
and greateſt good, after the few days of 
this life are paſt away. Deny to us, 
therefore, out of thy great goodneſs, 
whatſoever is truly bad, or unfit for us, 
though we ſhould be ſo weak as to deſire 
and wiſh for it; and grant to us every 
thing that is truly good. for us, though 
we ſhould be. ſo blind, and ſo void of 
wiſdom, as not to ſee or aſk it. As far 
as our petitions are reaſonable, and agree- 
able to the eternal laws of wiſdom, and 
the purpoſes of thy governing provi- 
dence, and thy holy goſpel, ſo far only 
we . intreat thy favourable conſent to 
them. As far as they are not, ſo far 
we utterly renounce them, and ſubmit 
our on wills entirely to thine; and in 
a ſenſe of our own imperfections, we 
beg of thee to accept the ſincerity of 
our hearts, and out of the abundant 

| goodneſs 
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goodneſs of thy nature, to overlook and 
ſupply all the defects of our ſervices. 


IV. IN TERCESSION. 


Part of which may be uſed for the con- 
cluding Prayer, 


With our. prayers and praiſes, we 
beſeech thee, O God, to accept the ſin- 
cere expreſſions of our charity and good 
will towards thy whole rational creation, 
which we now offer to thee, the Father 
of all, as members of the whole ſociety of 
mankind, and more particularly as mem- 
bers of the church of Chriſt, founded in 
love and charity. As ſuch, we ſincerely 
rejoice before thee in every degree of 
happineſs enjoyed by any of our fellow 
creatures here below; and we heartily 


beſeech thee to diſpenſe more and larger _ 


communications of it to this lower world; 
to increaſe it in all thoſe who enjoy it 
in any meaſure, and to impart ſome por- 
tion of it to all who are in any kind of 
miſery or diſtreſs, | 
H 4 Look 
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Look in great mercy upon the ſad 
eſtate of that part of mankind who know 
not thy nature, nor worſhip thee as be- 
comes thy perfections. Put an end to 
their idolatry and ſuperſtition, by ſhew- 
\ing them the light_and evidence of thy 
| We in its ſimplicity ; and by bringing 
them to the knowledge of thy truth, 
lead them to a capacity of a greater de- 
gree of happineſs than they could other. 
wiſe arrive at. Have pity, likewiſe, on 
the remains of thy ancient people the 
Jews, and all others who are better in- 
ſtructed in the belief and worſhip of thee 
than the Pagan world, and guide them to 
a yet greater degree of true knowledge, 
by directing their way to the knowledge 
of thy ſon, and the practice of his laws; 
and bring them by this means to the 
privileges and happineſs of chriſtians. 


Viſit with a more eſpecial grace and 
favour the whole chriſtian world, all 
who are called by the name of thy ſon, 
and profeſs his holy religion. Behold, 

| O Lord, 
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O Lord, a large ſcene of ſpiritual evil, 
worthy of thy great and merciful inter- 
pofition—in many places the faith once 
delivered to the ſaints in purity and fim- 
plicity, enervated by vain and groundleſs 
traditions, or darkened by the inventions 
of men—the worſhip of thee, O father, 
expreſſly eſtabliſhed by thy ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt in ſpirit and in truth, clouded by 
numberleſs ſuperſtitions, and even de- 
ſtroyed by idolatry itſelf—the moral laws 
which thy ſon came to reſcue from the 
corruptions of men, and to enforce upon 
his followers, rendered ineffectual by many 
human devices, and falſe notions of re- 
ligion ſet up inſtead of them—and the 
progreſs of thy holy goſpel ſtopped and 
hindered by the wicked lives and ſcanda- 
lous behaviour of thoſe who profels it. 


Interpoſe, we beſeech thee, and put 
an effectual ſtop to theſe great and anti- 
chriſtian evils. Confound the devices of 
all ſuch as uphold or encourage any de- 
: * 
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gree of ſuperſtition for baſe and ſecular 
ends. Give a powerful check to all ſorts 
and all degrees of perſecution and op- 
preſſion, ſo ſcandalous and deſtructive to 
thy holy. religion, which miſtaken or 
wicked men pretend to promote by ſuch 
impious methods. Put a ſtop to all 


ſpiritual tyranny, and to all uſurpation 


over the conſciences of men; and diſſi- 
pate thoſe clouds of ' ignorance which 
_ diſpoſe people to a baſe and ignominious 
flavery to the dictates of men, rather 
than to a rational enquiry into thy holy 
will, which lies open to them. And, 
above all, exert 'thine almighty arm in 
vindication of the cauſe of virtue, lead- 
ing all profeſſed chriſtians to ſuch a ſenſe 
of the importance of it, as that they may 
ſtudy to adorn their lives with a beha- 
viour ſuitable to their holy profeſſion ; 
and recommend it to the approbation of 
the unbelieving world by the integrity 
and unblameableneſs of their whole con- 


verſation, 
Particu- 
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Particularly grant that all chriſtians, 
who have departed from the groſs cor- 
ruptions of popery, may depart entirely 
from the ſpirit of it; that, as they pro- 
fels to make the ſcripture the rule of 
faith, ſo they may, without reſerve, leave. 
it as ſuch to all their neighbours ; that 
as they have nobly contended. for their 
own religious liberties, and chriſtian 
rights, fo they may not loſe the glory 
of this by contradicting it in their 
behaviour to. others, but that they may 
by their exemplary deportment, and their 
ſteady adherence. to the principles of 
righteouſneſs, peace, and mutual for- 
bearance, manifeſt to all the world the 
ſincerity of their reformation, and reap 
the fruit of it, by ſtudying to excel in 
* that is rg | | 


Nor 3 we to ne O thou great 
governor of the univerſe, the civil 
eſtate of the kingdoms of the earth. 
Put an end, O Lord, at length, to the 
diſorders and confuſions occaſioned by 
the 
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the weak and ambitious lords of this 
world; and fhew thyſelf indeed the King 
of kings and Lord of lords. Permit no 

longer the happinefs of human ſociety 
to be, in any part of thy creation, ruined 
and laid waſte by the inferior government 
of men, which was inſtituted ſolely for 
the ſupport and comfort of it. Bring 
public diſgrace and confuſion upon all 

tyrants and oppreſſors; and honour with 
particular marks of thy: favour, all thoſe 
princes, whoſe ſincere ſtudy is to anſwer 
the end of. their inſtitution ;/ that ſo the 
triumph of | infatiable ambition may at 
length ceaſe: from the earth, and the 
bleſſings of good — be ny 
eee the n 9 395 


» 
* - 7 


has all e of the nk 
look, we beſeech thee, with a particular 
favour upon this to which, by the diſ- 
poſal of thy providence, we belong; and 
for which therefore we are obliged in an 
eſpecial manner to ſhew' our concern. 
Pardon our many and: crying ſins; and 

| in 
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in order to avert thy. jadgments, lead 
every ſinner amongſt us to ſuch a ſenſe 
of his Gans, as may engage him heartily 
to renounce and forſake them. Continue 
and confirm to us that peculiar form 
of government ſo wonderfully hitherto 
preſerved to us, by which we are ſecured 
againſt the extremes of confuſion and 
arbitrary power, and of which we enjoy 
the happy fruits every moment of our 


lives. 


Preſerve and eſtabliſh us in the free 
enjoyment of the light of thy holy 
goſpel, and the ſecure profeſſion of our 
religion. What errors ſtill remain among 
proteſtants, do thou effectually remove 
by the methods of thy wiſe providence; 
and eſpecially ſuch as may have a bad 
influence on the conduct of mens lives; 
and do thou ſtrengthen their common 
intereſts againſt their common enemy. 
To this end give a check to the mutual 
violences, and hatred, and uncharitable 
behaviour 
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behaviour of men of evil diſpoſitions on 
every ſide. Kindle once again the fire 
of love and charity among us; and permit 
not our differences in religious matters 
to. extinguiſh this fire, or to blow up 
another to our entire deſtruction. 


Pour down the choiceſt of thy bleſſ- 
ings upon' thy ſervant the king. Defend 
him, by the peculiar care of thy provi- 
dence, from all attempts of violent and 
unreaſonable men, againſt his perſon or 
crown, and proſper all his good defigns 
and endeavours to preſerve his people in 
peace, liberty, and happineſs. Together 
with him, bleſs all thoſe who have any 
part in the adminiſtration of our govern- 
ment. Aſſiſt him and them in the great 
and important buſineſs of their ſtations. 
Guide them into the beſt and wiſeſt 
' meaſures, and give ſucceſs to all their 
counſels and labours for the advantage 
of this nation, or for the relief and ſup- 
port of any of our injured neighbours. 


Permit 
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permit not the diſpoſal of the lives 
and properties of thy people ever to come 
into the hands of ignorant or partial 
men; but manifeſt thy great concern 
for juſtice here below, in ſuch a manner, 
as that the guilty may ever meet with 
their due puniſhment, and the injured 
and oppreſſed find a ſure redreſs in our 
courts of judicature. Direct all the 
magiſtrates among us to a deep ſenſe of 
their duty, to give all encouragement to 
virtue, and all poſſible diſcouragement 
to vice, both by their example, and = 
due execution of their offices. 


Lead all thoſe, to whom the great 
concerns of religion are more peculiarly 
committed, to ſuch a knowledge of all 
neceflary truth, ſuch an exemplary and 
chriſtian converſation, ſuch a prudent 
and conſtant diſcharge of their holy 
office, as may effectually promote the 
happineſs of themſelves, and of thoſe 
committed to their care. Encourage and 
promote among us the means and me- 
thods 


have of contributing to their eaſe and 
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thods of ſuch a virtuous and laudable 
education, as may tend to promote ſound 
learning and religion, to the reformation 
of this, and the better eſtate of future 


generations. 
0 We defire, likewiſe, to expreſs before 
thee the real ſenſe we have of the miſeries 


and calamities of the diſtreſſed part of 
mankind, and the ſincere deſire that we 


relief. O thou father of mercies, and 
God of all conſolation, what can we do 
for that multitude of deplorable object 
of compaſſion, who are out of the reach 
of our knowledge, or of our ability 
to relieve, but offer up our earneſt 
wiſhes to thee, the great diſpoſer of 
proſperity and adverſity, in their behalf, 
We would ſympathize, O Lord, with 
all the unhappy, and bear a part in all 
the miſeries that are experienced in this 
world ; and we would beg of thee for all 
the miſerable, of what kind or degree 
ſoeyer, whatever we could reaſonably 

| beg 
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beg for ourſelves, were we in their con- 
dition. Affiſt them all in their ſeveral 
trials and conflicts; and guide them to 
ſuch a degree of contentment, reſigna- 
tion, and patience, as may render their 
preſent affiition the happy occaſion of 
their greater future glory; and, as far 
as is confiſtent with the purpoſes of thy 


HE EO e 
2 — 


N end waer 
melancholy, and diſtracted minds of thoſe 
who have loft the uſe of their reaſon in 
any inſtance, or any degree. Pity the 
deftitute condition of thaſe who: are in 
want of any the noceffary ſupports of life; 


particularly thofe who ave fallen from 
the comforts of a proſperous condition 


to the nuſeries of adverfity z/ and raiſe 
them up frienda and patrons in their low 
the wants of the poor and needy. Bea 
father to the fatherleſs, plead the cauſe 
A the 6— ene 4 

"— 
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unhappy eſtate of all who mourn the 
loſs of thoſe in whom any part of their 
n was placed. 


| heather and aſiiſt, in an eſpecial 
manner, all who ſuffer any where for 
the love of truth, or the teſtimony of 
a good conſeience; and do thou ſo pro- 
portion to their ſtrength the meaſure and 
duration of their ſufferings, that they 
may work out for them a more exceed- 
ing weight of glory. Hear the groans 
of all who-are oppreſſed, and barbarouſly 
treated by the tyrants of this world, and 
grant a redreſs of all their miſeries. At- 
tend to the ſighs and tears of ſuch as 
are in captivity and. ſlavery, and open 2 
way” to their future E and . 


vit with thy light and comfort all who 
are afflicted with bodily pain, or any ſort 
of ſickneſs; and bring to their minds 
all ſuch conſiderations and - afhſtances 
as are neceſſary and proper to ſupport 
them in their unhappy: condition; or to 
61:4 diſpoſe 
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diſpoſe. and fit them for their paſſage 


into another ſtate. Remove in much 
compaſſion all thoſe unreaſonable doubts 
and deſpondencies with which many in- 
nocent and honeſt minds are, in this 
world, diſturbed and overclouded ; and 
direct them to ſuch notions of thee, and 
of thy holy goſpel, as may eſtabliſh them 
in a courſe of chearful and ſincere obedi- 
ence to the laws of it. 


Succeed the endeavours of all who ho- 
neſtly and induſtriouſly labour after a 
convenient livelihood in this world, and 
are uſeful members of the common- 
wealth; and bring to nought the deſigns 
of thoſe who either privately or openly, 
live upon the ſpoil of their neighbours, 
and are the plague and terror of human 


ſociety. 


Requite, in the courſe of thy good pro- 
vidence, the kindneſs of all who have at 
any time, or in any degree, endeavoured 
to contribute to the advantage of our 
$ minds, 
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minds, bodies, or outward eſtates. Upon 
all who have either done or deſigned us 
good of any ſort, ſhower down thy rewards 
and favour. And, if there be any who 
have either defigned, or done us real 
miſchief, in return to their evil, we beg 
and entreat for thy pardon and thy bleſ- 
fings. Correct the evil diſpoſition of all 
fuch minds, and plant in them, inſtead 
of it, a temper worthy of men and of 
chriſtians. Let the conſideration of 
their own eternal intereſt lead them al} 
to charity and love; and engage them to 
put on thoſe diſpoſitions which only can 
fit them for the bleſſed ſociety above. 


\ Bleſs all in whom we are more nearly 
concerned, or in whoſe happineſs we 
take a particular part, with ſuch a mea- 
ſure of health, ſucceſs, and profperity 
as may beſt carry forward the deſigns of 
thy goodneſs towards them; and moſt 
effectually promote their. happineſs here 
and hereafter, But whatever be thy 


diſpenſations towards them with reſpect 
to 


5 
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to this life, lead them all, we beſeech 
thee, into thoſe paths which will infal- 
libly convey them to thine heavenly 
kingdom in the world to come. 


Finally, O Lord, we wiſh and pray 
for all good things to the whole race 
of mankind. We rejoice in every de- 
gree of virtue and happineſs to be ſeen 
here below. We mourn for every des 
gree and every inſtance of vice and mi- 
ſery. Let thy kingdom come, we be- 
ſeech thee; and ſhew thine almighty 
power, by eſtabliſhing true religlon 
amongſt men, and putting a ſtop to all 
the calamities of this lower world. 


Tur Coxnctitvsiok. 


Accept, O Lord, we moſt earneſtly 
beſeech thce, the ſentiments and de- 
fires of our hearts, which we have now 
poured out before thee, under an actual 
ſenſe of thy preſence, and of thy pro- 
vidence, over-ruling and directiag al 
I 3 things. 
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things. Favourably receive the acknow- 
ledgments we have made of our ſins and 
moral imperfections, and grant us pardon 
and peace upon the terms of thy goſpel. 
Hear and anſwer the petitions we have 
offered up for obtaining all things truly 
good, and averting all things evil: Let 
the praiſes and thankſgivings which our 
hearts have ſent up, as the homage due 
to thy perfections and goodneſs, be 
acceptable to thee; and reject not the 
interceſſions we have made for the tem- 
poral and eternal happineſs of all our 
e creatures, 


And now, O Lord, take us, we intreat 
| thee, into thy powerful and wiſe pro- 
tection, and guide us by the diſpoſitions 
of thy providence to the perfect know- 
ledge and performance of thy will here, 
and to the enjoyment of that eternal and 
unalterable happineſs hereafter, which 
thou haſt- reſerved for thy faithful ſer- 
vants, and promiſed' by thy well-beloved 
ſon Jeſus Chriſt, - In his name, and as 

by | his 
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his diſciples, we truſt for the acceptance 
of ourſelves, and of all our ſincere, though 
imperfect ſervices; and in his words we 
continue to entreat thy mercy towards 
_ ourſelves, and all for whom we are 
obliged to pray. | 


Our Father, who art in heaven ; hal- 
lowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done in earth, as it is in hea- 
ven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 

them that treſpaſs againſt us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil; for thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. | 


J 
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A P R AI E R. 


cas; the projent State of Clriflianity, 
 fobeuſed on the morning of Eaſter Sunday, 


err God, the giver of all 
| good, and eſpecially the Father of 
kzhts, and the fountain of all wiſdom 
and knowledge. We thank thee that 70 
Baß put @ ſpirit in man, and that thine 
inſpiration has given us underſtanding ; that, 
being formed after thine own image, we 
find ourſelves poſſeſſed of a nature ſu- 
perior to that of brute creatures ; and 
being endowed with the faculty of reaſon, 
are capable of inveſtigating important 
truths, and of governing our conduct, 
ſo as to attain to very diſtinguiſhed de- 
grees of excellence and happineſs. 


We thank thee that, in aid of this 
light of nature, thou haſt ſuperadded the 
gift of revelation ; having, from time to 
time, communicated to mankind, by 

thy 
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thy ſervants the prophets, the moſt uſe- 
ful in formation, concerning thy nature, 
perfections, and government; concerning 
our duty here, and our expectations here- 
after. And we particularly rejoice that, 
upon every occaſion of thy gracious 
intercourſe with mankind, thou haſt re- 
preſented thyſelf to us as the proper 
object of our reverence, love, and confi- 
dence; as a being of boundleſs goodneſs, 
and the greateſt compaſſion to thoſe 
frailties and infirmities, to which it has 
ſeemed good to thy infinite wiſdom 
to ſubject us; who expecteſt no more 
of us than thou haſt enabled us to 
perform; and who, upon our ſincere 
return to our duty, art ever ready to 
extend the freeſt mercy and forgiveneſs 
towards us, even after our moſt aggravated 
and repeated offences, 


We thank thee, more eſpecially, for 
the laſt and moſt perfect revelation of 
thy will to mankind, in the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt; in whom it has pleaſed 

thee, 
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thee, that 4% fullneſs ſhould dwell; who 
has eſtabliſhed, upon the ſureſt founda. 
tions, the great and important doctrines 
of the proper unity and mercifulneſs of 
thy nature, and thy unrivalled ſupremacy 
with reſpect to himſelf, as well as to all 
other beings, and all other things; and 
who has likewiſe given us the moſt ſatiſ. 
factory aſſurance of a reſurrection from 
the dead, confirmed to us by his on 
death and reſurrection; whereby we are 
encouraged to expect, that, becauſe LL 


2 lives, ue ſhall live alſo, 


It Tac 8 * to 0 unſearchable 
wiſdom (which permits the riſe and con- 
tinuance of evil, in order, we doubt not, 
to bring about the greateſt good) that 
this moſt excellent religion, ſo honour- 
able to thee, and ſo beneficial to man- 
kind, ſhould, by means of the arti- 
fices of ſome, and the general igno- 
rance, which overſpread the world, be- 
come groſsly corrupted ; whereby ſuch 


amb have prevailed among the pro- 
| | feſſors 
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feſſors of chriſtianity, . as greatly diſ- 
honour thy nature, imply the moſt unjuſt | 
reflections on thy righteous moral . go- 
yernment, and are highly injurious to 
the virtue and happineſs of men. How 
has the gold become dim, W's is the moſt 
fine gold changed ! 


The great and important doctrine of 
thy divine unify has been generally aban- 
doned, and objects of ſupreme worſhip 
multiplied. Thy meſſenger and ſervant, 
the meek and humble Jeſus, who, upon 
all occaſions, referred his wiſdom and 
mighty works to thee, his God and 
Father, ſpeaking and acting by him, 
has been advanced to a proper equality 
with thyſelf; and, even his mother, the 
virgin Mary, and innumerable faints and 
angels, have, likewiſe, been addrefled, as 
if they were omnipreſent beings. Having 
thus divided thy being, robbed thee of 
thy eſſential attributes and perfections, 
and diſtributed them among a multi- 
plicity of inferior objects, depraved and 
unworthy 
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unworthy notions of thy moral character 
have conſequently prevailed, and many 
df the evils of idolatry have been intro. 
duced, among the profeſſors of that reli. 
gion, which acknowledges but one /iving 
and true God, even thee, our Father in 
heaven, and one mediator, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus. 


HFaving diveſted thee, in their imagi- 
nations, of the moſt amiable of all thy 
attributes, even the eſſential placability of 
thy nature, they have repreſented thy 
free mercy to penitent ſinners as pur- 
chaſed by the blood of thy innocent ſon, 
Forgetting that thou art good to all, 
and that thy tender mercies are over all 
thy works, and alſo that thou, the 
righteous Lord, loveſt righteouſneſs, they 
have aſcribed to thee an arbitrary and 
unreaſonable partiality, in favour of ſome 
of the human race, and a moſt cruel and 
unjuſt ſeverity towards others; as con- 
demning them to everlaſting torments, 
for crimes of which they could not be 
| guilty 
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guilty, and expecting of them that which 
thou hadſt not enabled them to do. And, 
having loſt the idea of the purity of thy 
nature, and thy regard to moral righteouſ- 
neſs, as the only juſt ground of accept - 
ance and favour with thee, they have had 
recourſe to unmeaning and even baſe and 
miſchievous ſuperſtitions, as compenſa- 
tions for their non-obſervance of thy 
holy commandments. 


To confirm all theſe, and innumerable 
other corruptions of thy holy religion, 
ſupreme authority has been openly 
uſurped by men, over that church, in 
which thou haſt given all power to our 
only Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt; and 
thoſe of thy faithful ſervants who have 
juſtly refuſed to ſubmit to their uſurpa- 
tions, have by them been ſubjected to 
the greateſt hardſhips, and even perſecuted 
unto death; ſo that theſe anti- chriſtian 
powers are drunk with the blood of 
thy holy martyrs. 

| We 
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We deeply lament this almoſt univerſal 
departure from the true faith of thy ſon's 
goſpel ; the ſtop that has by this means, 
been fo long put to the propagation of 
chriſtianity among Jews, Mahometans, 
and Heathens ; and the prevalence which 
it has occaſioned of infidelity and pro- 
faneneſs in chriſtian countries. 


But we thank thee, who, in thine 
own due time, wilt, we doubt not, 
bring light out of all darkneſs, and order 
out of all confuſion, that, in ſeveral! 
chriſtian countries, many of theſe cor- 
ruptions and abuſes have been reformed, 
and that anti-chriſtian tyranny is every 


where giving place to the power of 


truth, and the juſt liberties of mankind, 
in thinking and acting for themſelves in 
all matters of religion. 


For theſe great and invaluable bleſſings 


we are, under thee, indebted to the ſtre- 
nuous Jabours of- thy faithful ſervants, 
£4 | | who 
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who have not accounted even their lives 


dear unto them; but, for the love of thy 
truth, have renounced all worldly ad- 
vantages, boldly aſſerting their chriſtian 
liberty, and holding themſelves account 
able to none but thee, the fole and 
immediate lord of conſcience, and to 
the great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls, 
ating by commiſſion from thee, Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


We adore the wiſdom of thy provi- 
dence in bringing about the reſtoration 
of uſeful learning, and making it ſubſer- 
vient to the reformation of thy church; 
ſo that thy ſervants, having recovered the 
genuine, but long forgotten ſenſe of the 
{criptures, were able to diſcover the falſe 
grounds of the reigning ſuperſtition, .and 
of the eccleſiaſtical tyrrany of their times. 
Grant that, by a continued and diligent. 
ſtudy of the ſame word of thy truth, we 
may, in due time, be led to the full diſ- 
covery of every remaining corruption of 
our holy religion, and be brought to 


receive 
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receive the whole truth in the love 
thereof. | 


HFaſten, we intreat thee, the approach 
of that glorious time when, according 
to the faithful and true writings of thy 
fervants the prophets, our holy religion 
ſhall recover its primitive purity and ef- 
ficacy ; when thyſelf alone, as the only 
true God, a being of perfect rectitude, 
ſpotleſs purity, and eſſential goodneſs 
and mercy, ſhalt be the object of 
worſhip ; when thy creatures of man- 
kind ſhalt have recourſe to no me- 


thod of rendering themſelves acceptable 


to thee, but unfeigned repentance for 


their tranfgrefhions of thy laws, and a 


ſincere endeavour to conform to them for 


the future, in a courſe of upright inten- 


tions and worthy actions through the 
whole of their lives; and when no ap- 
prehenfion of arbitrary decrees ſhall alarm 
the fears of the humble, or encourage 
the preſumption of the confident. 


Diſpoſe 
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Diſpoſe all who profeſs the chriſtian 
religion, to ſtudy the ſcriptures of truth 
with unprejudiced minds; and inſpire 
all thoſe who attain to the truth with a 
juſt zea/ for the propagation of it, as far 
as thy providence ſhall give them ability 
and opportunity to do it, May neither 
the love of . popular applauſe, of filthy 
lucre, or any worldly advantage; may 
neither the fear of man, of reproach, or 
of death, be a ſnare to them, and hinder 
them in this 2work and labour of love; 
and may they daily rejoice in the teſti- 
mony of their conſciences, and in the 
happy fruits of their _ and aſſiduous 
endcavours. 


May all thoſe powers of this world, 
which have uſurped any authority be- 
longing to our only rightful lord and 
king in his church, become diſpoſed to 
relinquiſh their unjuſt claims; and may 
thoſe kings and princes, who will not 
acknowledge the ſovercignty of Jeſus in 


his church, and eſpecially thoſe who ob- 
K ſtinately 
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ſtinately oppoſe the reformation of it, 
be utterly confounded, and, by his 
power, be broken in pieces like a pot- 
ter's veſſel. Take to thyſelf, O Lord 
God - almighty, thy great power, and 
reign; and may the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 
go forth conquering and to conquer. 

May the everlaſting goſpel, in its pri- 
mitive purity, be preached to all that 
dwell on the earth, to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
By the brightneſs of our Lord's appear- 
' ance, may the man of fin be utterly con- 
ſumed, that all the kingdoms of this 
world may become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Chriſt, nin! he may 
reign for ever and ever. 


In the mean time, may we thy faithful 
ſervants, in the patient waiting for this 
coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be 
fearleſs and unwearied in aſſerting thy 
truth; be ready to lay hold | of every 
favourable. opportunity to promote it; 
and, more eſpecially, be careful to re- 
commend 
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commend it by a ſuitable life and con- 
verſation. May we diſtingu uiſh ourſelves 
by having the ſame e that was alſo 
in Chriſt Jeſus, by genuine humility, 
meekneſs, forbearance, brotherly-love, 
heavenly-mindedneſs, and habitual chear- 
ful devotion; that when our Lord ſhall 
return, and take account of his ſervants, 
we may be found without ſpot and 
blameleſs, and not be aſhamed ou 
him at his coming. 


No to thee; who art eternal, im- 
mortal, and inviſible, the only wiſe, 
living, and true God, be glory, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The perfon who offciatet, and the parents of 
.. tbe-cbild {if | copventent ) landing up, in 
tb greſeuce of as many of therr friends 
' as they. may think proper: to aſſemble, lei 
bim LAG Aden as 1 4 | 


- My chriſtian friends, 

As you are now preſenting: this. 15 
| child to be baptized into the chriſ- 
tian religion, I ſhall take this opportu- 
nity of explaining, in a few 2 the 
See FORO < this ene, | 


5 our WP | Jeſus C Chriſt 1255 his 


 _ commiſſion to his apoſtles about the pro- 


pagation of his religion in the world, he 
bad them teach and bapiize all nations; 
and he himſelf, that he might fulfil all 
righteouſneſs, ſubmitted to be baptized 
by John in the river Jordan. Now this 
baptiſm, or waſhing with water, proper- 


7 . that purity of heart and of 
life 
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life which is required of all that profeſs 
the goſpel of Chriſt; and when applied 
to infants, muſt be confidered as a decla- 
ration of the parents that they are chriſ- 
tians, and a folemn promiſe before God, 
and witneſſes, that they will educate their 
child in the principles of the chriftian 
religion, as contained in the books of 
the New Teſtament. 


There welearn that God ſent his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt to reclaim the world lying in wick- 
edneſs, and to reconcile ſinful men to God; 
by aſſuring them of the divine favour 
and acceptance on their fincere repentance, 
and that he himſelf is appointed by God 
to judge the world at the laſt day; when 
all mankind ſhall rife again from the dead ; 
when the wicked ſhall go to a place of 
puniſhment, and the righteous into life 
eternal. There we alſo learn that after per- 
forming many unqueſtionable miracles, 
ſuch as no man could have done if God 
had not been with him, in confirmation 
of his doctrine, he ſubmitted to death, 
| 1 was 
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was publicly crucified, and laid in the 
grave; but that God raiſed him to life 
again, after which he was ſeen and known 
r of 'his former diſciples, and in 
thelt reſence aſcended up into heaven. 

A yd bam 

Now this act of bringing your child 
to chriſtian baptiſm is a declaration that, 
as chriſtians, you believe theſe things to 
be true, and that you are ready ſolemnly 
to promiſe before God, and us who are 
here preſent, that you will educate your 
child in this faith. Do IN make this 
emcee 


2 ben let the parents (or any other perſons 
obo will undertake for the chriftian edu- 


cation of the child) fignify their aſſent by 
Haying I do, or in any other manner that 


ſhall be ſufficiently expreſſive of it, 


WT this, tot the perſon who officiates take 


olf e 5% in B 8 and aſtiug its name, 


. be 12 FinRles 11 it with water, or im- 


3100 


30 merſes it, at the he of the parents) 
This 
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This child, whoſe name is N. M. I baptize 

in the name of Jeſus Chriſt ; adding, if 
he thinks proper, in order to his being 
inſtructed in the principles of that reli- 

gion which was the gift of God by Jeſus 

Chrift, and which was confirmed by the 

holy ſpirit, 


This being done, let him addreſs the parents 


in the following manner 


My chriſtian friends, 

As you have now devoted this your 
child to God by the ordinance of bap- 
tiſm, engaging to educate it in the 
principles of the chriſtian religion, of 
which you make profeſſion, I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſuggeſt to you a few motives 
to the religious and chriſtian education 


of your child. 


A religious and chriſtian education is 
the greateſt benefit you can confer upon 
2 Child, and all the riches and honours 

K 4 of 
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of this world are not worthy to be named 
with the folid advantages that may be 
derived from it. It. is to teach him ſo 
to live here, as to be happy for ever 
hereafter. 


The virtuous education of your chil- 
dren is likewiſe a debt which you owe 
to ſociety, and to the civil conſtitution 
under which you live; to the good laws, 
and wiſe adminiſtration of which, you 
owe the peace and ſecurity of your lives. 
Now a virtuous and proper education 
will make your children an advantage, 
and an honour to their country ; but 
except they be well principled, they may 
prove the peſts of ſociety; ſo that it 
might have been better for the world, 
if they, or their > ouſt had never been 
born. 


The religious education of your chil - 
dren is, moreover, a duty which you 
owe to God and to religion. Your 
children, Parents, are not your own, ſo 

as 


y 
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as that you are not accountable for the 
care and conduct of them to another, 
You, and your children, are equally 
God's. He is their father in the moſt 
important of all ſenſes, and he only 
puts them into your hands for their 
improvement. Their infant minds are 
to be formed by you to virtue and im- 
mortality. Be ſenſible, then, of the 
important truſt. Bring up your chil- 
dren as for God; that when he requires 
them at your hands, you may deliver 
them up to him well inſtructed, and 
trained up in the beſt principles and 
habits; perfect in thoſe leſſons which 
they were put under your care to learn; 
their tempers corrected, and formed to 
the love of goodneſs, to the love and 
fear of God, fit to liye with him, and 
enjoy his favour for ever; and for this 
you will receive a glorious reward, Your 
pious labour, whateves deothe-refalt of 
it to your children, will- not; with re- 
ſpect to y ſel ves, benin Waln in "the 
Lordo 1voy ton 918 en nb 

Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, the virtuous and religious edu. 
cation of your children is the beſt pro. 
viſion you can make for the peace and 
comfort of your own future lives; one 
of the moſt important of all religious 
duties being the love and reſpect of 
children to their parents. 


You, Parents, have peculiar advan- 
tages for watching over the morals of 
your children, as they are ever under your 
eye, and you have a natural and uncon- 
trouled authority over them, at a time 
when their minds are exceedingly pli- 
able; ſo that it is almoſt in your power 
to make them what you pleaſe. By all 

means, then, improve this advantage, 
which nature, and the God of nature, 
give you, to the beſt of purpoſes. And 
you have this encouragement, that if you 
train up your children in the way in which 
they ſhould go, when they are old they 
will not depart from it; but if you neglect 
their education in their early years, the 

- taſk will be peculiarly difficult, and the 
| effect 
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effe& uncertain, afterwards ; as you will 
then have bad principles and bad habits 
to root out; and divine providence is 
often awfully juſt, in permitting wicked 
children to be a curſe to their crimi- 
nally indulgent parents, 


Indeed, no pains you can take can 
abſolutely inſure ſucceſs ;} but by the 
divine bleſſing it generally does; and 
there will be a wide difference, with re- 
ſpe to the peace of your minds, between 
ſeeing your children turn out corrupt and 
vicious notwithſtanding your beſt en- 
deavours, or in confequence of your 
neglect. In the former caſe you are 
diſappointed, indeed, and greatly ſo ; but 
ſtill you have the ſatisfaction to reflect 
that you have done your duty, and that 
you could do no more; whereas, in the 
latter caſe, nothing can alleviate your 
diſtreſs. 


That the beſt of conſequences, to 
yourſelves, and to your child, may 
follow 
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follow your endeavours to do your duty 
in this reſpet, Let us now call upon 
God, | 


: PB 1s 4:27 Re 


LMIGHTY and ever-blefſed God, 
we acknowledge and rejoice in the 
| . of our near relation to thee, 
as our creator, preſerver, and benefactor; 

our moral governor alſo, and our final 
judge. Thou haſt of one blood made 
all the generations of men to dwell upon 
the face of this thine earth; and we 
adore the wiſdom of thy providence, 
that as one generation of our race paſſes 
off the face of the earth, another ill 
ſucceeds ; to behold thy glorious works, 
to learn thy will, and to attain to ſupreme 
happineſs in thy favour here and here- 


after, 


We thank thee for the rational nature 
which thou haſt given us, whereby we 


are Os of this excellence and happi- 
neſs 3 
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neſs ; but more eſpecially we thank thee; 
that when mankind had debaſed and 
corrupted their nature, by an addicted 
neſs to vice and folly; when they had 
loſt the knowledge of thee the only 
living and true God, thou waſt pleaſed 
to make the moſt gracious manifeſtations 
of thyſelf and of thy will to us, in part 
by thy former ſervants the .prophets, 


but more clearly and tally by thy ſon 
Cheidt Telns, .* 


We thank thee that, in conſequence 
of theſe revelations of thy will to us, we 
are now perfectly acquainted with what 
it is that thou the Lord our God re- 
quireſt of us, in order to live and to die 
in thy favour ; even to do juſtice, to love 
mercy; and to walk humbly with thee 
our God. More eſpecially do we rejoice 
that life and immortality are brought to 
. in the goſpel of thy ſon. 


We thank thee 5 his excellent i in- 


alen for the conduct of our lives, 
and 
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and his perfect example of obedience to 
thy will, in the courſe of a moſt uſeful 
life, and in the painful ſuffering of death. 
We thank thee alſo for the poſitive in- 
ſtitutions of our holy religion, baptiſm, 
and the Lord's ſupper, ſo well calculated 
to impreſs our minds with a ſenſe of thy 
great love in ſending thy ſon to live and 
die for us. | 


Bleſs, we entreat thee, the preſent 
adminiſtration of baptiſm. May thy 
ſervants, who, by joining in this rite, 
declare themſelves to be chriſtians, be 
careful to live as becomes ſuch ; and 
as they hereby lay themſelves under a 
ſolemn obligation to educate this their 
child in the principles of the chriſtian 
religion, may they be enabled to fulfil 
their reſolution. May they ſpare neither 
correction nor inſtruction for the real 
good of their child ; and may they enjoy 
the happy fruits of their pious labours, 
in ſeeing him grow up in wiſdom and 
in virtue, in fayour with God and with 

55 man. 
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man. May he live to be the joy of his 
parents, and a bleſſing to ſociety. 


Bleſs thy ſervants at the head of their 
family. May they walk together as the 
heirs of the grace of life, mutually care- 
ful to promote each others temporal, 
but more eſpecially their everlaſting in- 
tereſts; and may they ſo live together 
here below in thy fear, and in the diſ- 
charge of their proper duty in life; 
that when they are removed hence by 
death, they may have a joyful meeting 
in the regions of bliſs above ; where they 
ſhall be happy in the enjoyment of thee 
their God, of each other, and of their 
children and near friends, to all eternity. 
This we aſk in the name, and as the 
diſciples, of thy ſon Chriſt Jeſus; 
through whom, to thee, O Father, the 
only living and true God, be glory for 
ever, Amen, 


Taz 
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May the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the love of God, and the fel- 


lowſhip of his holy ſpirit, be witty us 
all evermore. Amen. 


AN Orrics rok Apurr BApPTISNM. 
Ler the miniſter addreſs the perſon to be 
" baptized, and the audience, in the ſame 
manner as in the office for infant baßp- 

tiſm, omitting what relates ro infants, 
and beginning in the Halen ng ma aner: 


My chriſtian brother (or lter) 


As you have expreſſed your deſire of 
being baptized into the chriſtian reli- 
gion, I ſhall take this opportunity of 
explaining, in a few words, the nature 
* end of this ordinance. 


Then let him conclude as follows t 


By this rite of baptiſm you declare 
yourſelf to be a chriſtian, and expreſs 
your reſolution to live as becomes that 
_ profeſſion 
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profeſſion, Do you make this declara- 
tion; and is this your reſolution ? 


After the adminiſtration, by ſprinkling 
water on the head of the perſon to be 
baptized (or by immer/jron, if he ſhould 
chuſe it let the miniſter addreſs him, and 
all who are preſent, on the ſuppoſition 
that they alfo are chriſtians, as follows © 


My chriſtian brethren, 

By this rite of baptiſm we make a 
public profeſſion of our being chriſtians. 
Let us, then, endeavour, on this occa- 
ſion, to impreſs our minds with a juſt 
ſenſe of the proper nature and value of 
the chriſtian profeſſion ; that we may 
now, and in future life, think, feel, and 
act, as becomes chriſtians. 


As chriſtians, my brethren, our tenets, 
or doctrines, as you have juſt heard, are 
few, but their influence is very great, 
and extenſive; leading to a diſpoſition 
and conduct intirely different from thoſe 
of the men of the world, becauſe they 
direct our views beyond the world. 

L Though 
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Though, therefore, our tenets are few, 
our profeſſions are very large; no leſs than 
to conduct ourſelves, in all reſpects, in 
this tranſitory life, in ſuch a manner as 
ſhall ſecure to us a happy immortality 
after death; to paſs through an enſnar- 
ing world without being enſnared by it; 
to ſee vice, with all its allurements, but 
to abhor it, and to practice virtue; to ſee 
others engaged in the eager purſuit of 
riches, honours, and ſenſual pleaſure, as 
if they were the chief good of man, 
but not to join in that purſuit ; to give, 
indeed, ſome degree of attention to theſe 
things, but to ſet ſtrict bounds to our at- 
tachment to them; conſidering them as 
things of ſecondary, and not of primary 
importance ; and keeping all our appetites 
and paſſions within the juſt reſtraints of 
reaſon and conſcience. 


It muſt be our care, as chriſtians, to be 
affected by the good and evil of this life 
much leſs than other perſons are; to re- 
Joice as though we rejoiced not, and ta 
weep as though we wept not, becauſe the 

faſhion 
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faſhion of - this world paſſes away. We 
muſt uſe the world as not abuſing it, be- 
ing influenced by higher and nobler 
principles, by a ſupreme regard to God | 
and his authority ; wholly devoted to his 
will in doing and in ſuffering ; and affec- 
tionately concerned for others as for our- 
ſelves, more eſpecially to guard them 
from vice, as the greateſt of all evils ; 
that they, together with ourſelves, may 
become partakers of a divine nature, and 
be heirs of an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 


By this chriſtian rite we 1 upon 
ourſelves the name of chriſtians. But 
calling ourſelves by that name only will 
avail us nothing, in reality, leſs than 
nothing. We muſt be chriſtians in deed 
and in truth. We muſt have in us the 
fame temper. of mind that was alſo in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; that having the ſame prin- 
ciples and diſpoſitions, we may walk as he 
alſo walked, not being conformed to this 
world, but being transformed by the re- 
L 2 newing 
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newing of our minds. Like him, we 
muſt be continually going about doing 

good, neither ſeduced by pleaſure, nor 
deterred by the fear of ſhame or of pain. 
We muſt not even hold our lives dear 
unto us, but freely give them up in the 
day of perſecution, rather than make 
ſhipwreck of faith and of a good con- 
ſcience ; remembering the ſolemn de- 
claration of our Lord, If any man be 
aſhamed of me in this generation, of him 
will the ſon of man be aſhamed, when he 
comes in his glory, and the glory of his 
father. 


Our maſter's kingdom is not of this 

- world. If, therefore, we be the proper 
ſubjects of it, we alſo muſt confider our- 
ſelves as not of this world, but as ci- 
tizens of heaven, and only ſtrangers 
and ſojourners here below. We. muſt 
paſs, through this life in ſuch a manner 
as to learn wiſdom and inſtruction by 
the various ſcenes and events of it, but 
we muſt not ref in it, and always direct 
| > 4 our 
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our views beyond it; looking for that 
awful period when, this world and all 
things that are therein ſhall be diſſolved, 
and when there will be a new heaven 
and a new earth, wherein will dwell 
righteouſneſs ; when Chriſt, who is the 
reſurrection and the life, ſhall return in 
power and great glory; when all that 
are in the graves ſhall hear his voice, 
and come forth, ſome to the reſurrection 
of life, and others to the reſurretion of 
condemnation. 


Forming our hearts and lives accord- 
ing to the goſpel of Chriſt, may we, my 
brethren, ſo behave, that when he ſhall 
return, and take an account of his ſer- 
vants, we may be found of him without 
ſpot and blameleſs, and not be aſhamed 
before him at his coming. 


LET us PRAY, 


Almighty and ever- bleſſed God: We, 


thine offspring of the human race, re- 
L 3 Joice 
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joice in the rank which thou haſt al- 
lotted us among thy creatures. We 
thank thee for our prerogatives as men, 
but ſtill more for our privileges as chriſ- 
tians. We thank thee for the valuable 
inſtruction which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
has given us for the proper regulation 
of our conduct in this life, and eſpe- 
cially for the aſſurance that he has given 
us of a reſurrection to immortal life after 
death. May we ever bear in mind a juſt 
ſenſe of the value of theſe advantages, 
and be careful to * a right uſe of 
them. 


May thy ſervant, who, by this rite of 
chriſtian baptiſm, has made an open pro- 
feflion of his chriſtian faith, be careful 
to adorn his profeſſion by a ſuitable life 
and converſation, May his light, ſo ſhine 
before men, that others ſeeing his good 
works, may glorify thee our father in 


heaven. 
May he, and all of us who are here 
preſent, making the lame profeſſion of 
chriſ- 
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chriſtianity, be enabled, by the princi- 
ples and motives of it, to diſcharge with 
fidelity the duties of our reſpective ſta- 
tions in life, and be thereby prepared to 
meet our Saviour, when he ſhall come 
to raiſe the dead, to judge the world, 
and to give to every man according 10 
his works. 


May our lives, and our deaths alſo, 
bear teſtimony to the power and the pu- a 
rity of our religious principles; and 
having added to our faith patience, god- 
lineſs, and univerſal charity, with every 
other chriſtian virtue, may we die in 
* ſure and certain hope of a glorious reſur- 
rection to that immortal life with which 
our religion brings us acquainted. Hav- 
ing fought the good fight of faith, and 
finiſhed our chriſtian courſe with joy, at 
length may an abundant entrance be 
adminiſtered to us into the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Through him, to thee, O Fa- 

Tag ther, 
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ther, the only living and true God, be 
glory for ever. Amen. % 


The Bressine. 


| Grace, mercy, and peace, from God 
the Father, and from our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, be with us all eyermore. Amen, 


A FORM 
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A FoRM rox THE CELEBRATION OF. 
THE LoRD's SUPPER. 


The bread being broken into ſmall pieces, 
and the wine poured into proper cups ; 
let the perſon who officiates ſtand up, 
and addreſs the communicants as follows; 


My chriſtian brethren, 


Y joining in the celebration of this 
rite, we exhibit ourſelves in a pecu- 
liar character, and therefore ſhall do well 
to take this opportunity of conſidering 
what this peculiar character and profeſ- 
ſion is; that we may impreſs our minds 
with ſentiments and affections proper to 
it, and thereby prepare ourſelves for a 
ſuitable conduct in the courſe of our 
lives. 


B 


By the celebration of this rite we diſ- 
tinguiſh ourſelves from the world, as 
chriſtians: We recognize our relation to 
Chriſt, as his profeſſed diſciples and fol- 

lowers ; 
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lowers; and we do it in the manner in. 
which he has expreſily appointed that 
it ſhould be done to the end of the 
world. Do #bis, ſaid our Lord, in re- 
membrance of me. And by this, ſays the 
apoſtle Paul, we ſhew forth, or comme. 
morate, his death till he comes, even 
till his ſecond coming. 


- Now in what __ the 8 of 
the chriſtian profeſſion conſiſt? What is 
it that, as chriſtians, or in the character 
of chriſtians, we believe and profeſs to 
do, or to expect? The great articles of 
our chriſtian faith undoubtedly are, that 
we- firmly believe that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt was authorized by God to inſtru 
mankind in the true way to eternal life, 
and that, though he is now removed 
from us, being aſcended to the F ather, 
and is now ſat down on the right hand 
of God, he will aſſuredly come again, 
to raiſe the dead, to judge the world, 
and to give to every man according to 
his works. 


At 
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As chriſtians, we believe that the time 
is moſt aſſuredly coming, when all that 
are in the graves ſhall hear the voice of 
the ſon of man, and ſhall come forth ; 
ſome to the reſurrection of life, and 
others to the reſurrection of condemna- 
tion ; that he will then, though not be- 
fore, take all his faithful diſciples to 
himſelf, that where he is, there they may 
be alſo; ſeeing, and partaking of the 


glory which he receives from the father 


of all ; who is-equally his Father and our 
Father, his God and our.God ; when we 
ſhall be one with them, even as they are 
one, 4 


This, my brethren, is the glorious con- 
ſummation, to which, as chriſtians, we 
ought continually to look. This is that 
which the apoſtle Paulalls the bleſſed hope, 
even the glorious appearance of the great 
God, and of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, that is, of Chriſt coming, as he 
himſelf ſays, in the glory of his'Pather. 
Looking forward to this great end of our 

faith, 
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faith, we have even now, but ſhall then 
more. completely, have fellowſhip with 
the Father, and with his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 


It is to this ſociety, this communion, 
or fellowſhip, that we, my chriſtian bre. 
thren, now give our names ; profeſling tg 
have no intereſt, no views, or expecta- 
tions, but ſuch as we are authorized to 
entertain as chriſtians. Renouncing this 
world, and all the frivolous enjoyment 
and purſuits of it, we give up ourſelves 
wholly to God and to Chriſt, in order to 
be ſeparate from the world, and a pecu- 

liar people, zealous of all good works; 
having the ſame temper of mind that was 
alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, and walking as he 
alſo walked; not being conformed to 
this world, but transformed by the re- 
newing of the mind; that our light 
may truly ſhine before men, and others, 
ſeeing our good works, may glorify our 
father who is in heaven. 


We do not, my brethren, as chriſtians, 
make «a of any peculiar ſecret, or 
Me 
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myſtery ; we profeſs no art, but that of 
a holy and good life. We do not hold 
ourſelves obliged to retire from the world. 
We-engage in all its uſeful and laudable 
purſuits, and partake of its innocent en- 
joyments ; uſing the world, as the apoſtle 
| ſays, but not abuſing it; remembering 
that our converſation, or citizenſhip, is 
in heaven, We wear no outward badge, 
but that ornament of a meek, quiet, and 
benevolent ſpirit, which is in the fight 
of God of great price. 


Wie muſt love the brotherhood, as 
ſuch, with a peculiar affection; but we 
are by no means to hate the reſt of the 
world. Nay, we are to love all men, and 
to ſhew our love by endeavouring to bring 
all men into the ſame ſociety and fellow- 
ſhip with ourſelves; that walſking by tbe 
fame rule, and minding the ſame things, 
they may partake of our glorious privi- 
leges ; and that being more in number, we 
may with more advantage, and with leſs 
A and difficulty, work out our 

common 
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common ſal vation, and provoke to love 
and good works; that when our Lord 
ſhall return, we may be found to have 
made a right uſe of the talents entruſted 
to us, and go into the joy, of our 
Lord. 


LET US PRAY. 


Almighty and ever-blefſed God: We 
adore thee as a being ſelf-exiſtent, in- 
dependent, and abſolutely perfect, the 
ſource of life and of happineſs to 
all that enjoy them. Thou art our 
maker, preſerver, and daily benefactor, 
and we thank thee for all thy gifts, and 
for all our privileges. We rejoice in the 
rank which thou haſt been pleaſed that 
we ſhould hold among thy creatures; 
that by means, of the rational faculties 
with which thou haſt endued us, we are 
capable of reſembling thee our maker, 
of being proper ſubjects of thy moral 
government, and fit heirs of immor- 
tality. 3 wr 

9 More 
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More eſpecially would we, on this 
occaſion, thank: thee, that when man- 
kind had neglected to make a right uſe 
of the reaſon which thou hadſt given 
them, when they had debaſed their ex- 
cellent natures by an addictedneſs to vice 
and folly, when they were become vain + 
in their imaginations, and their fooliſh 
hearts were darkened, ſo that the world 
by its own wiſdom knew not God, thou 
waſt pleaſed to make the moſt important 
and the moſt ſeaſonable communications 
of thy will to us; giving us the moſt 
valuable information concerning our duty 

here, and our expectations hereafter. 


We rejoice, above all, that, in this 
land of darkneſs, in this region of the 
ſhadow of death, where we ſee that the 
grave is the houſe appointed for all liv- 
ing; yet, notwithſtanding theſe appear- 
ances, life and immortality are brought 
to light to us in the goſpel; that by 
the reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

a from 


160 FORMS FOR 


from the dead, we are begotten again to 
a new and moſt animating hope, even 
the hope of an inheritance, incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away 
not indeed the object of fight, or of 
ſenſe, but of the firmeſt faith, as what 
is ſurely reſerved for us in heaven. 


We rejoice: that, in our Lord's reſur- 
rection, we have not only the moſt ſatiſ- 
factory proof, but likewiſe a pattern exhi« 
bited to us of a future univerſal reſurrec- 
tion; an aſſurance that as by man came 
death, ſo by man ſhall alſo come the re- 
ſurrection of the dead; and that #s in 
Adam all die, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be 
made alive; that at the laſt day all that 
are in the graves ſhall hear the voice of 
the ſon of man, and ſhall come forth; 
ſome to. the reſurrection of life, and 
others to condemnation ; that then this 
corruption ſhall put on incorruption, 
this mortal ſhall put on immortality, and 
death ſhall be finally ſwallowed up of 


victory. 
1 | We 
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We thank thee for the excellent in- 
ſtructions which have been given us by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt for the regulation of 
our lives, for his perfect example of 

obedience to thy will, and eſpecially his 
ſubmiſſion to a painful and ignominious 
death; that for the joy that was ſet before 
him he endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame, and is now fat down at thy right 
hand; angels, principalities, and powers, 
being made ſubject unto him. We re- 
joice in the encouragement which he has 
given us to walk in his ſteps; being aſ- 
ſured that if we obey and ſuffer with 
him, we ſhall alſo reign with him, and 
be * together. a 


We thank thee for the poſitive inſtitu- 
tions of his holy religion, ſo well calcu- 
lated to bring to our recollection, and to 
impreſs our minds with a lively ſenſe of, 
thy infinite love and goodneſs in giving 
thy ſon to live and die for us. 


Bleſs the preſent adminiſtration of the 


Lord's ſupper. May we attend upon it 
M with 
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with right views of its nature and uſe, 
as a memorial of the death and ſufferings 
of our Lord and maſter; that being 
hereby reminded of our obligation to 
him, and of the nature and value of aur 
chriſtian profeſſion, we may be prepared 

in future life to think, ta feel, and to 
act ag becomes chriſtians ; that hereby 
aur chriſtian faith, hope, and joy, may 
be increaſed; and, in conſequence of it, 
we may become poſſeſſed of that peace of 
mind, which the world c can neither give 
nor 8 Fl 


- Hear us, Almighty God; we ene 
thee in theſe our requeſts ; accept of 
us, and bleſs us in the diſcharge of this, 
and every part of our duty as chriſtians. 

We aſk it in the name, and as the diſ- 
ciples, of thy forr Felus Chriſt our Lord, 

through whom, to thee, O-Father, the 
only living and true God, be Ber for 


ever. Amen. 
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Then let the perſon who officiates take the 
 - | bread; and jay as follows : 

In obedience to the command of 
Chriſt, as a memorial of his death, and 
more efoeciatly of his body being broken 
for us, we break this bread ; and pro- 
felling my own faith in Chriſt, and my 


_ reſolution to live as becomes a chriſtian, 
I take and eat of. this bread. With the 
ſame views, and the fame reſolution, 
let us all take and eat of it. 


Let him then, ofter eating f 1 bread 
himſelf, deliver it to = who diſtribure 

it to the communicants, ſaying, Take 
and eat in remembrance of Chrift. 


During the diftribufion of the br cad, the 
perſon who officiates may either fit dowit 
in ſilence, till that part of "the ſervice be 
over, or he may occaſionally repeat ſuch 

paſſages of ſeripture as the following * 
M 2 God 


«12 10-RM-S1;F:0 n 


God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten ſon ; that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. John iii. 16. 


| God commendeth his love towards us, 
in that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt 


died for us. Rom. v. 8. 


If God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to 
: love one- another. 1 John i iv. I1, 


Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatever 1 command you. John xv. 
12, 13. 


Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us 
an example that we ſhould follow his 
ſteps. 1 Peter i ii. 21. 


He died for all that they who live 
ſhould not henceforth live unto them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, but unto him who died for them, 
and roſe again. 2 Cor. v. 15. 


After the diſtribution of the bread, let the 
perſon who officiates pour the wine into 
the veſſels out of which it is to be drank, 


and ſay as follows: 


In obedience to the command of 
Chriſt, as another memorial of his death, 
and eſpecially of his blood being ſhed for 
us, we pour this wine; and repeating 
my profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, and my 
reſolution to live as becomes a chriſtian, 
I take and drink of this wine. 


When be has taken of the wine, let him 

deliver the cups to thoſe who are to 
carry them to the communicants; ſaying, 
Take and drink of this in remem- 
brance of Chriſt, 


During this part if the ſervice the e 
may either repeat ſome of the preceding paſ- 
ages of ſcripture, or remain in filence till 
the diſtribution be finiſhed; and then let 
him addreſs the congregation as follows + 
M 3 My 


166 FORMS FOR 
| My chriſtian brethren, 

We have now made a public profeſſion 
of our chriſtian faith, in the proper man- 
ner of doing it, preſcribed by our Lord 
himſelf. There cannot be any occafion, 
J am perſuaded, to admoniſh any of us 
who are here preſent, that the celebration 
of this rite will avail nothing inſtead of 
A life and conyerſation becomin the goſ⸗ 
pel or that the obligation to live as be. 

comes chriſtians does not depend 1 in any 
| peculiar manner upon it; when it ought 
to be conſidered as only a circumſtance 
belonging to our profeſſion, and of itſelf 
implying no peculiar -obligation at all, 
But it is univerſally underſtood, that 
every man ought to act agreeably to 
his profeſſion, whatever it be. Every 
man, therefore, who calls himſelf a 
chriſtian, is under an indiſpenſable ob- 
ligation to live as becomes a chriſtian; 
and this obligation (in whatever parti- 
cular manner we may ſignify our pro- 
ſeſſion of chriſtianity) is of the ſtrongeſt 
nature,. 


Much 
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Much better would it be for us, at the 
day of judgment, to be able to plead 
that we had never known Chriſt, than 
that we had known him, and profefled 
his religion, unleſs, in conſequence of 
it, we depart from iniquity, and be 
unto him a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. Without this we acknow- | 
ledge that light is come into the world, 
but that we love darkneſs rather than 
light, becauſe our deeds are evil. 


Let it appear, then, that we are the 
diſciples of Chriſt; by doing whatſoever 
he has commanded us; by adding to dur 
chriſtian faith fortitude, patience; temper- 
ance, godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs; and 
charity; that theſe things being in us, and 
abounding, we may not be barren or un- 
fruitful in the knowledge of the goſpel; 
that when aur Lord ſhall return, to raiſe 
the dead and to judge the world, he may 
ſay unto us, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. 

M 4 Here 
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Here fing the following pſalm, or any other, 
, . expreſſive of the proper temper, views, 
and eupectations of chriſtians. 


PSALM. XVII. by Dr. Warrs. 
n 
| (Fad I am thine; but thou wilt prove 
My faith, my patience, and my love. 


When men of ſpite againſt me join, 
They are the ſword, the hand is thine, 


| | Ia 
Their hope and portion lie below: 
*Tis all the happineſs they know. 


Tis all they ſeek : they take their ſhares, 
And leave the reſt * their heirs. 


e III. 
What ſinners value, J reſign, 
Lord, tis enough that thou art mine. 


I ſhall behold thy bliſsful face, 
And ſtand n in righteouſneſs. 


IV. This 
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ee IS 
This life's 4 dream, an empty ſhow. 
But the bright world to which I go 


Hath joys ſubſtantial and ſincere. 
When ſhall I awake and find me there. 


V. 


O glorious hour ! O bleſt abode! 

I ſhall be near, and like my God, 
And fleſh and fin no more controul 
The ſacred PR of the ſoul. _ 


„535 
My fcth ſhall flumber in the ground, 
Till the laſt trumpet's joyful ſound ; 
Then burſt the chains with ſweet ſurpriſe, 
And in * Saviour's _—_ riſe. 


After finging, let the minifer conclude with 
| the following prayer. 


Almighty God, and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther ; We addreſs ourſelves unto thee as 
the God and father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and as manifeſting thyſelf by him 


the 


399 FORMS. FOR 


the God of love and of all conſolation, 
We rejoice in the great Privileges and 
bleſfings of his gofpel, atid that 10 us, in 
this rembte corner of the world, 16 great 
a light has ſhined; that to us life aud im- 


mortality are brought to light. 


Grant that we, having this light, may 
walk as becomes the children of Heh and 
of the day, and not be guilty of the works 
of the night or of darknefs. Naming the 
name of * Chrift, may we be careful to be 
chriſtians not in name and profeſſion only, 
but in deed and in truth; approving our- 
ſelves to be | the true friends and dif. 
ciples of Chriſt, by doing wharſbever he 
Has mg TT.” 


As his diſciples, we would be careful 
ta copy after his example, to have the 
ſame temper of mind iu us that was alſo 
in him, holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, 
that being actuated by the ſame prin- 
ciples, and having the ſame great views, 


we may Falk ag he alſo walked, not 
being 
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being conformed to this world, but 
being transformed by the RET of 


our — 


Thus may it be our e Audy 
and endeavour to act with his meekneſs 
and humility, in tho whole of our deport- 
ment, and with his ſteadineſs and reſolu- 
tion in the cauſe of religion and truth. 
Like him would we be unwearied in go- 
ing about doing good, ful filling thy will, 
and finiſhing the work which thou haſt. 
given us to do. Thus would we confeſs 
our Lord before men, by a life and con- 
ver ſation becoming and adorning his goſ- 
pel, ſhewing that we are not aſhamed ta 
act upon the principles of his holy reli- 
gion, how contrary ſoever they may be to 
the prevailing max ims of a corrupt world; 
that our Lord may not be aſhamed of us, 
but may confeſs. us to be his true diſci- 
ples, and worthy followers, before his 
heavenly father, the holy angels, and the 
aſſembled world, at the laſt great day. 


Ever 
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Ever bearing in mind that we are 
the ſubjects of a prince, whoſe king- 
dom is not of this world, may we 
ever conſider ourſelves as not of this 
world,” but' as citizens of heaven, and 
only ſtrangers and ſojourners here be- 
low.” As ſuch, we would abſtain from 
all fleſhly luſts which war againſt the 
ſoul, and cultivate a ſuperiority of mind 
to this world, and all the purſuits and en- 
joyments of it; having our treaſures, our 
hearts, and our converſation in heaven; 
from whence alſo we look for the return 
of our Lord and Saviour; who ſhall 
ehange theſe mortal bodies of ours, and 
faſhion them like unto his own glorified 
body, even in that day when corruption 
ſhall put on incorruption, and when this 
mortal ſhall put on immortality. 


While we thus endeavour to act upon 
chriſtian principles, and to acquire a truly 
ehriſtian character, we would avail our- 
ſelyes of the conſolations of our religion 
under 
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under all the difficulties and troubles of 
this tranſitory life; knowing that they 
are but for a time, and that by patience 
and continuance in well doing, under all 
theſe trials, we ſhall, at length, attain to 
glory, honour, and immortality. We 
would rejoice, more eſpecially, if we be 
counted worthy to ſaffer ſhame, reproach, 
or even death, in the cauſe of Chriſt and 
of a good conſcience; knowing that 
bleſſed are they who are perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven; and that if we ſuffer, 
with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo reign with him, 
and be glorified together. 


Hear us, Almighty God, in theſe our 
requeſts ; accept of us, and bleſs us, as 
the diſciples of thy ſon Chriſt Jeſus ; 
through whom, to thee, O F ather | the 
only living and true God, be glory for 
ever, Amen. 


TAE 
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8561 Tun BLESSING: gh 

Ney Am the Goc ef peace; he 
biwügbe again” from the dead our Lord 
Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
make you perfect in every good work to 
do His will, working itt you that which is 
well pleaſing in his fight, throtigh+ jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom be glory" For ever and 
erer. Amen. 
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Apnars3rs re TWE COMMUNYOANTS 
ron A $2 COND SERVIOS. 2 


Bet ene. 


My in brethren, 


| how: excellence of our * e 
conſpieuous in this inſti tut ion, which 
is peculiar to it. It is a chearful and a 
ſocial rite, becoming that religion, whach 
brings peace upon earth and good will ta- 
wards men; that religion: the abje& of 
which is to extirpate all envy, hatred, 
malice, and revenge, with, every thing 
elſe which tends to diſturb the happineſa 
af ſaciety, and ta promote: mutual lo 
and gaod will: among all the human naca 
as. 2 pledge of thezr mutual happineſs. 


Eating and drinking have, i in, all ges. 
and among all nations been, conſidered. as 
am exprefiion of joy; and cating; and 
drinking at the ſame. table as a mark of 

triendſhiꝑ, good underſtanding, and bars 


mony. 


4 


176 FORMS FOR 


mony. And what, my brethren, ſhould 
hinder our celebrating this rite with joy ? 
Great, indeed, are the bleſſings we now 
commemorate. They are the bleflings 
of the goſpel of Chriſt, or the advantages 
we receive by means of divine revelation; 
and theſe conſiſt of ſuch information con- 
cerning our duty in this life, and our ex- 
pectations in another, as we could never 
have received without divine communi- 
cations, and which, as rational, and at 
the ſame time imperfe& creatures, we 
were moſtly intereſted in. 7 
As rational creatures, capable of im- 
proving in knowledge, and of forming the 
moſt intimate and laſting connexions 
with each other, we cannot help wiſhing 
for an opportuninity of enlarging our 
knowledge, and of continuing and ex- 
tending our connexions among our fel- 
low creatures. But nature alone gives 

us little or no hope of ſurviving ' the 
grave, the houſe appointed for all living ; 
. Whereas life and immortality are brought 
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to light in the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. He 
is the reſurrection and the life; and by 
the appointment and gift of God, he has 
the keys of death and of the grave. If 
any man believe in him, and obey his 
goſpel, death ſhall not finally triumph 
over him. Though he ſhall die, he ſhall 
not periſh, but ſhall have everlaſting 
life; for Chriſt will raiſe kim; Sp at ; hid 
Hi rr nn 16% 5 1 uf 


473 not. 4 op biethten, glad ti 6d. 
ings of great joy indeed? Here is an im- 
mortal exiſtence, and what is more, an 
immortality, of happineſs, promiſed to 
all the diſciples. and followers of our 
Lord; and this glorious promiſe is con- 
firmed to us by a ſeries of ſuch miracles, 
and mighty deeds, as no man could have 
done if God had not been with him, and 
eſpecially by the reſurrection of our Lord 
himſelf from the dead; ſo that nothing 
can be wanting to the full aſſurance of 
our faith in an article of ſo much im- 


PROS How does this glorious pro- 
N ſpect 
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ſpe& of immortality raiſe our hearts aboye 
the world, and all the pleaſures and pur- 
ſuits of it. With this hope ſet before 
us, we are able to purify ourſelves from 
all the pollutions of the world, and to 
perfect en in the fear vf God. 


Wirk this ee we are able to bear all 
the trials of this life, and make them 
work out for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. With this 
hope we are able to rejoice, if we be 
called to it, that we are accounted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame, and even death, 
for the ſake of our religion, and a good 
conſeience; and finally, when heart and 
fleſh, and all the powers of nature ſhall 
fail us, with this hope ſet before us, 
God will be the ſtrength of our hearts 
and our portion for ever. Bidding adieu 
to all mortal things, we may ſing the 
chriſtian triumphant ſong; O death, 
where is thy ſting, O grave, where is 
thy victory. The ſting of death is ſin, 
6 of fin is the law; but 
7. | thanks 
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thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


This is the Jeſus Chriſt whom we 
now commemorate, whom having not 
ſeen we have abundant reaſon to love ; 
and in whom, though now we ſee him 
not, yet believing, we rejoice with Joy 


unſpeakable and full of glory. 


lier adminiration. 


Having made this public feln of 
our faith in Chriſt, let us for a moment 
conſider what it is to be a chriſtian, and 
more eſpecially what particular chriſtian 
virtues this inſtitution is calculated to 
improve us in; and, as I have already 
obſerved, they are the virtues of chriſtian 
charity, mutual love, and good will. 
This amiable ſpirit breathes in every 
part of the goſpel of Chriſt. If ye love 
me, ſays our Lord, keep my command- 
ments; and this is my commandment, 
N 2 that 
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that ye love one another. As I have 
loved you, do ye alſo love one another, | 


As partakers of the fame human na- 
ture, we cannot want motives for mutual 
love and affection. For hath not one 
God created us, and doth not the ſame 
kind providence watch over us all, ſup- 
plying our common wants, and guarding 
us from the dangers to which we are in 
common expoſed? Are we not all placed 
in the ſame ſtate of trial, probation, and 
diſcipline? Is not the great buſineſs of 
all our lives the ſame; and is not our 
intereſt in a thouſand ways connected 
writh that of others; 3 ſo that we cannot 
live, much leſs comfortably without the 
aſſiſtance of each other? Shall we not 
then love one another, and ſtudy to pro- 
mote tlie happineſs and comfort of all 
that we are connected with, and to whom 
our influence can extend ? 11 5 


$7 | Þ 


But, my brethren), the goſpel of Chriſt 
brings us ſtill nearer together. As chrif- 
bs | tians 
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tians we have the ſame faith, and the 
fame great hopes and expectations. We 
are, as it were, travelling the ſame road 
to glory, honour, and immortality. As 
chriſtians we alike profeſs to be not of 
this world, but to be citizens of hea- 
yen, and to be ſtrangers and pilgrims 
here below. Let us, then, cheriſh that 
mutual love, affection, and confidence; 
which fellow citizens and countrymen 
are always known to have for each other, 
when they are travelling through diſtant 
countries, f | | 


We may, in a thouſand reſpects, aſſiſt 
and comfort one another. We have the 
ſame enemies to guard againſt, which 
are the temptations to vice and exceſs 
that the world abounds with. As 
brethren, then, let us watch over one 


another with brotherly love, and not 


ſuffer fin in each other; but be conti- 
nually provoking, that is exciting, to 
love and to good works; animating oue 

N 3 another, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


another in our chriſtian courſe, by the 
proſpect of the glorious - rewards which 
await our patient continuance in well 
doing. Mer | 111 | | 


Our Lord always laid particular ſtreſs 
on the mutual love and friendſhip of his 
followers.' If any man, ſays he, | ſhall 
offend one of theſe little ones that be- 
lieves in me, it were better for him that 
2 mill-ſtone were hanged about his neck, 
and he was caſt into the midſt of the 
| ſea; but whoſoever giveth ſo much as a 
cup of cold water to a diſciple, in the 
name of a diſciple, he ſhall in no wiſe 
loſe his reward. And at the great day 
of judgment, it ſhould ſeem that this 
will be the particular ſubje& of inquiry, 
viz. whether we have behaved in a kind 
and benevolent manner towards our bre- 
thren of mankind, and eſpecially to our 
fellow chriſtians ; and at that time our 
Lord repreſents every kind office that is 
done to a diſciple, as done to himſelf; 


U 


* 


2 
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and every affront offered to a diſciple, as 
offered to himſelf. a 


n alas, will ariſe, while we are 
all ſubject to various infirmities and paſ- 
fions ; but let it be our bufineſs to re- 
preſs all the irregular workings of our 
paſſions. For what elſe was our reaſon, 
for what elſe was Fr l given us E 


Let us mutually forgive, as we our- 
ſelves hope to be forgiven ; and fince we 
expect to arrive at the ſame place at laſt; 
let us ſee that we do not fall out by the 
Way. $1 . 'F J 


Let us, therefore, ſtrengthen one an- 
other's hands, and edify one another 
with theſe words; continuing ſtedfaſt, 
immoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that our la- 
bour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


N 4 ADDRESSES 
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ADDRES8ES TO THE COMMUNICANTy 
| FOR A THIRD SERVICE, 


Aldreſe before the adminiftration, 


]* becomes us, my chriſtian brethren, 

whenever we engage in any ſervice 
peculiar to chriſtians, and belonging to 
our profeſſion as ſuch, to impreſs our 
minds with a juſt ſenſe of the nature and 
value of that profeſſion, - We are now 
aſſembled as Chri/tzans, for the celebra- 
tion of that religious, but chearful rite, 
which our Lord enjoined upon all his 
diſciples. Let us then endeavour ta 
turn our eyes from the world, the civil, 
the mercantile, the political, and the 
ſcientifical world; a world of buſtle, 
diſtraction, and danger, in which we are 
only ſtrangers, and where we are only 
placed as in a ſchool of diſcipline, to 
train us up for a better ſtate, Let us, 1 
ſay, turn our eyes from this world, to- 
wards that world and ſtate for which we 
are training; and that is a world of reſt, 
a nd 
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and enjoyment ; + though, no doubt, a 
ſcene of ſufficient activity, of mutual 
benevolence, and uſefulneſs, 


In this life our ranks, fituations, and 
conditions, are very different and no 
doubt they will be ſo hereafter : but all 
diſtinctions will then be regulated on a 
different plan. Here, by the wiſe ap- 
pointment of a ſuperintending provi- 
dence, ſome are poor, and others rich; 
ſome occupy à lower, others a more 
exalted ſtation, without the leaſt reſpect 
to their moral worth, but only as oc- 
caſions and opportunities of improving 
their moral character. Whereas in a 
future ſtate, our rank will be adjuſted 
according to this improvement only ; 
and then that God who, at his ſovereign 
pleaſure, maketh rich or maketh poor, 
2nd who regardeth the rich no more than 
the poor, will render to every man ac- 
cording; to his works. Then thoſe who 
in this life were as poor and deſtitute 
as Lazarus, ſhall, if they be pious and 

virtuous, 
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virtuous, be raiſed to the higheſt ho- 
nour, ſuch as that which is figured: to 
us by reclining on Abraham's boſom; 
whilſt thoſe who, like the rich man, 
at whoſe: door he lay, ſhall not have 
made a right uſe of the bounty of 
providence, will lift e their _ in 
en. | 


Y With reſpe& to the moſt valuable 
enjoyments of this life, - thoſe which 
depend on the cultivatian of the mind, 
the poor, if they are virtuous, induſtrious, 
and make the moſt of their advantages, 
are but little inferior to the rich. They, 
as well as the rich, have the goſpel 
preached to them; and, my brethren, they 
are the views which the goſpel exhibits 
to us, the views of the nature and 
true end of this life, and of our deſti- 
nation for another ; the views of the great 
ſcenes of providence recorded in the 
ſcriptures (leading to an habitual regard 
to the maker and governor of the world, 
the greateſt and beſt of all beings, and 


our 
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our equal relation to him, as our parent) 
that contribute moſt of all to give that 
elevation to our ſentiments, and thoſe 
generous feelinge to the heart, which 
make one man truly r to an- 
RO. | 


Natural ſcience, or a knowledge and 
contemplation of the works of God, and 
of the laws of nature, have, no doubt, 
an effect of the ſame kind; and there- 
fore ought to be cultivated by all thoſe 
who have leiſure and opportunity for 
doing it, as highly becoming and im- 
proving our rational nature; but with 
reſpect to degree, all natural ſcience con- 
tributes but little to the real improve- 
ment of the mind, or even true refine- 
ment of ſentiment (the moſt eſſential 
ingredient in which is humanity and 
ſympathy) compared with that know- 
ledge which the pooreſt of human beings, 
who can only read the ſcriptures, may 
derive from that ſource. And other 
kinds of knowledge have, like riches and 


power, 
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power, together with their advantages 
for virtue and happineſs, Aer peculiar 
ſnares and hazards. 


We ra in fact, that natural know. 
ledge, inſtead of elevating, too often 
debaſes the mind, and ſupplies food for 
the loweſt and moſt malignant paſſions. 
Men of ſcience, and alſo elegant artiſts, 
may be, and too often are, envious, ma- 
licious, avaricious, and indeed ſometimes 
the groſſeſt ſenſualiſts; ſo as, with reſpect 
to real mental excellence, to be little 
better than brutes. But a chriſtian, even 
an unlearned chriſtian, if he makes his 
religion his ſtudy, and the precepts and 
promiſes of it the ſubject of his habitual 
contemplation, may, from this alone, be 
the greateſt, and I may almoſt add; the 
moſt a of all human ne, 


The true chriſtian lives as ſeeing Ged 
who 1s inviſible. In all the works of 
nature he rejoices in the God of na- 
ture, In every human being he ſees 
| a child 
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a child of the ſame parent as himſelf, 
an object of the ſame paternal care and 
bounty, a ſcholar in the ſame ſchool 
of diſcipline, and, as he may hope, an 
heir of the ſame immortal life, revealed 
to him in the goſpel. He therefore will 
love all as his hrethren, that is, as him- 
ſelf; at the ſame time that he loves 
God above all, and is wholly devoted to 
his _ in Mats and Pez ans, 


Divw the! ae ban of the 
chriſtian who is poor, that labour which 
is neceſſary to his ſubfiſtence, will, if 
accompanied with ſobriety, give him 
that health and chearfulneſs which the 
rich much more generally want; and will 
tend to make him think of, and rejoice 
in, that future and happy world, which 
the rich too often forget. And that is a 
world in which he knows he ſhall reſt 
from all his labours, and all his ſufferings. 


Let us then, my chriſtian brethren, 
while we are celebrating this chriſtian 
| rite, 
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rite, impreſs our minds with theſe ſenti- 
ments becoming chriſtians, and peculiar 
to them; and may they contribute to 
inſpire our minds with that brotherly 
love, which levels all ranks and con- 
ditions of men, and which is likewiſe 
a diſtinguiſhing badge of our relation to 
Chriſt, with reſpect to its influence on 
the mind, as this ordinance is a badge 
of our profeſſion externally. Hereby, 
ſays our Lord, ſhall all men know that 
ye are my diſciples, if ye love one an- 
other. Thus, after joining in chriſtian 
worſhip and chriſtian rites here below, 
we may join in one general aſſembly, in 
company with our Saviour himſelf, the 
great head of the church, in the praiſes 
of God hereafter; in the praiſes of that 

great and only adorable being, who is 
his Father * our Father, his God and 
. our God. 


 Afeier 
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After the Adminiſtration. 


Does our religion, my chriſtian bre- 
thren, afford us ſuch excellent means 
for elevating the mind, ſuperior to any 
thing that even philoſophy can boaſt ? 
Let it appear by our conduct, that we 
are poſſeſſed of truly elevated ſentiments, 
and that our minds are diveſted of every 
affection that is mean, low, and unworthy 
of us. If we conſider this world, as 
merely a paſſage to a better, let us ha- 
bitually regard it as a means, and be 
careful not to reſt in it as an end. 
Let us not ſet our affections upon any 
thing here below; but let our conver- 
ſation be in heaven, and let us mind 
chiefly the things that are above, where 
Chriſt ſitteth at the right hand of God. 

4 CI | 
If we conſider ourſelves as children of 
God, and heirs of immortality, ſach as 
the apoſtle ſtiles heirs of God, and joint 
| heirs with Chriſt Jeſus, let us be care- 
OI that ſhall be truly God- 


like, 


ige FORM S F OR 


like, that is, diſintereſtedly benevolent, 
in imitation of him who is good to all, 

even the unthankful and unworthy ; and 
let thoſe who are ever fo poor, do no- 
thing that ſhall be unworthy of thoſe 
who are truly rich; rich in the ſure re- 
verſion of an inheritance that is incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away. Let not, then, the rich chriſtians 
deſpiſe the poot ones, nor the poor envy 
the rich, as there can be no good n 
for either. 5 . | 


If theſe great views ot 6 wo 
really fill the mind, they will exclude 
all ſentiments that are baſe and grovel- 
ing; and the rich, the great, the power- 
ful, and the wiſe, with reſpect to this 
world only, will appear to be truly ab- 
ject and contemptible, when compared 
with the mcaneſt chriſtians. Their en- 
joyments even here below, eſpecially 
thoſe that have their ſeat in the mind, 
and in the heart (which are of far. the 


greateſt importance. and almoſt alone 
worth 
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worth conſidering, in eſtimating the hap- 
pineſs of rational beings) are infinitely 
inferior to his. And we muſt ever bear 
in mind, that all our enjoyments here 
below, even thoſe which ariſe from a con- 
ſciouſneſs of integrity, and from the ſenſe 
of our relation to God, will ſtill be far 
ſhort of that happineſs which is not yet 
revealed to us, of that joy which is ſaid 
to be unſpeakable and full of glory. For 
as we are informed, eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive, what God 
hath laid up for them that love him, 


0  AFvu- 
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A FUNERAL, Coven. 


| Suppofing the "TA 13 ts 1 near e 
place of public warſhip, let the people fi 
aſſemble there, and the miniſter begin with 
reading all or part of | the n 
ee of ne 140 


Jod xiv, 1 1 Kc. 


Mi. that i is born of a Woman is of 

few. days, and full of trouble. 
He cometh forth like a 8 and is cut 
down: he fleeth alſo. As 2 ſhadow, and 
continueth not.— His days are determined, 
the number of his months are with thee. 
Thou haſt appointed his bounds, that he 
cannot paſs— All the days of my appoint- 
ed time will I wait, till my change come. 
Thou ſhalt call, and I will anſwer thee. 
Thou wilt have a defire for the works 
of thine hands. 


Pe ſalm xxxix. 4, &c. 
Lord make me to know mine end, and 
the meaſure of my days, what it is ; that 
I may 
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I may know how frail I am. Behold thou 
haſt made my days as an hand breadth, and 
mine age is as nothing before thee. Ve- 
rily every man, at his belt eſtate, is alto- 
gether vanity. Surely every man walketh 
in a vain ſhew. Surely they are diſ- 
quieted 1n vain, He heapeth up riches, 
and knoweth not who ſhall gather them. 
And now, Lord, what wait I for? my 
hope is in thee. Deliver me from all my 
tranſgreſſions, make me not the reproach 
of the fooliſh. I was dumb, I opened 
not my mouth, becauſe thou didſt it. — 
Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear 
unto: my cry; hold not thy peace at my 
tears; for I am a ſtranger with thee, and 
a ſojourner, as all my fathers were. O 
ſpare me, that I may recover ſtrength, be- 
fore I go hence and be no more. 


Pſalm xc. 1, &c. | 
Lord, thou haſt been our dwelling place 
in all generations. Before the mountains 


were brought forth, or ever thou hadſt 
O 2 formed 
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formed the earth, or the world; even from 
everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art God, 
Thou turneſt man to deſtruction, and ſayeſt 
Return ye children of men. For a thou. 
ſand years in thy ſight are but as yeſterday, 
when it is paſt, and as a watch in the 
night. Thou carrieſt them away as with 
>a flood; they are as a ſleep. In the morn= 
ing they are like graſs which groweth up, 
In the morning it flouriſheth and groweth 
up; in the evening it is cut down and 
withereth.— The days of our years are 
three ſcore years and ten; and if by reaſon 
of ſtrength they be four ſcore years, yet 
is their ſtrength labour and ſorrow ; for 
it is ſoon cut off, and we fly away 
So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wiſdom. 


1 Theſl. iv. 13. &c. 

I would not have you ignorant, my bre- 
thren, concerning thoſe who are aſleep, 
that ye ſorrow not as others who have no 
hope. For if we believe that Jeſus died, 
and roſe again, even ſo them alſo who ſleep 
in 
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in Jeſus will God bring with him. 
For this we ſay unto you, by the word of 
the Lord, that we who are alive, and re- 
main, ſhall have no advantage of them 
who are aſleep. For the Lord himſelf 
ſhall deſcend from heaven, with a ſhout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God, and the dead in Chriſt 
ſhall riſe firſt. Then we, who are alive 
and remain, ſhall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air; and fo ſhall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort 
one another with theſe words. 


1 Corinth. xv. 12. &c. 


Now if Chriſt be preached that he 
roſe from the dead, how ſay ſome among 
you, that there is no reſurrection of the 
dead? But if there be no reſurrection of 
the dead, then is Chriſt not riſen. And 
if Chriſt be not riſen, then is our preach- 
ing vain, and your faith is alſo vain— 
Then they alſo who are fallen afleep in 

O 3 Chriſt 
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Chriſt are periſhed. If in this life only 
we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all men 
moſt miſerable. But now is Chriſt riſen 
from the dead, and become the firſt fruits 
of them that ſlept. For ſince by man 
came death, by man came alſo the re- 
ſurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be 
made alive. But every man in his own 
order, Chriſt the firſt fruits, afterwards 
they that are Chriſt's at his coming. 


Then cometh the end, when he ſhall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father. When he ſhall have 
put down all rule, and all authority, and 
power, for he muſt reign till he has put 
all enemies under his feet. The laſt 
enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death. 
For he hath put all things under his 
feet. But when he faith all things are 
put under him, it is manifeſt that he 
is excepted who did put all things under 
him. And when all things ſhall be 
ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the ſon 

alſo 
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alſo himſelf be ſubje& unto him that 
put all things under him, that God may 
be all in all. 10 1 


But ſome man will ſay, how are the 
dead raiſed up, and with what body do 
they come? Thou ignorant man, that 
which thou ſoweſt is not quickened 
except it die, and that which thou ſoweſt 
thou ſoweſt not that body which ſhall be, 
but bare grain. It may chance of wheat, 
or of ſome other grain, But God giveth 
it a body as it hath pleaſed him, and 
to every ſeed its own body,—So alſo is 
the reſurrection of the dead, It is ſown 
in corruption, it is raiſed in incorrup- 
tion ; it is ſown in diſhonour, it is raiſed 
in glory; it is ſown in weakneſs, it is 
raiſed in power; it is ſown a natural 
body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual body. 


Behold I ſhew you a myſtery ; We 
ſhall not all ſleep, but we ſhall all be 
changed ; in a moment, in the twinkling 


of an eye, at the laſt trump; for the 
O 4 trumpet 
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trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall 
be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall be 
changed. For this corruptible muſt put 
on incorruption, and this mortal muſt 
put on immortality. So when this cor- 
ruptible ſhall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal ſhall have put on im- 
mortality, then ſhall be brought to 
paſs the ſaying that is written, Death 
is ſwallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy ſting, O grave where is 
thy victory. The ſting of death is fin, 
and the ſtrength of fin is the law; but 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Let 


Ld 
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Let them then' fing the SRO, hymn. 


HYMN LXIII. ſecond book, by Dr. 
WarTrrTs, 


* 
A: 


ARK from the tombs, a doleful found, 
My ears attend the cry ; 
Ye living men come view the ground, 
Where you muſt Men 1 | 


„ 


Princes, this clay muſt be your bed, 
In ſpite of all your tow'rs; 
The tall, the wiſe, the reverend head, 


Muſt lie as low as ours. 


III. 


Great God! is this our certain doom ? 
And are we ſtill ſecure; 
Still walking downward to our tomb, 
And yet prepare no more? 
$4 IV. 


2 


208 FORMS FOR 
IV. 


Grant us the power of quick'ning grace, 
To fit our ſouls to fly; 

Then, when we drop this dying fleſh, 

We ll riſe above the ſky. 


Or HYMN IV. Book i. 


OF 2415 m. 
NjakeD as ys the earth we came, 
And crept to life at firſt; 
We to the earth return again, 
And mingle with the duſt. 


R 
The dear delights we here enjoy, 
And fondly call our own, _ 
Are but ſhort favours, borrowed now, 
To be repaid anon. 
I. 
'Tis God that lifts our comforts high, 
Or ſinks them in the grave. 


He gives and (bleſſed be his name) 
. He takes but what he gave, 


IV, 
x 
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Peace all our angry paſſions then, 
Let each rebellious ſigh 


Be filent at his ſovereign will, 
And every murmur die. 


V. 


If ſmiling mercy crown our lives, 
Its praiſes ſhall be ſpread, 

And we'll adore the juſtice too, 
That ſtrikes our comforts dead. 


After this, let the perſon who officiates 
pray as follows : 


LMIGHTY and everlaſting God. 

We -adore thee as the maker, and 
ſupreme diſpoſer of all things; believing 
that nothing can come to paſs, throughout 
the whole extent of thy works, without 
thy knowledge and influence. Thou doſt 
whatſoever thou pleaſeſt in the armies of 
heaven above, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth here beneath. None can 


ſtay. 
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ſtay thine hand, or ſay unto _ what 
doeſt thou. | 


Thou haſt been pleaſed in great wiſ- 
dom, as well as in awful juſtice, to 
appoint unto all men once to die, and 
after death the judgment. Thou haſt ſaid 
to the whole human race, Duſt ye are, 
and to duſt ye ſhall return, Grant that 
when we ſee this awful ſentence put in 
execution, when we are conducting our 
friends, relations, and acquaintance to 
the ſilent grave; while we are committing 
earth to earth, aſhes to aſhes, and duſt to 
duſt, we may be ſeriouſly reminded of 
our own mortality ; and be thereby ex- 
Cited to ariſe and be doing, working the 
work of thee our God while it is day, 
fince the night of death comes, and may 
ſurpriſe us, in which no man can work, 
For in the grave there is no remem- 
brance of thee O God. In that houſe 
appointed for all living, there is no work 
or device, no knowledge or wiſdom ; 

| but, 


UNITARIAN SOCIETIES. «oz 


but when this period of our trial and 
probation ſhall be expired in death, he 
that is holy ſhall be holy ſtill, and he 
that is unclean ſhall be unclean ſtill. 
May we, therefore, while our characters 
remain unfixed, and before our irrevo- 
cable doom be paſſed ; may we even nw, 
while now is the accepted time, while 
now is the day of falvation, turn from 
all dead unprofitable works, to ſerve thee 
the living and the true God; that hav- 
ing by the help of theſe conſiderations 
been enabled, in ſome good meaſure, to 
live the life of the righteous, our latter 
end may be alſo like his, full of hope 
and joy; and whenever we are called to 
bid adieu to all mortal things, may we 
have the chriſtian triumphant ſong in 
our mouths, O death, where is thy 
ſting ; O grave, where is thy victory? 


Influenced by theſe juſt motives, may 
we paſs the whole time of our ſo- 
journing here below in thy fear, avoid- 


ing every appearance of evil, and the 
moſt 
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moſt diſtant approaches towards it; 
that when the houſe of this our ta- 
bernacle ſhall be diſſolved, we may have 
a building of thee our God, a houſe 
not made with hands, but eternal in the 
heavens. 


Whilſt thou art pleaſed to continue 
us in this uncertain Rate of being, we 
would cultivate an habitual reſignation 
to thy will; having an entire confidence 
in the wiſdom and goodneſs of thy pro- 
vidence, and rejoicing that thou, the 
Lord God omnipotent, reigneſt over all, 
Having our hearts thus fixed, ſtayed 
upon thee, may we be prepared to meet 
all the events of life with devout com- 
poſure. In the moſt afflicting diſpenſa- 
tions of thy providence, knowing that 
we are in thy wiſe and gracious hands, 
may we in patience poſſeſs our own ſouls, 
exerciſing a ſteady truſt and confidence 
in thee, the rock of ages, the ſure reſting 
place of all generations; ever diſpoſed to 
ſay, Not our wills, but thy will, hea- 


venly 
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venly father, be done, The Lord giveth, 
and the Lord taketh away, and bleſſed be 
the name of the Lord. Thus may we 
grow wiſer and better by all that we ſuf- 
fer, as well by all that we enjoy, in this 
life; training up in thy love, and in thy 
fear, for a glorious and happy immorta- 
lity. 


Hear us, Almighty God, in theſe our 
requeſts ; accept; of us, and bleſs us, as 
the diſciples of thy ſon Chriſt Jeſus; 
through whom, to thee, O Father, the 
only living and- true God, be glory for 
ever. Amen. | 


Let the company then proceed to the grave, 
and when the corpſe is depofited in it, and 
before it ts filled up with the earth, let the 
miniſter ſpeak as follows * : 

T am the reſurrection and the life, faith 
our Lord; he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet ſhall he live. 


* Or if the weather be rainy, the whole ſervice may 
be performed in the place of worſhip. 
5 I know 
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I know that my redeemer liveth, ſaid 
Job, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter 
day upon'the earth ; and though, after my 
fleſh, worms deſtroy this yy yet in my 
_ * I ſee God. | 


Let us ms my ine brethren, 
with ſeriouſneſs, but without dread, draw 
near and behold this cold and filent grave : 
for ſuch is the laſt abode of all the living. 
Narrow and confined as it is, it will ſuffice 
for the richeſt and the greateft upon earth; 
for naked we came into this world, and 

naked we muſt all return out of it. 
Here all worldly diſtinctions are at an end. 


Healthy and vigorous as many of us 
here preſent may be, extenſive as may be 
the ſchemes and projects that we are form- 
ing to aggrandize ourſelves, or our fami- 
lies, to ſuch ſmall graves, ſhall we, and 
all that we are concerned to provide for, 
finally come. Here the worms ſhall prey 
upon us, or the whole body ſoon go to 


corruption. 44 1 
- But 
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But confined as this grave is, and cloſe as 
the earth will ſoon cover the body we are 
now committing to it, the time is coming, 
when this grave, and when all graves, 
ſhall open, and when the ſea alſo ſhall 
give up its dead. Liberty will then be 
given to the captives, and life will return 
to their decayed and periſhed bodies. 
They will even riſe with renewed vigour. 
This corruptible body will then become 
incorruptible, and this mortal will 
put on immortality. For the trumpet 
ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed 
incarruptible, When they who have 
done good ſhall have a reſurrection to life, 
never to die any more, but ſhall be for 
ever with the Lord. 


I heard a voice from heaven, fays 
John, ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed 
are the dead who die in the Lord; 
yea, ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt from 
their labours, and their works do follow 
chen. 


p Let 
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Let us then attend to the voice of di- 
vince Providence, which, while it ſpares 
us in theſe events, does likewiſe ſpeak to 
us in them, and in a very audible voice, 
| ſays to us all, Be ye alſo ready, for in 


ſuch an hour as ye think not the ſon of 
man cometh. 


Let us not then grieve over our departed 
friends as thoſe who have no hope; but 
being perſuaded that this ſeparation, 
though painful, is but a temporary thing; 
let it quicken our diligence in preparing 

to meet our , virtuous friends once more; 
in a place where we ſhall not find them 
burthened with the pains, infirmities, and 
weakneſſes which often embitter our 
lives here below ; and where, if we be 
equally virtuous, we ſhall be _ 
happy with * for ever. 


Loet us than, my ſorrowing brethren, 
comfort one another with theſe words; 
and continue ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always 

abounding 
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abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that our labour ſhall not finally 
be in vain in the Lord. 


TRE BLESSING. 


May grace, mercy, and peace, from 
God the father, and from-our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, be with us all evermore. Amen. 


P 2 PRAYERS, 
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PRAYERS, &c. FOR A FAST Dar. 
THE INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 


LMIGHTY and everlaſting God; 
X We thy ſervants, and the ſubjects 
of thy government, would approach thy 
preſence with the deepeſt humility and 
ſelf abaſement; thankfully accepting thy 
gracious encouragement, in all things, by 
prayer, and by ſupplication, with thankſ- 
giving, to make our requeſts known unto 
thee. 


Upon this occaſion, when thy judg- 
ments are abroad in the earth, and we of 
this nation have, in thy righteous diſ- 
pleaſure, been made to drink deep of the 
cup of affliction, we would humbly pro- 
ſtrate ourſelves before thee, as the moſt 
high over all the earth. Thou art 
the king of kings, and the lord of 
lords. Thou liveſt and reigneſt for ever 


and 
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and ever. Thy kingdom is an everlaſt- 
ing kingdom, and thy dominion endureth 
throughout all generations. All the 
inhabitants of the earth are as nothing 
before thee. Thou doeſt according to 
thy will in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth. All 
thy works ate truth, and thoſe that walk 
in pride thou art able to abaſe. 


Thou fitteſt on the circle of the hea- 
vens, and from thence beholdeſt all the 
inhabitants of the earth. Thou faſhioneſt 
their hearts alike; thou confidereſt all 
their works. In vain, then, ſhould we 
endeavout to cloak our iniquity before 
thy face, to whom all things are naked 
and open. To us, O Lord, betong ſhame 
and confuſion of face, to our kings, to 
our princes, and to our fathers, becauſe 
we have finned againſt thee ; but to thee, 
O God, belong mercy and forgiveneſs. 


Therefore would we now return unto 


thee with our whole hearts, with faſting, 
P 3 with 
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with weeping, and with mourning. We 
would rend our hearts, and not our gar. 
ments, and turn unto thee the Lord our 
God ; for thou art gracious and merciful, 
flow to anger, and of great kindneſs, and 
repenteſt thee of the evil. We, there. 
fore, carneſtly entreat, and humbly hope, 
that thou wilt turn from us thy fierce 
anger, that we periſh not, 


May all the people of this land pre. 
pare their hearts aright for the ſervice of 
this day. May they be truly ſenſible 
that in all our diſtreſſes thou only art 
our refuge and our ſtrength, a preſent 
help in time of trouble; and that if 
God be for us, we need not fear what 
man can do to us. May we all be duly 
ſenſible that it is our iniquities alone 
that ſeparate between thee and us, and 
that cauſe thee to hide thy face from 


us. 


May the ſervices, of this day be the 
means of leading us to acknowledge thee 
in 
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in all our ways, as the ſovereign diſpoſer 
of all affairs and of all events; that for 
the future thy fear may be more before 
our eyes, and we may be better diſpoſed 
for the faithful diſcharge of our 5 
tive duties in life. 


Be with all thy miniſtering ſervants, 
who exhort thy people in thy name this 
day. May they cry aloud and not ſpare. 
May they ſhew the inhabitants of this 
land their tranſgreſſions and their fins ; 
and may their ſeaſonable and earneſt ad- 
monitions be effectual for the reformation 
of manners, among all ranks and degrees 
of men ; that with the return of national 
virtue, we may regain thy favour, and 
ſecure the return of national proſperity 
and glory, 


Hear us, Almighty God, in theſe our 
requeſts ; accept of us, and bleſs us, as 
the diſciples of thy ſon Chriſt Jeſus, 
through whom to thee, O Father, the 
1 only 
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only living and true m be glory w 
ever. Amen | 
Chapters proper to be read. Neh. ix. 
II. i. Jer. xviii. Hoſ. iv. 

Palms of Dr. Watts proper to be 


ſung. Pf. xxxvi. xciii. xxxv. xxxvi. 
exxxviii. 


Taz concLUDING PRAYER. 
O Lord God Almighty : Thou, even 

thou, art God alone. Thon haſt 
made heaven, yea the heaven of heavens, 
and all their hoſts, the earth, and all 
that are therein, the ſea, and all that are 
therein, and thou preſerveſt them all, 
and the hoſt of heaven worſhippeth thee. 
Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty, in wiſdom, and 
in perfect goodneſs, haſt thou made them 
all. Thou art he who haſt made us, and 
not we ourſelves ; we are the workman- 
ſhip of thy hands, what thy _ . 
n. 


We 
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We thank thee for the noble powers 
and faculties of our minds; for the gift 
of reaſon, whereby we ate raiſed above 
the brutes that periſh ; and eſpecially for 
our ſocial affections, by means of which 
we are led, and enabled, to form the moſt 
important and uſeful connexions with 
our fellow creatures; in conſequence of 
which better proviſion is made for out 
defence, and for the ſupply of our com- 


mon Wants. 


We cba led thy hand in the 
formation of the ſeveral ſocieties and 
communities that ſubſiſt among men. 
Thou appointeſt the bounds of all our 
habitations, wherever we are diſperſed 


over the face of the earth. Thou ruleſt 


among the children of men, and giveſt 
the kingdoms of them to whomſoever 
thou pleaſeſt ; the extent of their power, 
and all their ad vantages, being marked 
out for them by thy counſel, in the 
wonderful order of thy providenee. 

5 We 
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We thank thee for the favour thou 
haſt ſhewn to this our native country in 
particular. Through thy bounty we 
enjoy the bleſſings of a fruitful ſoil, and 
of a «temperate and healthful climate, 
equally removed from the burning heat 
of ſome countries, and the inclement 
cold of others. Thou haſt given us the 
ſurrounding ſea for our defence, and 
the means of our commerce, riches, and 


power. 


We thank thee that thou haſt not 
given us in ſubjection to any other 
people; but that we are a free and an 
independent nation. We thank thee, 
alſo, that we are not only a free people 
with reſpect to foreign nations, but alſo 
with reſpect to the princes and governors 
whom thou, in thy providence, haſt ſet 
over us; ſo that our lives, our liberties, 
and our properties, are not at the diſpoſal 
of any other than ourſelves ; that we can 
fit under our own vines, and under our 
own 


own fig-trees, without any to make us 
afraid, | 5 


We thank thee for the many great and 
wonderful interpoſitions of thy provi- 
dence in our favour, to deliver us from 


the greateſt of all temporal evils that can 


befal a nation, arbitrary power. Truly 


may we ſay, If it had not been the Lord 
who was on our fide, when men roſe up 
againſt us; then had our enemies ſwal- 
lowed us up quick. But when all other 
help failed, thou waſt a preſent help in 
time of trouble. Therefore would we 
magnify the Lord, and rejoice in God 
our Saviour, Teach us rightly to. value, 
and diligently to improve, this great bleſ- 
ſing of national liberty, which thy provi- 


dence has, in fo ee a manner, 


ſecured to us. 


ui a more eſpecial manner, ao we thank 
thee, the Father of lights, and the foun- 
tain of all true wiſdom, for the ſpiritual 
bleſſings with which thou haſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed 
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ed this people. We thank ther! that to 
us, who fat in darkneſs and in the ſiadew 
of death, the glorious light of thy ſon's 
goſpel hath ſhined; that to us, in this re- 
moteſt corner of the wotld, life and im- 
mortality are brought to light. * 


We wore thy goodneſs, alſo, that | 
though we, together with the greateſt 
part of the chriſtian world, were again ſunk 
in groſs antichriſtian darkneſs, the light 
of the reformation has been extend- 
ed to us; ſo that our worſhip of thee does 
not now conſiſt of ſuperſtitious and i impi- | 
ous rites, which reflect diſhonour on thy 
perfections, and tend to defeat the excel- 
lent moral uſes of thine everlaſting goſpel; 
and eſpecially that we are not thinking todo 
thee ſervice by the perſecutionand maſſacre 
of our fellow creatures. May we be care- 
ful to remove ſtill farther from the dread- 
ful corruptions of the church of Rome, 
till we ſhall come intirely out from her, 
and be ſepatate, touching none of her un- 

| clean 
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clean things, but ſerve thee, who art A 
Wa in ſpirit and in *. La 
gta t © c 

We. lament beſore ow the 8 
returns that we have made for thy mani- 
fold goodneſs to us, and our miſimprove- 
ment and abuſe of it. We lament eſpe- 
cially that profaneneſs, and diſregard: of 

thine authority, which prevail ſo much 
in the lower ranks' of this people, the 
luxury, venality, and irteligion of the 
higher ranks, and the carelefineſs and in · 
attention of all.. 


00s 57; 

n 3 
dels in the cauſe of virtue and truth, 
which! has greatly increaſed in time of 
peace and ſecurity ;; ſo that we have not 
made the progreſs that might have been 
expected from us in the reformation of 
our holy religion 3 nor has the purity of 
our manners correſponded to the degree 
af purity in doctrine to which we have 
attained. Juſtly mighteſt thou expaſtulate 
ED and 

ſay, 
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ſay, What could have been done more to 
this my vineyard,” than I have done 
to it, and yet when I looked that it 


ſhould have brought forth grapes, it 
W * wie n 1 21 


we . had many warnings in 0 
courſe of thy providence to return from 
our evil ways; but we have diſregarded 
them. We have held faſt our iniquity, 
and would not let it go, ** it has mn, 
proved our ruin. LET JO 


But though our iniquities have abound- 
ed, and the love of the generality has 
waxed cold, we truſt there are many 
righteous among us. May the irreligious 
among us be reclaimed, and may thoſe 
who are in any meaſure virtuous and good 
improve more and more in an unfeigned 
love of thee and of their fellow creatures ; 
and may they be actuated with greater 
zeal and ardour in every good cauſe; that, 
though we have done iniquity, we may 
d no more; that we may be again that 
happy 
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happy people whoſe God is the Lord, 
that thou mayeſt again delight over us to 
do us good; and that on the folid foun- 
dation of public victue, the-public hap- 
pineſs and tranquility may be eſtabliſhed. 


We have all too far gone aſtray from 
the paths of virtue, whereby we have 
| rendered ourſelves obnoxious to thy juſt 
diſpleaſure. But do thou turn us again, 
O thou God of our falyation, and cauſe 
thy face to ſhine upon us, that we may 
be faved. May all perſons exert them- 
ſelves in their ſeveral ſtations to recover 
a ſenſe of true piety, virtue, and mode- 
ration, in all their enjoyments; and may 
they promote a ſtrenuous application to 
the duties of their Ke wa places and 
profeſſions. 


May en at bene our 
affairs have wiſdom and integrity proper 
for their important truſts, in this difficult 
conjuncture of public affairs. May their 
views be not their own emolument, or to 
take any advantage of the public diſtreſs, 

. but 
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but to promote the public good. . Succeed 
all their wiſe and well- meant endeavours, 
and over rule all their meaſures, for the real 
good of. this people; and may no arrow 
formed againſt us, at hume or abroad, be 

porn to a. | 


4 - x vo 
* 9 ec  T X - - \ 
* 8 1 


leg thy 8 our ne Grant 
him long to live, and make him the hap- 
py inſtrument; in thy hands of continu; 
ing and confirming to us our inyaluable 
privileges, civil and religious. We thank 
thee for the many and great bleſſinge 
which have heen hitherto ſecured to us 
by the princes of this family; and ſo 
long as they purſue the fame equitable 
and righteous maxims of government, 
and have the proſperity of this people 
in view, may they never want the 


hearts and the confidence of \ their _ 
jects. f 80 2028 4 nenn , 


1 | OHH $4394 
- Bleſs the . and all . branches 


of the royal family. May they be ſo 
educated, as to acquire talents, virtues, 


and 
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and maxims, ſuited to their exalted 
ſtations. 
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Bleſs the nobility and gentry of the 
land. May they ſtudy to adorn the rank 
they hold in the community, by being 
uſeful in proportion to their power and 
influence. Inſtead of promoting, may 
they ſincerely endeavour to put a ſtop to, 
that effeminacy of manners, and that 
addictedneſs to criminal pleaſure, which 
prevail too much among us. May there 
be no examples among them of men 
whom the moſt affluent circumſtances 


cannot ſatisfy ; and who, influenced by a 


' ſpirit of avarice and rapaciouſneſs, ſcruple 
no methads, how ruinous ſoever to their 
country, in order to increaſe their for- 
tunes, or to repair them when waſted "7 


gaming, n and vice. 


Grant to thoſe of the lower orders 
in the community the bleſſings of peace 
and plenty. May the poor have a ſpirit 
of 2 and frugality. May they have 

full 
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Full employment, and be ſatisfied with 
bread, through the increaſe of our ma- 
nufactures and commerce. May they 
ever be diſpoſed to ſubmit to ſalutary 
laws, and to juſt, though ſtrict govern- 
ment ; but may they never want a proper 
ſenſe of their natural and civil rights, or 
courage to aſſert them, whenever, and by 
-whomſoever they are invaded. 


Bleſs the clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
church, both ſuperior and ſubordinate, 
As miniſters of the goſpel» of Chriſt, 
whoſe kingdom is not of this world, 
may they not be intent upon ſeeking 
their own worldly preferment, but only 
ſolicitous about the faithful diſcharge of 
their proper duty, that they may ſave 
themſelves and their hearers. Give them 
a ſpirit of moderation towards thoſe who 
diſſent from their method of worſhipping 
thee; and who have adopted religious 
ſentiments, and modes of religious wor- 
ſhip, which they think to be more agree. 
able to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and 
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farther removed from the errors and 
abuſes of the church of Rome. May 
they themſelves be led to ſee the im- 
perfections which yet remain among 
them; and may they have the chriſtian 
courage to act according to the dictates 
of their conſciences, and unite to pro- 
mote a farther reformation. 


Teach us who, in obedience to the 
dictates of our conſciences, diſſent from 
the eſtabliſhed church; to be thankful 
to thy good providence for the privileges 
which we enjoy; at the ſame time that 
we cheriſh the hope of obtaining, 
in thy due time, all the rights which 
we juſtly claim, in common with all our 
fellow citizens. Rejoicing in the liberty 
of the goſpel, may we cultivate a ſpirit 
of meekneſs and moderation towards 
thoſe who think and a& differently from 
us; and may there be a holy emulation 
among all who profeſs the goſpel of 
Jeſus, to adorn the profeſſion they make 


Q 2 of 
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of it, by a ſuitable and an e 
life and converſatlon. 


Bleſs all ſchools and ſeminaries of 
uſeful learning throughout the land. 
May youth be ſo trained up in them, 
that they may acquire ſuch knowledge, 
and form ſuch virtuous habits, as ſhall 
prepare them for filling ſtations of im- 
portance and uſefulneſs in the commu- 
nity; that they may be a bleſſing to 
their country, and the ornaments of their 
reſpective families. 


While it is thus the ſtudy of all ranks 
and profeſſions faithfully to diſcharge the 
proper duty of their place and ſtation, 
and to be unto thee a peculiar people 
zealous of good works, may we be that 
happy people whoſe God is the Lord. 
Do thou rejoice over us to do us good ; 
and having ſerved our generation in this 
world, according to thy will, and having 
acted the part of good citizens on earth, 

| may 


1 
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may we be training up to be citizens of 
heaven, and be finally admitted into thine 
everlaſting kingdom, | 


Hear us, Almighty God, in theſe our 
requeſts, accept of us, and bleſs us, as 
the diſciples of thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt ; 
through whom, to thee, O Father, the 
only living and true God, be glory for 
ever. Amen, 
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AN INTRODUCTORY PRAYER ON A DAY 
or PuBLic THANKSGIVING. 


' A LMIGHTY and ever-bleſſed God; 
We adore thee as the great and only 
potentate, the king of kings, and the 
lord of lords, the father of all the fami- 
lies of the earth, and the ſovereign diſ- 
poſer of all affairs, and of all events. 
Thou doſt whatſoever thou pleaſeſt, in 
the armies of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth. Thou art the 
giver of every good and every perfect 
gift, reſpecting nations, as well as indi- 
viduals of mankind. Peace, plenty, and 
proſperity of every kind, are the gifts of 
thy bounty; as war, famine, peſtilence, 
and every ſpecies of national calamity, 
are thy righteous judgments, 


We, who are now aſſembled before 
thee, as part of the community to which 
we belong, would come into thy preſence 

with 


with thankſgiving, and into thy courts 


thee and ſpeak well of thy name, on ac- 
count of the favours with which thou 
haſt been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh our native 
country. Thou makeſt wars to ceaſe from 
the ends of the earth, and ſtilleſt the 
tumult of the people, as thou raiſeſt or 
ſtilleſt the waves of the ſea, and ſayeſt to 
them, Hitherto ſhall ye go and no 
farther. Thou haſt not ſuffered our foes 
to prevail over us; but haſt been a pre- 
ſent help in time of trouble. Thou alſo 
cauſeſt the earth to bring forth its in- 
creaſe, and thy paths drop fatneſs upon 


| us. | ' 


May our hearts be duly impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of all thy diſtinguiſhing goodneſs 
to us; and may the joint effect of thy 
judgments and of thy mercies be our 


turning from all fin and wickedneſs, which 
are offenſive in thy fight, and which ex- 


poſe us to thy righteous diſpleaſure, to 


the love and practice of all virtue and 


Q4 good- 
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with praiſe; we would be thankful unto. 
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goodneſs, from which alone we can ex- 


pect the continuance of thy favour and 
bleſſing. 


May we, as a nation, have thy fear 
before our eyes, that we may not ſin 
againſt thee ; but that we may ſerve thee 
in the abundance of all things, and God, 
even our God, may bleſs us, 


Fear us, Almighty God, in theſe our 
requeſts, accept of us, and bleſs us, as 
the diſciples of thy ſon Chriſt Jeſus ; 
through whom, to thee, O Father, the 
only living and true God, be glory for 
ever, Amen. | 
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